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Release of Julio Sanguily. 


« 


1 Enclosure. 


Sphere Vy 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have. the honor to transmit herewith copy-transiation 
of a communication from the Acting Governor General,informing 
me that the Queen Regent had commuted the penalty of perpetual 


—— 


imprisomment and civil interdiction, imposed on Mr.Julio San- 


guily by the Superior Court of Habana, to that of perpetual 


exile and its accessories. 


Mr.Sanguily left for the United States by the S.S."Mas- 


<— heed 


cotte" on the 27th ultimo. 


1 Enclosure: 


Copy referred to. 


Enclosure No. a 
With Despatch No. I7$ 


H AB ANA, Marth 1st;1897. 


TRANSLATION, 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, 


The Minister of the Colonies telegraphs to me to-day that 
Her Majesty the Queen Regent has signed a. decree commuting the 
penalties-of perpetual. imprisomnent and civil interdiction, rn 
imposed by the Superior Court (Audiencia) of this territory, 
on the American ‘citizen, r.Julio Sanguily for that of perpetual 
exile and, its accesories. | 
And having disposed that the orders of Her Majesty be 
complied with,I have the honor to. inform you ‘of. the above,and 
that the proper idaee are being given. for the immediate re- "! 
lease Of the party concerned,so that he may leave this*port | 
for the Uni ted States by the steamer sailing next Saturday, the 
27th instant. 
God guard you many years, Habana;25 Feb., 1897. 
(Signed) Marques dé Ahionada., 


To the Consul General of the United States of America es 


in this city. 


7 


No. OTT 7 


aa U. 8, CONSULATE GENERAL. pons as 
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MAR 6 1997 =~ ~—s- HABANA, March 1st,1697. 
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Mr .Lee 


Department of State. 


Expulsion of Rafael and Amado Pino. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, March 1st,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


T have the honor to inform you that R&fael and Amado 
Pino,two colored youths, natives of Key West,who were arrested 
by the authorities in December last,and threatened with de- 
portation to Pernando Poo,on the charge of being “fafhigos", 
were,upon my demand made on Dec.27th last,released by the au- 
thorities in accordance with the precedent established in the 
case of Esteban Cespedes (see, No.206, Nov.7),and on the 27th 


ultimo obtained passage for Key West by steamer "Mascotte" 


pee. 
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HABANA, March 2nd,1897. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Expulsion of the Ame¥ican c 


Betancourt. 


1 Enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 2nd,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 


Sir: 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


f 


Washington,D.C ., 


Wi th reference to previous correspondence relative to 


the case of the American citizen Dr.Gaspar A.Betancourt,I 


enclose herewith copy of his protest made before me On the Sth 


Rebruary last. 


_—— 


Dr.Betancourt was expelled from this 


Island and left for Mexico on the 25th ultimo. 


1 Enclosure: 


Copy of protest referred to. 


I ai, Sir, your obedient servant, 
SS 


yf fe eee 


qor aL. G neval. 


~~ 
cht 8 


Enclosure No. / 


With Despatch No. IPG 


HABANA. March 1897. 


Habana, Feb.&,1897. 


Honorable Secretary of State of the United States. 


In demand of the rights accorded to american citizens, 
established and doing business, or following their profession in 
this dominion of Spain (the islahd of Cuba), 1I,Dr.Gaspar A, Be- 
tancourt,apply to you setting forth my ePievances and stating 
the facts,that said rights or treaties may be enforced in my 
case,if found by your Department;to be justifiable. | 

I was. born in the city of Busrto Principe (Cuba) in the 


year 18355. At an early age I we nt to the United States,where I 


studied dentistry. Was married twice to american born ladies 


and had children by both. At the proper time of residence a - 


I° declared my intention to become a naturalized citizen of = 
aforesaid country in 1870. Finally obtained my natureligation 
papers in 1877 in the city of New orieans,La. 

After restétne in this latter,city for 10 years I re- 
moved to the city of Havana with ‘11 my family in 1880 ,where 
I lost my second wife by death. 

Your petitioner has. been practising his profession.for the 
last 15 years in the capital of this island interrupted by sun 
dry trips to his adopted idant Pec edicen residing as a law abi-. 

ding citizen,respecting the laws and institutioms of the do- 
minion of Spain, that no conflict should arise between the two 
nations, caused PF ee,” a eh at to all oyents in the 
present uprising strictly to his business and. the support of 


his two minor da. Mahters jes can be vouched for by ali,and fur- 


2° 
ther investigations can verify. 
Notwithstanding all this vour exponent was accosted,rather 

surprised onthe public thoroughfare, by an agent of police on 
the night of the 26th December,1896, (at 11 1/2 o'clock p.ms) 
while on his way to his residence and taken to the cnief of 
police headquarters,where he was asked his name and residence | 
and after a fruitless search of his person and clothing,withont 
being acquainted with the nature of any charges against him, but 
simply informed that it was by order of the Governor of the 
sheds: ahs nigh dar 2 vas thrown into a filthy eer ae eleven feet : 
by three feet nine inches (lift x 3 ft 9 inches) "incomunicadd — 
i.e.without outside communication with family or consul,for 12 


days, that is 288 hours, 


This ,Sir,is by itself an ouwtrage,inaamuch.ias the treaty “ 


or protocol between Spain and our country exacts that ameri- 
can citizens tried for any cause, shall be’ ruled. by onsineis law 
and in ordi nary courts, and therefore accorded the same -pri- | 
vileges as spanish subjects,and these. cannot remain "“incomuni- 
cado" over 72 hours,even if ttied as criminals. 

During his stay in this prison,your petitioner suf- 
fered privatiohs necessary to life and health, and insults by 
the guards over him. 

On the eighth day he was notified, that his allegation of 
being an american citizen was not so,as he was not found regis- By 
tered at the office for this purpose, at the Captain General's “4 
PALAPA, Nokes The RRE fact that the family on the 27%h of 
December had notified the Consul and said official served a 
communication to the Governow general demanding the cause and 
release of your petitioner,if no charges were found araine’ 
hin. | 

On being notified of hiésnot being an americam citizen 
your exponent made answer that he was duly inscribed in the 
books of the consulate and through sheer accident the friends | : 
of your petitioner carried the certificate 6f the consul to the — 


Governor of the province, stating the reason why he had not 


De Bee 
been allowed to register himself and his two daughters depending 3 


‘~ 


” on him,in the books of Foreigner's Registry;it was simply the ‘2 


om$ssion of his birth certificate from the parish church of 
his place of nativity,which document he had sent for: the afore~ 
said purpose and whilst waiting for it his arrest took: place. 

In the meantime the consul sent communications,at the reé- “ 
guest of the family, which said papers seemed to be treated with : 
Little attention, till at last the consul calied in person on 


the Governor General and solicited from him an answer; being 


informed that Dr.Betancourt along with others would be tried ees: 


eives court on the charge of sedition. 
; After acknowledging his citizenship the authorities 
took the Doctor's statement before a judge of an Ord? Wary 
court and then placed him on the 12th day ,in conmunhication 
with friends ‘and Fausly in the: public jail of Havana, where he 
remained a month ‘longer and acquitted in its own review of the 
case afterwards by the supreme court,which found not the least 
evidence to abate hia of the charges imputed, therefore, 
making a public trial unnecessary and ordered his: incandi- 
tional release as cab be seen by demanding ‘a copy of the pro- 
ead ised, cn : 3 
But when after four days he was released,he was left sub- 
ject to the order of the Governor of the Province,who ordered : 
him to Leave the island and not to return to any ofthe spanish «- 


4 


dominions. 


1% is useless to state, the great damage and thtuey to 
health and businéss this imprisarinent occasioned the writer, 
as the advanced state of his age and already brokenhealth ~~ 
along with the lack of any other income, but the jersdoal ers Me 
forts of his’ practise in dentistry, your exponent holds Re is | 
entitled to. claim most justly -trom the Goverrmment of Spain, | 


through your good offices,if not equal at least proportionately | 4 


4, | | 
to. repair to some extent the harm done to has person and busi- 
ness. : < ik oa gt a 
Therefore, in view of all herein stated, it is: des ised by 
your petitioner,that the sum of FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($50.000 Cy.) be recognized and approved as a just indemnity 
to all injuries suffered,and be demanded. from the Spanish 


Govermment. 


I have the-homor to be yours: most ‘respectfully, 


(Signed) @.A.Betancourt « 


Subsrribed ami sworn to béfore me: 
(Signed) Pitkhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


<A “ld 


— 5 
_ MAR 6 (897 } 
U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. “4erweyr oF ay 


HABANA, March 2nd,1897. 


to the | ( ’ 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 3 } If /97 


Relative to the imprisomment of American citizens. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, March 2nd,1897. 


To the Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, 
Sir: 
Ever since the assumption of my duties as Consial general 
to Habana,I have stremmously insisted against the practice, 


which has prevailed here,of arresting American citizens, ~ 


throwing them into small,narrow cells,where they have been 


continuously confined,without allowing them any communication 


with the outside world. 


In each case,I have endeavored, without avail, te be in- 
formed of the charges against “them and to limit their impri- 
somment in the sixteenth century cells to 72 hours,the maximum 
Llimit,which the United States Govermment has held as the dura- 
tion they can be conf inedjunder the existing Treaty,Protocol 
and the Spanish Law of Criminal Procedure ruling in Cuba and 
Porto Rico,to which reference is made in the last sentence 
of article 20 of the Treaty of 1795. 

In more than one despatch to the State Department I sug 
gested that this point should be settisd,and that the Madrid 
Govermnent should be requested ‘40 instruct the ‘Spanish authori- | 
ties here that their Military Code and their proclamation of 
martial law does not supersede or sweep aside the treaty rights | 
enjoyed by citizens of the United States. 5 

Whether any thing has been done in that direction or not, | 
have never been informed; but I do know that in a recent pro-~ 
test against such imprisoment of American citizens,I was’ again | 


informed that there was no limit to the length of time an Amer- jf 


ican citizen could be kept incomunicado in one of these horri- 


2. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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ble cells,where in many cases he was at the mercy of a brutal 
jailer,and where no representative of this Consulate general,or 
any of his friends or relatives could see him or could provide 
anything to relieve pressing necessities. 


Finally,an American dentist,Richard Ruiz,died from the 


effects of such treatment or was killed,while incomunicado yin 
a cell at the Guanabacoa jail. 

Not having received any instruction from my Government in 
response to my despatches on that subject,and knowing that 
another American citizen,Charles Scott,had,at thas time, been 
confined in a cell in this city for about 264 hours, I deter- 
mined to bring the matter to an issue,and in order to Keep the 
record free from the death of another American,I demanded that 


the said Scott should be released from incomunicado,and request — 


ed that the Govermment of the United gtates ‘should support my. 


demand,if necessary,by vessels of war. 

Several days thereafter, in compliance with my demand, the { 
American citizen Charles Scott was released from inccminteade 5° . 
but to this hour I have not been informed whether if he should 
not ‘have been so released my demand would have been supported 


by the Government I have the honor to serve. 


My object in mentioning this matter is to ask, whether, in 
case another American citizen is arrested and thrown incomunica 
do into ofie of the cells previously described, ppg Gtréretay 


AA At A , I an to peremptorily demand,at the expiration of the 


72 hours, that he be releasedjand I would respectfully suggest | 
to the Department that an agreement or understanding be reached 
with the Spanish Government at Madrid,which may effectually 


settle a most troublesome difference of opinion, ant which,if 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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peg 
Ltp unsettled, wowkd lead to war between the United States and 


~ 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


_ BARBRA, March 4th.1897. 


Department of State. 


Answering Department’s instruction Wo.262,of Feb.24th,1697, 


One enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, March 4%h,1897. 


Honorable John Sherman, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C, — 

Sir: | 

On the Srd instant I received instruction number 262, dated 
the 24th February last, from the Department of State,amd as that 
document is noe written in that temper which should character- 
ize official documents,I desire to make the following reply; 
that it may go on the records of the Department as a refuta- 
sion of the stabements made therein: 


Prom the moment I entered upon the discharge of the of- 


ficial duties of this office I have ever been active in. - 
watching all cases of American citizens,who have been arrested 
and confined in Spanish prisons,and the records of the State 
Department are filled with the copies of my protests to the 
Governor and Captain General of this Island, and reper te to the 
Department that I,or my representative, have been denied access a 
to such prisoners while passing through the Spanish period of 
incarceration called incomunicado,ani that I have made every 
effort to alleviate the sufferings and provide for the comforts 
of every American prisoner within my jurisdiction, 

Dr.Ruiz's arrest was duly reported on the 4th February; 
he was confined,as previously reported,at Guanabacoa,which is | 
situated across this harbor some 4 miles distant,and in view of 
so many other duties I did mot go over there,or sent a repre- 


sentative,because this Consulate General is full of similar cases ; 


here,as well as those reported from various points of this 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Island,and no success has ever attended such applications}iw MSOhbs | 


In view of past experience in that direction I had every 


reason to believe that a person incomunicado in Guanabacoa 


would be as much withheld from outside commnication as I had 
previously found in similar cases in Habana. And though I 
have more than once called the attention of the State pjepart- 


ment to the fact that American prisoners have been kept incomu- 


nicado over the 72 hours,and I have more than once protested to 
the Spanish authorities here,a telegraphic despatch dated the 
25rd February,is the first intimation that I ever had from the 
Department of State saying that t wae in the right in inaiatving 
upon the 72 hotr limit,but further stating, that 1% could be 
forced against the opposite bontentioaeniyiey war, 

In view of my contimous and active work in behalf of 
American prisoners, whether incomunicado or otherwise, I am very 


that : 
much surprised to find“in the State Department's instruction 


referred to,a distinct answer is at this late date required: 
whether I think it my duty to do nothing in the "way of inquiry 
"or protest,or in the way of insuring immunity from male Feat= 


"ment, because the prisoner's confinement is aggravated by being 


"kept incomunicado.*® 


And I am still more surprised to fimi that the Department 
still waits my "full report relating to Dr.Ruig's taking outs i; 
"sturalization papers,which was done", the Department bolieves," 
"in 1880",because my cable despatch to the Department ,of the 
4th February,confirmed by despatch number 355 of the 5th of 
same month,stated Ruiz's profession, residence, nationality,and 
because my cable despatch of the 22nd February,confirmed by 
despatch number 367 of the 25th of same month,gave very full 


3. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


information on the points.to the question,which the Department, : 
in its instruction of the 24th February,wants distinctly an 4 
swered. | ei: 

I am astonsihed, too,that the concluding paragraph of the 
Department's instruction of the 24th February, should indicate 

that I was ignorant of paragraph 169 of the Consular Regula- 

tions,as it is a plain intimation that the right of the late 
Dr.Ruiz to the protection of the United states ras doubtful, and 
that I should have withheld intervention in his case,pending . 
instructions of the State pepartment. It is the first time | 
thet any questions of that sor¥ have been raised in the case of : 
anybody here,whether a native or a naturalized American citi~ : 
zen,and the demand for the protection of our Government in Dr. 
Ruiz‘'s case is much stronger shan in three fourths of similar 
cases which have occurred on this Island,all of which-have been 4 
practically approved by the Department of State. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith an extract from the — 
Spanish Dictionary of Legislation and Jurisprudence, defining 
the meaning of the word"incommnication.” 


A, ge 


1 Enclosure: Extract referred to. 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No. ado 
Habana,March,4.1897. 


Extract from DICTIONARY of LEGISLATION and JURISPRUDENCE, 
Joaquin Escriche,Madrid,1851. 


INCOMUNT CATION. 


The condition of a prisoner who is not allowed to see or 
speak with persons who wish to visit him, No person treated 
as a criminal shail be gti owed communication,unless under spe- 
cial order of the respective judge,who cannot erder it except 
when required by the nature of the preliminary investigations, 
and then only during the time that shall be really necessary. 
Thus ordered by Art:7 of the provisional regulations of Sept. 
26,1835,and such had been prescribed and practised formerly. 


-- _~ 


The Judge orders the incommunication as & useful measure, that 

the accused may not acquire knowledge beforehand of what may 

be deposed against him by the witnesses,nor shall suborn or 

concert with them, as also that he may not efface or cause 

to disappear the signs or other evidence of his guilt. AS Soon 

as this danger’ ceases,the incommunication should cease; which 

is confirmed from the moment the accused makes his declaration, 
i cpemiines aanaiaselbh 


yn 
Original Spanish of above, 


INCOMUNICACION. El estadé de un preso 4 quien no se per- 
mite Ver ni hablar 4 las personas que fueren 4 visitarle. 
A ninguna persona tratada como reo se puede tener en incomuni- 
cacion,como no sea con especial 6rden del juez respectivo,el 
cual no lo podra mandar sino cuando lo exija la naturaleza de 
las averiguaciones sumarias,y por solo aquel tiempo que sea 
realmente necesario., Asi lo dispone el art.7 del reglamento 
provisional de 26 de setiembre de 1835,y asi estaba prescrito y 
se practicaba anteriormente. El juez decreta la incomunica- . 
cion como medida interesante para que el procesado no adguiera 
conocimiento anticipado de lo que pueden deponer contra 61 los 
testigos ni trate de corromperlos 6 concertarse.con el1los,como 
asimismo para que no procure borrar 6 hacer desparecer los 
vestizios y demas pruebas de su delito, Luego que cese este 
peligro,debe cesar tambien la incomunicacion, lo cual se ver- 
ifica en el momento de recibir la confesion al procesado. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE, yw 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


All quiet. No excitement here now. I hope to secure 


Brom Havana, March 5, 1897. 


prompt trial of all Americans imprisoned, those found inno- 


cent to be released and those guilty to be sent out of 


Island. 
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Department of State, 
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Confirming telegrams, and transmitting copies of 
correspondence in case of Dr.RICARDO RUIZ. 
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f- enclosures. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 6th,1897. 


William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Washington. D. CG. 


I have the honor to confirm the following telegrams: 

" Habana, Marah 5th, 1897. 
"Secretary State. Washingto}. D.C. 
’ All quiet. No excitement now. Hope to secure prompt 
"trial of all Americans now in prison. Those found inno- 
"cent to be released,and those guilty to be sent out of 
"Island. (Signed) LER, : 

Habana, March 5th,1897. 
"Secretary State. Washington. D. C. 

Informed RUIZ' correspondence sent Senate with state- 
"ment that nothing was heard from this office on subject 
"from fourth to seventeenth February. Mail to-morrow 
"copies additional communications covering interval which 


"should be added to complete said correspondence. 
(Signed) LER. 


As stated in the latter telegram,I have now the honor 
to transmit copies,as per list of enclosures,of the corres- 
pondence between this office and the authorities,respecting 
the case of the late Dr.RICARDO RUIZ. 

I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 


| —> y jt ff 
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 Gonsul General. 


Enclosures: 


1. Consul General LEE to Acting Governor Gen. February,5,'97 


2. Acting Governor General to Consul General LEE. Feb'ry 5,'97 
3. Consul General LEE to Acting Governor General. Feb'ry 6297 
Acting Governor General to Censul General LEE, Feb'y 6'97. 
+ oe ae eee ee Feb'y 14'97 
Consul General LEE to Acting Governor General,Feb'’ry 17'97 
‘ do do do ..-: «ao do do do Feb: 23,'97. 


Enclosure ‘o. se 
With Despatch fo. Idi 7 > 
. » March 
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TRANSLATION, 
U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Feb .5th, 1897. 
To His Excellency the General 2nd in Command 
and in Charge. 
Excellency: 
I am informed that the American citizen Ricardo Ruiz, 


dentist,has been arrested at Guanabacoa. I beg Your Excellency 


will communicate to me the charges against hin. 


I-am,etc. 
(Signed ) Pitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No. Ar 


With Despatch No, IF 7: 
March G? eeer se 


TRANSLATION, 
ARMY OF TH’ ISLAND OF CUBA. CAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAFF, 


In the eaube. which is being instruc ted at Guanabacoa for 
running off the track a train,the, Judge of Instruction has 
ordered the inprisomgnt. of Ricarge: Radujmiferred to in your 
communication of to-day,the said person not appearing to be an. 
Américan citizeh, for whieh reason I order that he be asked to 
exhibit his certificate of nafurélizetiens 

God guard you dany yoars. Habana, Peb.5,1697. 
(Signed ) Bi Marques de Ahumaita, 
General 2p in Command afa in chaste: 


To the Consul g@Meral of the United States. 


Encledure No. 84 
With Despatch No. SSS - 
HABANA, waren 9” 1897, 


TRANSLATION, : 
U.8.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Feb .6,1897. 
fo His Excellency wa idtiingians) 2nd in Command 
and in Charge. 
Excellency: 

In ausver to Your pxeellency's Seidansivn of ‘hestgny 
relative to Mr .Ricardo Ruié, under arrest at Guanabacoa,I hive 
the honor to inform you that the said person is an American 
citizen, registered as such in this Consulate General’ t under 
mumber 2000° in April 1880, duly ina Wirral ised as“ a citizen of ‘the. 
United States before the Court or Cormon. Pleas No .3 of Phila- 
delphia,Pa.,in Ja mary 215441680, 28 appears by hte cartisicasé-— 
OF Cyin Uely' AI SE EL YG By 92 OF IT have before me, lssued by. the proper | 
authority of the United States and beating shes seal of the pro= 
per court,in favor of the said Ricardo Ruiz de Ugarrio. 

Therefore,;I beg Y. E.wil} please order the release of the 


age were 
7 


American citizen referred to if mere are no well founded aber « ; 


ges against nites de if otherwise that the Fights to which he 18 

entitled as an ‘afetteen: citizen be grankba to: him under the 

Treaty of 2795 and the Protocol of the 22th Jamary, 1877, ree 
rring his case to the civil foriadiction, 


T am, ~ etc. 


(Signed) -Fitzhug) Lee, 


Const. General, 


Enclosure No. LF. 
With Despatch No. 3EF/- 


te ee A ee 1897. 


TRANSLATION, 


ARMY. OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. CAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAFF. 


AS 800H 48 I have been,informed of your two communications - 
of this date in reference to the American citizens Ritardo Ruiz 
and Jose Gonzalez I have asked by tolectabh the proceedings to : 
which they are ‘subjected, and ha ving received to-night those 
corresponding, to the Sormet. as said proceedings are going on 
in Guanabacoa, & place near this city,I have immediately referred. 
them to the Judge Advocate general of the Arny, in order to cone a 
ply with unavoidable proceedings of our Laws, and I will report” 
to you the resolution I will take in consequence thereof,and I 
will also take pidasure in reporting in regard to the case of 

Gonzales as soon as I obtain thé proceedings. 
God Buérd you many years. Habana, 6 Feb.,1897. 
(Sigted) El Marques de Ahumada, 
general 2nd in Command and in Charge. 


To the Comsul goenéral of the United states. 


Enclosure No. 
With .. Despatch No, 
HABANA, March 


TRANSLATION, ° J . 


. “ 
“ - - 


4 ‘ * 
4 3 4 


ARMY OF THE<ISLAND OF CUBA, CAPTAINCY GENERAL. 


. 


STAPF. 


. os 


In conformi ty with, my Judge Advocate of war,unmier this 
date I inhibit the cognizance of) the case initiated for running 


- lh ’ 


4 


off the track,assault ahd robbery of a train between Regla and. 


oy 
i» % 


Quanabacoa against the Ameridan citizen Mr.Ricardo Ruiz,in 
favor of the Court pf Instruction of the latter place. 


“te 


7 


-Iinform-you the above in-angwer to your note of the 6th. ~ 


o , 


instant. 


a? 


- . _ ow 


General 2nd in Cotmend and 


ae 


Ls in charge. 
to the Consul gendral of the United States. . 


Enclosure No, } - 


With Despatch No, IE? = 


1897. 


TRANSLATION, 


* 


U.S,CONSULATE GENERA, 
HABANA, Feb.17,1897.% 
To His frxcellency the General 2nd in Command 
and ih Charge. . 
Excellency: 
I am informed to-day that the American citizen 
Mr .Ricardo Ruiz, who was confined in a cell in the Guanabacoa 


S 
@ 


jail on the 4th instant,has already been 312 hours incomunicado , 


netwi ths tahdi tgythe Law of Criminal Procedure ruling in Uuba 
and Porto Rico limits such incommnication to 72 hours. In 
consequence of this prolonged Ra Sees Ee the prisoner has: s3 
lost his reason. Ina communi cation dated the 14th instant 
Your Excellency informs me that Ruiz's case had been referred 
to the civil jurisdiction, 

I beg Y.E.will inform me in regard to the matter and the 

condition of the American citizen subject of this communication 4 
I am, etc, ete. e 
(Signed) Fiazhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


_ Enclosure %, - 
4 With Despatch Mo. 


nica 7 


TRANSLATION. : 
U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, Bebruary 25,1897. 
To His Excellency the Governor and Captain General of the 
“Island of Cuba, 


or %o 
His Excellency the Gereral 2nd in Ovigiant erat tn Charge. 


Excellency: 

I have the honor *o infe@lonr’ Breeliency that Mr. ~ 
RICARDO RUIZ,an American citizen, inkeribed aa such in this . 
Consulate Gonoral in.she Year 1860,;wae % graduate of the Col- 
lege of Dentistry of philadelphia, Pa,s,U.9.,1n which city he. 
resided five years; that he wes arrested at Guanebecoa on the 
morning of the 4th instant; and according to by information wae 
thrown and confined in @ small dark cgll of the Guenadacoa 
jail,whose dimensions are 3% or_4 feet wide by 5 or 6 feet Jom, 
without there being arylbhing ise in said coll, except the 
rough stone floor and walls; that Mr.Ruiz'a wife was not allow 
ed to send to her husband & cos priveven # hammock to avoid his 
Sleeping on the bare Plea eee finally after repeated efforts | “: = 
she was permitted to send to him a chair; thed the prisoner had <3 
not been ill before his confinement in said eel, on the cantres — 
ry he was known a8 a man of an athletic constitution and af a 
robust nature; that he died in said cell efter $15 hours of 
incommnication; that though his cries were heard two or three 
days before his death they were unheededj that his cell was not 


cleaned until the day previeue M6 death; that though affilast 


2 
a physician was called to see him, no other attention was. civen. 
to Mr.Ruiz until he was found dead at 1 p.m. on the 17th 


instant. 


Dr ,Burgess,U.S. Sanitary Inspector at this port,was pre- . 


sent at the autopsy performed on the body,and states that Ruiz 
death was produced by #congestion of the brain,and that he had 
a contusion on the top of aye. head, caused by blows,which though 
no% fracturing his oxida tore’ sufficient to produce the conges- 
tion of the brain,which in turn cansodcdéath’ 

The Goverment of the United states instructs me to call 
the attentiom of Your Excellency fo these facts,and to demand 
that an irmediate official i Bethe gakt on of such facts be: rade, 
the result of which I am directed ¥e ‘report to the Department | 
of State at Washington. 

% am otc. etc. 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, 
Consul Senorei. 


‘E> The answer to this comm nication was duly reported ° 


to the Department of State,and a copy-*ramiation thereof 


was transmitted Srophinn aries my despaten munber S71 of the 265th - 
“ebruary, 1897. pe ee : * : 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. \ 4, ate 
AtTueny 


REO”D. ‘C HABANA, . March 6.1897 
MAR /@ 1897 


Department of State. 
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Gase of Esteban Venero, 


io teenianin origialininn eodibaininis 


® 
/ 
¢ 
| 


am sae Clk te = g . . ane é " wpe $ i. ‘ 
RR A PNY LOLI TRIES ES 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 6.1807. 


: Pe 
Honorable W.W,Rockhill, os 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, na 
Sir: - 


With reference to my despatch No .357 of the 17th.ultimo, 
and the Department's instruction No ,260,o0f the B4th ultimo, 
relative to the arrest of Esteban Venero, whose cabe,as I an 
advised by the Acting Governor General under date of the 13th. 
instant,has been transferred to the civil jurisdiction,I have 
now to inform the Department that,under this date,I have ad- 
dressed the Governor General asking to be informed of the 
charges against Venero,and that if such are not substantTated 
his release may be ordered. | | 

I have received a letter from Venero,dated at the jail 
at Guines,March 4th.,in which he states that he was arrested 
on September 17th by the Military Commandant of “Los Palos,and 
kept under his jurisdiction until the lith.of January 1497, 


when he was transferred to Guines,at the disposition of the 


Court of Pirst Instance to continue the sumario,or preliminary 
proceedings but that up to date he has not been notified of 
the charges against him. . , 

The reply from the Governor General will be promptly 
communicated to the Mepartment, 


: amn,@ir, 


—~ ae 
Your ob 3 bog ay, ior 


fa onsu ¢ neral. 
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MAR / 
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Mr . LEE 


Department of State. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 6¢h,189%. 
$ Wildfem W.Rockhill. | 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. DPD. ¢. 


In reply to the Department's instruction No.261,0f 
24th February, with reference to the case of JOSE GONZALEZ, 
imprisoned at Pinar del Rio,I have to report that the charges 
against him are for aiding the insurrection and that his case 
is before the Court of Instruction of Guanajay. 

I am informed that he has been well treated during his 
imprisomment, and beg to refer the Department to Mr. SPRI NGER'S 
dispatches Nos, 254,263 and 266 of December 9th,19th and 25rd, 
1896. 


I am,Sir, ne re, . Aaa 


Your obedi« At pb 
lr ji pz 


C) Cons Gp ratig 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, ‘ March.6. 1897. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, March 6.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 


Assis£ant Secretary of State, 


) 


Sir: - \ 


Washington. 


In reply to the Department's instruction No .267 ef the 
26th.ultimo,with reference to the case of Charles Gcott,!I have > 
the honor to report as follows:- 

p Charles Scott was registered in the Register of Citizens 
of this Consulate General in August B871,No,985; he was then 

6 years of age,a native of Habana, residing with his American 
parents in Regla,No.93 Santuario’St, After reaching the ace, 
(14), at which cedulas are required, this office obtained one 
for him from the Government,No.179 dated January 22,1875,upon 
which his residence was stated to be Regia, Santa Ana No .2, and 
his occupation commercial... ‘This cedula was renewed through 
the intervention of this office,February 11,1879 and again 
March 5.1880, The obligatory issue of Cedulas to Spaniards 
and foreigners alike,after January 1.1881 was encharged to the 
Alcaldes,whereupon the intervention of this office cexsed in 


the renewal of such documents,and the Register beans no fur- 


én ese. 
‘ieee, - Ep 
ts ube : a 
’ 


ther note regarding Mr.Scott. | 

A As I am informed,he has resided in Cuba sirce his birth: 
he was not naturalized,but was considered a citizen of the 
United States,in accordance with paragraph 136,Consular 
Reeuiatiens, 5 

So. With respect to the charges against him,and the evidence 
supporting these charges,I understand that such are matters 
pertaining to the Civil Court to whose jurisdiction he as been 


transferred, 


In consequence, however,of an item printed in the evening 


t ata 


~ 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


edition of "El Diario de la Marina",of the 2nd.instant,to the 


effect that "according to the statements made by one Ensefiat, | 


"there were charges made acainst Charles Scott and Albert 
"Baneras,but as they were not confirmed these parties 


"who had been under arrest,had been released", 


I addressed the Acting Governor General,calling his at- 
tention to the Sam@,and stating my belief that Scott should 
not be held,whilst Baneras was released, In reply,under date 

continued 

of March 4th,.,H.E,informs me that the, detention of the Ameri- 
can Scott is due to the formalitias of the procedure acainst 
himjbut he hoped soon to inform me of the result of the case, 
4. Immediately upon Scott*s release,which I anticipate,I shalZ 
take down his first statement under oath with regard to the 
treatment he has received since his arrest and tranSmit same 


to the Department 


Your ohbedie A ‘. Vfig 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER, - 


i ll 


Brom Havana, March 8th, 1397. 


Received 12235 PeMs 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, De Ceo 
Your despatch of to day just received. Insurgents are re- 
. ported closing in on Sanoéti Spiritus danger of place being fired 
by themselves or Ly Spanish and of Scovel perishing in the flamese 3 
Another reason wants a good surgeon perform oncdation on hime 


Lees 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


-> + 


Praga > Krom Havana, March 8th, 1897. 


MAR 28 1897 


eye et? 


Received 1.10 P. M. 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington D.C. 
I have received additional information to show 
_that Scovel. should be removed at once here. I have applied to 
Captai# General. No reply yet. 


Lee. 


| i. 


3 
Kt SRS ELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


—_—_——_-+- > © oo 


Krom Havana, March 8th, 1897. 


Assistant Secretary of State, | iA, 


Washington, D. Cé 
Reply from Captain General in Scovel case says expects 


case will terminate satisfactorily and will communicate result 


to me in a few days. 


Biddle. 


ip ‘TELEGRAM Receive in IN CIPHER. 


eG 


Krom Habana,March 8, 1897. 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 

In reply to your cipher telegram fifth, I have to say 
for reasons given in my despatch 369 February twenty for 
do not see how impartial investigation can be made and do 
not desire to be a party to a report from one sided evidence. 
No authority has been given by the Department either employ 
suitable counsel nor cannot see the necessity as in reign of 


terror Guanabacoa witnesses will not testify in behalf of 


late Ruiz. I believe Madrid Government sincere in desire 


to Punish guilty parties but fails comprehend the situation. 


AM RECEIVED. Qpher ye 
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MW ELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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From Havana, March 9th, 1397. 


Received 12.55 PeM. 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


Informed Scovel will te released to-day. 


Lece 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 9.1897. 


Department of State. 


One enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 9.1897. 


ee 2 
Honorable W,W,Rockhill, 


A ° 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


Sirt- 


i have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter 


- 


~_ 


from the niece of Mr.Francisco J,Qazanas which has some bear- 
ing on his citizenship. 
I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


oI. 
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Copy as above. 


Enclosure No;l. 
With Despatch No.385, 
Habana March 9.1897) 


New Orleans,March’ ist.1897, 


General Fitzhugh Lee, 

Consul General of Habana. 
Dear Sir:- | 

I have just received information of the arrest in Sagua 
on political charges of my Uncle Mr.Francisco J.Cazanas who 
is a citizen or the United States,and has been a resident of 
New York 20 years at least, There can be no doubt of his 
right to your protection,his paper being all in good order and 
dating as far back as 1872 &@ '73. He is a "pacifico*® and am 


convinced his only offence against the Spanish Government is 


that he is claiming indemnization for property destroyed and | 
153 horses taken from him by ‘the Government troops. AS woll 
as we can find out he must have been imprisoned about the 14th, 
of February. 

We trust to you to see that he gets all his rights,though 
we know that Mr.Barker,the Consul at Sagua,will do. all in his 
power, 

‘Yours respectfully, 


. (sga)) Rosa A.Maraghano 


2569 Annunciation St.,New Orleans. 


pe 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
A March 9.1897, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 9.1897, 


Honorable W,W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sir: - 

With reference to my despatch Wo,.582 of the 6th.,instant, 
relative to the case of Esteban Venero,I have the honor to in- 
form the Department that I have received a communication from 
the Governor General,dated March’ 7th.,in reply to my inquiry 
of the 6th.,to the effect that the cause against said Venero 


os 


is before the Court of Isstruction of Guines,and that he is 


accused of aiding the rebellion,and of supposed complicity 


in the stealing of cattle. 


I am,Sir, 


Pes «: 


Your obed itmec ars ant, 
ALE 
Vf, 


’ onsui/@) neral. 
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MAR 13 1897 


Caer: 
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PCY, HABANA, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


March 10.1897. 


Department of State. 


ptenencctnnnegirtl nee 


Confirming telegrams,Scovel case, 


o---------9 


No. 387 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 10.1897. 


Honorable ¥.W.Reckhiil, 
&ssistant Secretary of State, 
Vashington. 
Bir<- 
T have the boner to ackyowledge the receipt and confirm 


the following telegrams relative to the case of Sylvester 
Scovel. 


. FG PE EY RT TI PE MT ES BR TR eee Ve 


S@uz Habana,March 6.1897 
Assistant Secretary,;Washington. 

Have asked Captain General to have Scovel removed to 
Habana. Dispatch from Madrigal,V.S.Consular Agent ,@arn- 
eetiy recommends it. Cannot something be done from 
Washington? (agd) Lee 


Habana,March 8.1897, 
Secretary State,Washington, 
T have received additional information to show that 
Scovel should be removed at once here. I ge yo applied 
te Captain General. No reply yet. (sgd) Le 


Assistant Secretary 

despatch of to 
rips, il closing in on Romet a pl ~ Danger of place 
being fired by them or by Spanish and of Scovel perishing 
in flames. Another reason wants a oo Burgeon to per- 
form ah operation on hin. (agai) Lee 


Rabenedineth 8.1897, 
Asatetent Secretary Stute,Washington. er? 
Reply from Captain General Scovel case says ex- 
pects case will termimate satisfactorily and result to me 
in a few days. (sgd) Lee —_— 


Habana,March 10.1897. 
Assistant Secretary 6tate,Washington. 
Scovel released. (sgd) Lee 


Washington,Marech 8.1897. 
American Gonsul General,Habana,. 
, Replying to your cable of Saturday,what grounds do 
you suggest for urging transfer Scovel to Habana. Is he 
in danger or 111? (sed) Rockhill, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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Washington,March 8.1897. 


i ¥ General ,Habana. 
your efforte to have Scovel removed to 
Habana, subject of your 


ssage is receiv consid~- 
eration, (sed) Rockhill. _ 


r an, Gir, 
Your obediens . 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


10 
HABANA, March #$+h,1897. 


Confirming telegrams, etc, in case of Dr .RUIZ. 
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One enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


10 
HABANA, March ++, 18°97. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sirt- 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cy- 
pher telegram of the 5th. instant reading :- 


| Washington,March 5th,189%, 
port and meseeage to Congress in Ruiz case. Yow wi 
cept offer of Spanish Government for a full in yiga- 
tion to which you may be party and submit proofs; All 
correspondence withheld pending investigation. I send 
report and message by mail, (sgd) Rockhill, 


to which I replied:- ‘ 
Habana,March 8.1897. 
Assistant Secretary of state, Wash ton. 
In reply to your cypher telegrams fifth I ha 0 say for 
reasons py in my despatch 369 February 24,d0 not see 
how impart investigation can be made. I do not de- 
sire to be party to a report from one-sided evidence, — 
No authority has been given by the Department either em- ‘ 
ploy suitdble counsel nor cannot see the necessity. de in 
reign of terror Guanabacoa witnesses will not testify in 
behalf of late Ruiz. I believe Madrid Government sin- 
cere in desire to punish guilty parties but fails compre- 
iE hend situation, (scd) Lee. 
\ | 
I also received the following telegram: 
Washington. March 9th,1897. 
Lee, Consul General, Habana. 3 
You.are not expected to be party to report in RUIZ case 
Spanish Government invites your attendance as guarantee 
open un-influinced investigation. You may demand admission | 
évidence substantiation charges cause death with guarantee  § 
fair treatment witnesses? This Government has accepted in- 3 
vestigation on the basis proposed if situation prevents 
impartial investigation your attendance affords means 
making fact known by the -~- - - to Madrid Government. 
Employment of counsel does not seem necessary. 


To which I replied: 
Habana, March 9th,1897. 
Assistant Secretary State. Washington. 
Consul has no standing before Spanish Courts. Judge of 
First Instance Guartabacoa invites me to be party but 
through advocate ang Prosser. : 


(Signed ) Lee. 


In this connection I have to inform the Department, 


that I have received a communication from the Court of First 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


— 


_? — ee eee - 


Instance of Guanabacoa,inviting me to become a part to the. 
case of investigation of the causes that produced the death 

of Dr.RICARDO RUIZ,to which I replied as per enclosure herewith 
that I had not yet received instructions from my Government | 


for the employment and payment of coungel in said case,but 


= A OE NS OR PD A Ae SR ME em en me 
4 . 7 


as soon as received would communicate my*answer in accordance 
with said instructions, 

I again. have to say that in consequence of the condition 
of affairs at Guanabacoa,I do not think witnesses will testify 
what they know in the case of the late Dr.RUIZ,and I see no 
Way by which any guarantee can be afforded to prevent,in their 
ouickon debian mae from evertaikind them. The result will 
therefore only reflect the position already taken by the 


authorities at G@uanabacoa, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient sery it 


suf General, 


Enclosure, «| 


Judge of First Instance of Guanabacoa to Consul General Lec. 


Enclostre NO« 1. 
With Despatch No, 3 & 8. 


——_———— ee 


HAH ANA, March 10t.,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL at HABANA, 
March I0th,1897. 
To the Judse of First Tn ¥e hae of Guanehacoe. 
Your Honor: 

In reply to Your Honor's polite cormmnication of 
the 5th instant,in which you invite me to becdme a party to 
the suit which is now proceding before your Court to investi- 
rate the causes thet produced the death. of the American citi- 
zen Don RICARDO RUIZ de UGARRIO,and in that catgto establish 
my representation by means of ah advocate and proctor; 

I have the honor t6 inform you, that not having. vet received 

from my govermment the requisite instructions on this matter, 
for the employment and payment of ‘counsel to intervene in the 
investigations referred tosat is sSiméedi bie for me to reply 


immediately to vour Comminication. 


As soon eS I receive the instructions of my Goverment, 


to which. 1 have made due report on the subject,I shall be 
pleased to inform you of thé result. 
i 21, Sir, eter, 
(Signed) FITZHUGH LEE, 
~” Combut Generel, 
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DEPARTM=NT OF STATE, 


Correction of a telerfran. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


10 
HABANA, March #th,1897. 


Honorable Assistant gacretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have just ascertained that the concluding portion of my 
telegram to you of February 22,1897,was not put into cipher or 
sent,and when the long cipher telegram was brought to ba. shgsen 
I thought it was included,aud ascertained only to-day that it 
was not,so I beg that you will substitute the enclosed copy 
of telegram for the one now on the records of the Department, 


dated Pebruary 22nd,and begining with : "Ruiz registered", and 


terminating with the words: "not total-orelease demanded", 
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1 Buclosure: Copy of telegram referred to. 


Enclosure No.l 
With pespatch No.389. 
HABAWNA, March": 9,1697. 


COPY OF TELEGRAM, 
HABANA, Feb.22,1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, 
Washington. 

Ruiz, registered at this Consulate, 21st Jamary, 1880, 
Naturalized Philadelphia,Court Quarter Sessions. Fact registre- 
tion shows he possessed neture. ization papers,eni possessing 
them fully entitled to protection of the United States. Was 
arrested and Ken} incomumicado over 72 hours,as has been done 
always with American citizens,and against which I have provestay. 
again and again »without avail. This person was confined 
Guanabacoa,over thé harbor,four miles away . Was only sick or 
out of his mind two days before death, Had mo knowledge of his 
condition until after death,or would have been promtiy inves- 

tigated. Repeat he died from neglect or violence,bilow on head 
caused death,in Dr',Burgess* opinion,and whether administered 

by himself,when crazy,or,as8 now said, by jailer,truth known only © 
to officials, but outside testimony strong as to main facts,but 
difficult to obtain at any investigation, because witnesses 
afraid to testify. To prevent repetition and stop prolonged 
confinement in cells of Americans without commnnication, demands - 
ed that Scott,already incomunicado 264 hours,should be taken | 
out and placed in terms general prisoners,which I think will be 


cone. Wanted to know if Gover ment would sustain said demand, 


and am greatly worried the press should have published it,and 


how | 
am investigating to fim knowledge Obtained. Person,who has 


been Madrié, says Spanish authorities.have key to cipher. 3 
Thought it good opportunity to demand release of Americans,who — 
have been long comfined with no prospect immediate trial,and so 
suggested. Scott,son mative Americans, resistered 1871.) Re- 3 
leased from i Aoomu dd cada, aot total release cemanded. Deprecate 


war,seen too mich of it,actuated only by desire to serve 
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Mr . LEE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Transmitting copy of a letter from Oscar Ces- 


pedes ,an American in prison at fort Cabstha. 


1 Enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 10,1697. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washingtoa,D.C,. 
Sir: 
I have the homor to enclose a copy Of a letter from Mr. 
Oscay Cesépecdes,an American prisomer confined at fort "Cobahe™, 
This case has received my attention ,ami I have emiesavored 


to secure a prompt trial for this persom as well as all other 


American prisoners in this Island. So far I have not been able 


to accomplish it. 


1 Enclosure: Copy referred to. 
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Bauclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.390. 


HABANA, March 10,1897. 


La CabaSa,March 7,1897. 


Haba ne. 


Fitzhugh Lee, 884. 


U.S.Consul General, Habana, 


Dear Sir: 


A few cays ago I Wrote tO you asking you thet the 


day you came to the Gabalia You wovld pléase ask to see me as 
well as the rest of Amernitaid here,séit I hope that you will do 


sO,whenm you come. 

I also wish you will) Look in to my Cane, as T have been in 
prison at Matanzas, at Jou aiready Kuow,for nore than 4 moxrths, 
and here over two mdRths, ei yet mbthim; has been dane regard- 
ing me by this Govermmett,and what de worst there is no sicn of 
so doing for a lone time. And as 1 am sick with paludic fever, 
and although the cell I am in is the best, and no t so damp as 
the others,still omce in a while I have the fever,and | am told 

that as long as I am kept here ani am not allowed to breath fre 
fresh air and pure,and go to a dry place,I shall not get cured 
of my sickness. So I wish you would please attend to this,anc 
see 1f my case may come up 48° 800nws + possible;sao thet.d my 
be tried,and be set at liberty,as 1 am s5ure I will be,as I am 
imnocent of all charges against me,and beside I an caught with- 
out arms of any kind,I came as a reporter and acted as such iz 
the field,and as I did act come to fight I-did mot need Ro 
arms,the only @ne I used was my pew. I also wish to @xll your 
attention to this,as I saw in a New York newspaper,that Con- 
gress was informed that when I fell im the hands of the Span- 
ish troops I had arms,and that is mo S0,&amG MO OCHe Cah prove 


that I was. So please come or Sem Some Ohe Im your Rame to 


= 


see ne as I wish to explain by word,and t by writing this 


and some other things to you or who may co from that Con 


" 


sulate ,send im your name,and I hope it wili}be socom. 


Hopimg you will do me the favor of attending to my 


wishes I am, etc. 


(Signed) Oscar Cespedes. 
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Mr 7 LEE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Transmitting copies of cormunication regarding Anori- 


Cen rriso ATS in this . isi: Mie 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 10,1897, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of my commni- 


cation of the 6th instant to the Governor and Captain General, 


® 


regarding bo American prisoners in this Islanmd,and copy-trans- 


lation of his answer theretog oor beth ct «Gidin treksctzes~ 


J em,Sir,your obedient phe See, 
PSs 0 


2 Enclosures: 
No.1. Mr.Lee to Governor ami Captain General,March 6. 


No.2. Governor General to Mr.Lee,March 8. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.391. 


HABANA, March 10,1897. 


UAS.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA,March 6th,1897. 

- fo His Excellency the Governor. and Captain General of Cuba. 

Excellency: 

I have been informed your Government has been consider- 
ing the question of arranging for a prompt trial of all Aneri- 
can prisoners, now undergoing imprisomment, with a view of expel- 
ling from this Island all those found guilty ,and releasing all 
those against whom the ch&rges Jeading to their arrest have 
not been sustained. 

I write to express the hope that some such spetiet ous 
be reached in the interest of future harmony. 

The American people have MBwer understood the lome delays 
incident to trial of American prisoners, because the jurisprnu- 
dence of the United States holds every man innocent,until found 
guilty,amd such proof must be speedily forth comimg,lest in- 
nocent men suffer lowe and irksome confinement unjustly. 

The people of the United states do mot understand either 
the practice maintaimed of confining 2 person im a small;,soli« 


tary cell on mere suspicion that he has been guilty of viola- 


tiom of law,but believe the accused should be promptly con 


fronted with his accusers,duly and quickly examined ,and either 
released or sent on to be tried by the proper tribunal. 

I have,onm the one hand,contended that the imprisomment of 
every American prisoner "“imcomumicado",over 72 hours,was a vio-= 


lation of his treaty rights. In previous comnunications you 


Be 
have upheld that a proclamation of martial law suspends such 
obligations,to which I have replied that martial law cannot 
sweep aside the provisions of a solemn contract between Spain 
end the United States,so lome as the two countries are at peace, 
I had more than once suggested to the State Department of the 


United States that the difference of opinion between us,0R this 


most important question, should be duly comsidered and settled 


between our respective Governments. The delay in the disposis 


tion of the Master was sO great,that after the death of Dr. 
Ruiz,I felt itimy. duty to bring the matter to an issue by de- 
mamdime that amother Americal prisoner ,thern undergoing the 
ordeal of "“imcomunicado",over 72 hours,should be released from 
such a confinement,and requested the Goverment of the United 
States to support such demand if mecessary. 

Section 2000 of. the U.S .Revised Statutes,says that all 
naturalized citizens of the United States shall receive from | 
the U.S.Govermment,the same protection of persons and property, 
which is accorded to native born citizens. 

I admit the maturalization laws of the United States are 
defective and have préviously Keccemiiihéd to the State Depart- 
ment that they should be changed im essential particulars, but 
as long as they remain as the laws,s0 loRg will they be manda- 
tory upoRm me,while occupyimg my present position, 

To remove and thereafter simplify all such troublesome 
questious,and in the interest of peace,and that cordial and 
friendly spirit that should exist betweem us and our Govern 
ment§$I sincerely hope that some. such solution of the trouble- 
some guestiom ,as I have imiicated at the commeucement of this 

commumicatiom,may be found. 
I am, etc. etc. 
(Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No.2. 

With Despatch No,S91. 
HABANA, March 10,1897. 
TRANS LATIONY 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE SSLAND OF CUBA. 


In answer to yourncourteous mote of the 6th instant,re- 
lative to the causes which are being initiated agaimst sundry 
American citizens residing in this Island,who are under arrest, 
pending the results of the proceedings instituted against them, 
I have to inform you that the spirit of abbreviating as much as 
possible the term of the arrest of foreigners and the substan- 
tiation of their causes, has always prevailed with this Govern- 
ment; and although it is true that the laws ruling in the Courks 


of Justice of Spain are somewhat deficient,as also happenRrs,as tN 


you declare,in the legi&ilation of the Republic which you repre- 
sent,I am compelled to order their strict observance, even to 
che prejudice of the spaniards themselves. 

And with respect to other general points to which you 
make reference in your said note,I have to say that their re- 
solution pertains solely to the high representations of both 
Govermnexnts,. 


God guard you mamy years, Habana,S March,1897. 
(Signed) Valeriano Wevler. 


To the Consul Gemeral of the United States. 
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: said ‘SECRE stig 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
WASHINGTON. 


March 15, 1897. 

4 
My dear Sir: 

The President directs me to thank you for 
sending him General Fitzhugh Lee's letter, which 
I herewith return to you. 

The Presider: says that he is pleased with 
the contents ani is glad to learn of General 
Lee's willingness to remain at his present post 
so long as the President desires. The President 
has confidence in General Lee's devotion to 
American interests and is convinced of his earn- 
st desire to guard the rights of American citi- 
zens. 

Please convey the substance of the above to 
General Lee, as coming from the President. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Lt Ver 


Secretary to the President. 


Hon. John Sherman, 
Secretary of State. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


(Freoo 


MAR 13 1897 HABANA, March 10,7897. 


ate 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Exclosing letter from Sylvester Scovel. 


l Buclosure. . 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 16, 1897 : 


ywOmorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washineton, D.C. 


with réference to my telegram of the %th instant, confirmed 
DY my despatch No.387 of to-day,reading" 
"Habana,March 8,1897. 
"Assistant gecretary of State, 
Washington, 
Your despatch of to-day just received. Insurgents are 
reported closinc in on Sancti Spiritus.Dancer of place 
being fired by them or by Spanish and of Scovel perishing 
in flames. Another reason vents @ good surgeon to perform. 
an operztion on him, (8ged) Lee*®. 
I beg to enclose copy of a letter from Scovel,which speaks 


for itself. 


I am, Sir,¥our Oobedie at par? AS 
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Consul @éeneral 


1 Enclosure: Copy of Jetter from Scovel. 
f és 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No .392. 
Habana,March 10,1897. 
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Jail of Sancti spiritus,March 4,12897. 


Gentral Fitzhuch Lee, 
U.S .Comsul General,Habana,. 
Dear Sir: 

As per my cable of noom on March 5th 7 have the honor to 
earnestly request that I may be moved to Hevana as quickly 2s 
possible and at my expense, pendine trial. Nearly ail the span 

ish regulars have been permanently moved fromm the towns of 
Seneti Spiritus, Tumns,and the rail road between. On March 2nd 


the insurgents began operations against this connecting road, 


59 kilometres lomg,by placing a bomb that exploded under a 
hand car ahead of the train, killing several. I anbredibly i ti 


formed that the Rail road and telegraph lime will, within a Tew 
days,be completely disabled, the suardins force no longer being” 
large enough to be effective. I make my request in view of 
these facts and for the following reasons. When the ‘lines ars 
disabled there will be mo cOmmunication with Tumas,except by 
heavy ami occasiomwal escrots amd comvoys. My summons to g0 to 
Santa Clara for trial would be much dé@layed and I ‘would be for- 
ced to march probably on foot from here ta Tunas with «@ column 
or guerrilla through the open country. You can readily undier- 
stand what that means, Again,if I stay heregami if the almost 


unguarded town is attacked by the insurgents,or if Spai mUS.. 
war talk becomes much more lively, the volunteers, who are mOW 
in éoetrol are apt to shoot me agains’? orders, 

These are the principal reasons that impel me to ask von 
to thkéothis further trouble (in my behalf. I also stand much in 
need of skillful surgical advice and operation, This I could 


Obtain im Havana. Yours truly, 


‘ MIT 2 ISTE ee BE ede BR 24 Fe wipe Me od 


(Signed) Sylvester Scovel. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March Li, 1897. 


Mr. LES 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


GASE’OF PRANCIS J.CASANAS. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 11,1897. 


Honorable KSsistant Secretary of State, 
‘iets aetntind th: 
Sir: 

With reference to my telegrams of 24th,26th and 27th ul- 
timo, and to-ny despatch mumber 385 of the 9th instant,relative 
to the case of Mr.Francis J.Casakas,unmier arrest at Sagua,t 
have the honor to report thas_ the Captain general communicates 
to me,under yesterday's date, that the case of the said American 
citizen has been referred, upor my denand, to the proper civil 


court of Sagua la Grande for trial. 


C—O 
T am,Sirsyour Obedient sety 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


REC'D. © HABANA, March 12,1897. 
MAR 17 1897 


Mr. LEE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relative to the case of Dr.RICARDO RUIZ. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Marct: 12,1897. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washincton,D.0. 
Sir: 
Refrring to my telegram of the 9th,confirmed by my des- 
patch mumber 388, write to say that I have given the subject 


of a judicial investigation of the death of Dr .Ruiz, such as . 
proposed by the Spanish authorities,my close attention, and 
while I am ready to believe that the Madrid Goverment: is sin- 


| cere, ani anxious for a thorough laveotigation, and will ‘pro- 


perly Aecesin any person or persons,said investigation should 
prove to be guiley,yer I sm still “unable to see how — an 
examination can be iuparktal ty co mlucteds there has deen such a 
reicn of terror over at Quamabacoa, shat it will not be ‘possible 
to secure the attendance of wlemessed, te will testify on the 
subject. | oe. 

Some of these witrmesses vere ix siijecend cgils anc heard 
Ruiz's screams for help, and row ths coll in which. he was cone 
fined,snd saw him removed into a larger cell,but only & after io? 
was dead or dying, Others are oi tizens, who possecs eae 
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testimony bearing upos the case. I am infor 


| ‘class of witmesses are Rot confined to Cubans, and oa among 


Shien, 26 a Spsnish priest. arse eae ay : f ache 
Pledged immunity to those. he vontity woul 


sults,because there isa fear that there £% 
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sort. 


2. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


in order to get such transportation. 

Already I am informed that Dr.Ruiz’s brother,who had been 
iu the employ of the Municipal Goverment of Guenmabacoa in some 
capacity,for the last 15 or 20 years,hes been discharged, and 
thst a photographer,who succended in taking a picture of the 
late Dr.Ruiz,after death,had his instrument and plates broken 
to pieces. I have given the subject of judicial investigation 
great deal of.thought,and am convinced thet it cannot be pro- 
perly made,however amxious both sides to the controversy may 
desire it. 

phe invitatiom to be a perty by counsel to the investiga- 
tion was at the instance of the Judge of First Instance or Ins- 
eruction at Guanabacoa. I am told mo lawyer from abroad can be 
admitted to court,under the Spanish law,and mo good lawyer of 
ciginh tin obiiae® ais aud reputetion here in Habana will accep? 
such service,for obvious reasons. An attempt was made to em- 
ploy such person when Sylvester Scovel was arrested and several 
of the most distinguished lawyers were visited and requested to 
20 to Santa Clara or Sancti Spiritus to defend him,but all 


courteously declined. 
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2. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


in order to get such transportation. 

Already I am informed that Dr.Ruiz‘s brother,who had beer 
iu the employ of the Muricipal Goverment of Guenabacoa in sone 
capacity,for the last 15 or 20 years,has been discharged, and 


thet a photographer, who succeded in taking a picture of the 


late Dr.Ruiz,after. death,had his instrument and plates broken 
to pieces. if have-,svts *h: subts-t of judicial investigation 
great deal of..thought,and am convinced that it cannot be pro- 
perly made,however amxious both sides to the controversy may 
desire it. 

phe invitation to be a party by counsel to the investiga- 
tion was at the instance of the Judge of First tmeteuce or Inms- 
tructien at Guanabacoa. I am told mo lawyer from abroad can be 
admitted to court,under the Spanish law,and no good lawyer of 
practice,standing and reputetion here in Habana will accept 
ach service,for obvious r«usons. An attempt was made to em 
nloy such person wher Sylvester Scovel was arrested and several 
of the most distinguished lawyers were visited and requested to 
go to Sante Clara or Sancti Spiritus to defend him,but all 


courteously declined. 


I am,Sir,your obed cat Ben ae 
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pou Bang CABLE MESSAGE. 
THE@MESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 13,1897. 
Honorable Assistant gecretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of instruction§ 
BSS od em 


No.243,dated Feb.4,ami from No.M@6 to 275,inclusive. 
eae 


Also of circulars dated Feb.llth,12th and iSth. 
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Confirming telegrams. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 33,1897. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the hormor to acknowledge receipt of your cipher 


a 


telegram, reading: 


"Washington,March 11th. 


Lee, Consul General, Habana. 

Tell Judge of Guamabacoa in <aethatne the receipt of 
his request you be present investigation Ruiz case,you must 
await full instructions from your Governument. 


(sgd) Rockhill.” 


Ami also to confirm my answer,as follows: 


“Habana,March llth. 
Assistant secretary State, Washington. 
Your telegraphic imstruction to-day previously eidinina 
with. Will write Saturday's a 4 On subject. 
(sed) Lee", 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant, 
| Co 
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SLEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 
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Brom  ‘Havane, March’ 18, 1897. 


“Adsistant/ Secretary\State, : 
Washington, “D.C. 
Th line of: your aneaeeen of today, respectfull 
Suggest demand for. prompt. trial American prisoners or. their reles 


Hréthecd, hot and: sickly. season sentence then. to death. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 15th,1897. 


Department of State. 
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Protest made to Governor General respecting attempt to 


collect taxes on farms and plantations belogging to American 


—— 


citizens, 


~OQOw Kee eee = 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, arch 15th,1897. 


Wiliiam W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


In obedience to the Department of State's instruction 
No.2 7 5,0f the 6th instant, to protest to the Captain General 
of the Island of ile against the attempt to collect taxes 
for territorial purposes from American owners of farms and 
plantations in this Island, I have the honor to state that 


under date of the 135th instant, I presented a protest ig con- 


formity with said instruction, of which I accompany a trans- 


- 


lation copy. 


I am, Sir, 
NZ 


Your obedient s 


Enclosure: 


Consul General LEE to the Governor General,March 15th,1897, 
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Enclosure No.l. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 15th,1887. 
Copy-translation, 
CONSULATE GENERAL of the UNITED STATES, 
Habana, March 13th,1897. 
To His Excelleny the Governor @eneral and Captain General 
of the Island of Guba. 
etc, etc, etc, 
Excellency: 

In view of the reports received by the Department 
of State of the United States, that the municipal authorities 
of the district of Sagua la Grande, are exacting from sundry 
American citizens,planters in said jurisdiction,the payment 
of taxes it is said they owe upon their respecti¥e properties, 
I have received instructions from my Government to protest 
before Your Excellency,as I now’ have the honor to do by this 
communication, acainst the-eattempt of the authorities of the 
Island to collect taxes of territorial impost from the Ameri- 
ean citizens,owners of plantations,é&c,basing this protest wpon 
the ground that said citizens have been deprived of their rights 
and the means of securing the funds necessary for the payment 
of these or any other taxes,in the sense that their properties 
have not been operated during the past two years,owing to the 
failure of the Spanish authorities to give due and efficient 


protection to the planters, 


Which I have the honor to inform Y.E, in compliance with 


the aforesaid instructions of my Government dated the 8th 
March,1897, 


I am, Excellency, é&c, 


(Signed) PITZHUGH LEE. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 15th,1697. 


Department of State.. ’ 
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Case of AGUSTIN CLEMENTE BETANCOURT, American citizen 


imprisoned in the CABANA fort. ) 
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One enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 15th,1897. 


Hon: William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor te communicate to the Department the 
following particulars respecting the case of AGUSTIN CLEMENTE 
BETANCOURT, a citizen of the United States,who is the in Caba- 
fa for] ,Calabozo No .42, charged with rebellion, 


On the 8th of February last,I received a letter from Mr, . 


Betancourt to the effect that he had been for about a month 


imprisoned in the Cabaria fort,held subject to military juris- 
diction,but as an American citizen he claimed the protection 
of this consulate general. As his name aid not appear in the 
register of citizens of this office,I asked hig to furnish the 
proofs of his citizenship, and on the lst March received from 
him a certificate of naturalization issued by the U.S.District 
Court for the Southern District of Plorida,and dated Key West 
November 2nd,1892, 

Consequently,under dates of March 1st and Srd,I addressed 
the Governor General in his behalf,<nd claimed the treaty ri 
rights to which he was entitied. 

Under date of the 14th instant, I am advised by the Gov- 
ernor General that he has waived military jurisdiction of the 
case in favor of the Judge of Instruction of G@uanajay,and that 
the charges against BETANCOURT are for rebellion, 

I am, Sir, Ta 


Your obédient servs a Za 


J 


Fonsul G ral. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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5 enclosures. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 
Honorable Assistant Gecretary of gtate, 


‘Washington,D.Cc. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of letters 
. received from the following American prisoners at fort qabana, . 
namely: Ona Melton and William Leavitt,of the "Competitor"; 
Manuel Pernandez Chaqueilo,George Washington Aguirre and Oscar 
Cespedes,and to call your especial attention to the health of 
some of them and to the length of time all have been kept in 


prison awaiting trial.) In this connection I beg to refer you 


to my despatch number 555 of the 17th pebruary last, reporting 


that under date of the 13th of same month the Captain General 


informed me that he had asked the Commandancy general of Marine 


of this Naval station for facts regarding the tase of the 


™~ 


"Competitor". WNothing further has been received from the Cap- 


~ tain General on the subject. } 


— ow : 
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I am, Sir ir edien:. rvant 
ent nite siege ie 
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5 Enclosures:Copies of letters from Ona ywelton,William Leavitt, 


Manuel Pernandez Chaqueilo,Geo.W,Acuirre and Oscar Cespedes, 
M 4 we oe ais | : Spans | : 
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HABANA, Fort cabafia,March 10,1897. 
: There are nine american prisoners in fort Cabana. Those 
of the "Competitor" have been imprisoned for the longest period 
of time, Since April 25th,1896, 

We have been kept in close confinement in crowded. and gloo- 
my cells for nearly eleven months. Never outside the barred 
cells,never enjoying a Single glimpse of the landscape,or even 
of a green sprig of grass,or a leaf,except on the occasions 
when Consul Lee,or those connected with the U.S.ConSsulate, ob- 
tain official permission to visit usS,and we are taken outside 
the prison walls to a guard house,from where we can see Havana, 
the harbor: and the mountains beyond, and inhale uncontaminated 


- 


air for a few hours. 

Consul Lee always manages to make the visit as long as 
possible,even getting permission for us to. come out of the 
little guard house and Stand'on the grass beneath a shady tree, 
To us these visits mark the periods of time of our imprisonment 
the intervening intervals representing so much blank space 
walking up and down the vaulted cell,or sSleeping,or falling 
into line to be counted in a constant and monotonous routine, — 

It is generally customary to prove a prisoner guilty and 
then let him suffer ‘the penalty,but it might be thought that it 
was the intention to let the competitor prisoners suffer the 
penalty first. 7 


Five of the Competitor prisoners were tried by a Summary 


court martial in Havana,on an indictment of piracy and rebel- 


lion,May 8,1896,and' were sentenced to death. By the determined 


and energetic action of consul Williams,the. excution was stayed 


and the case was appealed to the Supreme Court at Madrid. That 


Ze 

Court annulied the proceedings of the lower court,and remanded 
the case to Cuba to be re-tried in accordance with treaty sti- 
pulations,. Finally,during November 1896,a new trial by ordinary 
court martial was begun, Adj of the Competitor prisoners were 
taken before the judge of Inbtruct ior several times to give 
depositions, The only difference between this trial and the 
Summary court martial of May ’*6,1896,was an the name, Consul Leo 
emphatically refused to recognize this court martial and 

there the matter stopped,as it seemed that Secretary Olney did 
ike eiee to: insiat on our receiving aviidtimediate trial by ‘the 
civil court, 

generai Lee has done all that could be done for the com 


fort of the American prisoners, General Garrich ,the Governor 


of fort Cabaha,treats the prisoners with greater rerard than 


did his predecessor general Oliver, 


(Signed) Ona Melton, 


Bnclosure No . VY | aa 
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yabana, Fort Cabana March 10,1897, 

I am an American seaman,and shipped @n the "Competitor" 
as a Sailor, I was captured on shore a few hours after the 
other Competitor prisoners were captured. I have been in pri- 
son 11 months without shy trial whatever, 

According to the laws of the United states a sailor is not 
held responsible for the acts of the Ship,and he cannot refuse 
to obey orders after he has shipped,if he docs he lays himself 

liable to the law, Therefore; + consider that even were it pos- 
sible to prove that the laws had been violated by the Competi- 
tor,which I do not believe,I could not be held responsible, 

General yee has made continuous efforts in behalf.of the 
American prisoners.Ifdo¢not think that the past Administration 


has shown a proper interest “in them, 


(Signed) William Leavitt, 


Enclosure No, = al 


abana, Fort Cabaha March 10,1897, 

I am an American seaman,ar* shipped én the "Competitor" 
as a Sailor, I was captured on shore a few hours after the 
‘other Competitor prisoners were captured, I have been in pri- 
son 11 months without any trial whatevér, 

According to the laws of the United states a sailor «dnt 
held responsible for the acts of the Ship,and he cannot refuse 
to obey orders after he has shipped,if he docs he lays himself 

liabie to the law, iarathrers consider that even were it pos-<— 
sible to prove that the laws had been violated by the CGompeti- 
tor,which I do not believe,I could not be held responsible s. 

General yee has made continuous efforts in behalf.of the 
American prisoners.Iidognot think that the past Administration 
has shown a proper bihebs de Ge thenk, 


(Signed) William Leavitt, 


Enclosure No, \F 


With Despatch No, IGG 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


Habana,Port Cabafia,March 10th,1897. 
I was taken prisoner on the 9th of July,1896,at Campo 
Florido,in Havana provines,after the battle of the Arzobispo 
hills. Eight other prisoners were also captured with me, three 


of whom were barbarously killed, The rest of us were finally : 


brought to Fortress Gabafa,where we arrived on the 27th July, 


and where I have remained imprisoned during the last 9 months, 
My five companions,who were Spanish subjectS have all been Set 
at liberty,and I, the Only American citizen, am left’ in prison, 

If I am to be given a trial I cannot understand why there should 


be such delay. 


(Signed) Manuel Fernandez Chaquéilo, 


‘Enclosure No, a 


With Despatch No. SA 


HABAN Ay March 17, 1897, 


> 


bP 


Habana,Port Cabana,March 10th, 1897, 

I was born in yew york in the year 1878, In July 1896,1 
was in Habana province, and I decided to accept the pardon 
offered by General Weylér and return to my home, With that ob- 
ject\in view,I embarked in a boat at the mouth of. the river 
Jaruco and started to the city ofHabana ‘to make my surrender 
to: the Governor General,but on the way I was stopped and taken 
prisoner with my boatmen by the’ gun+boat"Antonio Lonae® and. 
taken to Matanzas,where I made my presentation to the Commander 
of the District. I was then taken to Havana, where I was tried 
by Summary naval court martial,but on the protestations of 
Consul general Lee,my case was turned over first to the milie 
tary authorities and finally to the civil courts,and on Octo= 
bGr 27th I was notified that my case had been appealed to the 


| 
Higher Court, 


I have spent eight months ah this Pe Aes 8 am anxious 


4 


that I should -be given an inate ial trial)” 


I am very much indebted to Gdnsul Lee for the favors he 


4 
8 
. 
f 
a 
° 
> 


has shown me, He does all that is pbssible to lightén the im- 


prisonment of the American prisoners, 


(Signed) Meorge Washington Aguirre, 


Enclosure No, oe fw 
With Despatch No, g Ay : 


HABANA, March 17, 1897, 


COPY, ‘ 
Habana,Fort Babafa; March 10th,1897. 

I was born in wew york in the year 1878, In July 1896,1 
was in tat inal. province, and I decided to accept the pardon 
offered by General Weyler and return to my home. With that ob- 
ject\in view,I embarked in a boat ee thexmouth of the river 
Jaruco and started to the city of Habana to make my surrender 
to the Governor General,bdut on the way I was stopped and taken 
prisoner with my boatmen by the’ gun=boat"Antonio Lopez", and 
taken to Matanzas,where I made my presentation to the Commander 
of the District. I was then taken to Havana,where I was tried 


by Summary naval court martial,but on the protestations of 


Consul general Lee,my case was turned over first to the mili-« 


tary authorities and finally to the civil courts,and on Octoe 


ber 27th I was notified that my case had been appealed to the 
Higher Gourt, 
I have spent aight. months in aa pr Boat, ane am anxious 
that I should be given an iupateiel RAPD te 
I am very much indebted to @dnsul Lee for the favors he 
has shown me, He does all that is phssible to lightén the im- 
prisonment of the American prisoners, 


(Sicned) @Meorge Washington Aguirre, 


o 


Enclosure Wo, a 


With Despatch No, 4 GF 


HABANA, March 17,1897, 


Habana, Fort cabaha March 9,1897, 
” @ell No,47, 
I was born at Key West,6tate of Florida, Ynitoa gtates of 


—— 
~ 


America, and'‘a8S- a reporter of the Key West Heraid i tame to this 
Island to act as & correbpondéntybut I had such bad Inck that & 
was made a prisoner at Sato vt gi darita on thé first of Gép- 
tember of the year 1896, without ave df any kind, I was then 
taken to the city of Babanzas,whore I made tyo declarations, but: 
yet I have not been tried, I have best Saptured Sik months Ago, 
Being sick with paindic fever, ahd be ing fii=treated in castis 
of "San Severino” et Maturnves,I asked Donsul dae who haa attéhdé. 
ed to my néeds.as well 28 to the meods of. ericans hore». 
and does all that is in his power for our’: | rt here, to 
Please ask for my removal to this sity of See ania. att he did so 


immediately, rhe 
I have only one Complaint $0 mako,afdgiet if thet 1 am 


sick with fever,as I have just menttoned X with to be triei as 
soon as possible,or sét at liberty,as the Déctors say that J 
will never get well,as long as J =m kept igcked up here in a 
damp céll, 


a Oscar Cespedes, 


Bis? 


CJ NPIDENTIAL. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


Condition of affairs in Cuba, 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


: 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


Honorable Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


tT have the honor to submit the followi ag views,with the 
hope they may comtribute to @ xmowleige of the correct comdi- 


tion of existing affairs: 


First: The insurgents cannot overcome and expel the Sparn- 


ish troops from the Island, 

Secomd: The Spanteh troops cannot in the near future sup- 
press the present insurrection. 

Third: The war will mot be, therefore,terminated until 
either Spain is financially exhausted,or some outside Govern- 
ment ixterferes,which outside Govermment means the United 
‘States, because the policy has beem announced that mo other 


Govermment shovld be permitted to do 50. 


Fourth: The prolongagion of the struggle means more loss 


of life oh and off the battle field,more destruction of proper-— 


ty,and greater logs to cornmerce. 

Fifth: The solution of the problem is surrounded on all 
sides with difficulties, 

It would seem to be a fair proposition to subsnit to the 
male populatiom,over 21 years of age,the questiom whether the 
war shall cease On condition of a liberal and genuine autonomy 
being granted,or whether the Island should be an independent 
Republic,its independence to be purchased by the Cubans ander 
some form of guaranteed bomds,with an equitable adjustment of 
the present debt. 

If some such proposal could enlist the approval and hee. 


comnendetion of some Of the great powers of Europe it might 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


tend to pave the way for Spain to ultimately cousider some 


such proposal from the United gtates. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


~ Relative to taxes on Americen owners of farns 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


Honorable Assistant gecretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


With reference to my despatch No.397 of the 15th instant, 
relative to the protest,which in compliance with the Depart- ° 
ment's instruction No.275yof the th instant,I made before the 
Goverrmor and Ceptain General of this Island against the attempt 
to cOklect taxes for territorial purposes Trom Anericah owners 
of farms and plantations in Sacua la Grande,I mow beg to report 
that the Governor General Jn a conmunication dated the 15th 
instant ,informs me that he has asked the proper authorities of 
gagua for 2a report on the subject, which,as soon as received; 4 
he will transmit to me,and I will then have the honor to for- 
ward a copy-translation thereof to the pepartment of State. 

I am,Sir, your, obedicrt servant, 
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Consul geQsral. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Release and expulsion of Oscar Cespedes. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 17,1897. 


Homorable Assistant Secregary of State, 
Washincton, D.C. 
Sir: 

With reference to my despatch 540 of the 10th Pebruary, 
relative to the case of Oscar Cespedes,an American citizen 
imprisoned at fort Cabalia,I have the honor to, transmit here- 
with copies of comuarications passed betvean this office ani 

» Goverwr general. As will be seen in a communication dated 
the 15th insvant, the:Governor General cormunicates to me that 
he has ordered the release of Mr.gespedes and his expulsion 
from the Island. Mr.Cespedes intends to Leave for Mexico by.” 


steamer "Yucatan"® on the 22nd Of this month. 


I meer ead a zai ent $s vant, 7 
2 
Wit RAL 
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2 Enclosures: 


The Governor General +o Mr.Lee. 


Mr.bee to the Goverror General. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With pDesvaten No,402, 
HABANA Seewhacs 4752897. 


se 


ransilatsio R. 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF. CUBA, 


His Excellency the Captain General ,under date of yester- 
day,informs me,that desiring to séutribure on his part to the 
good relations existing with the United States,has resolved, 
wo ted thetenti ae the importance of the offence of which the 
American citizen Oscar Cespedes y Pigueredo 18 accused,to con- 
sider as terminated the proceedings fol lowed agains’ him,or- 
deri ne that the said seras’k be expelled trom she territory of : 
this Island as soon as possible. 

Which I have the honor to cotmimunicate to you, statimg also 
that the proper orders have A+yeen issued by this Govermment to 
the end thet Mr.Gespedes be taken to that Comsulate of your 
worthy charge,and in intelligence with you,the Regional Governs 
will desigmate the day Cespedes will leave the Island, 


God guard you many vears. Habama,l15 ywarch,1897. 


(Signed) Valeriano Wyler. 


To the Comsul qgeméral of the United States. 


Enclosure No.2, 
Wi ye Despatch No .402 
RAB ANA, March 17,2897. 


HABANA, Maret 16,2897. 


4 


To His Excellency thd Governor General of Cuba. 


ExcelleRrev: 

“Im acknowledging the receipt of your commmnication of the 
LSth imstant releasit the Bnervican citizeR Scar Cespedes,in- 
prisowed at Tort @ahaiia,I beg to express mY appreciation of 
your desire %o contribute to the sood relatioms between the 
United States and Spaia, 

While I have reit it fi) duty recently to brian: the pro 
Longation Of the Length of time American citizens can be kept 
inmeommnjoado t6 an issue,in order that ité distrpbing condi- 
tiows might then he Tareve® removed, I can Wevertheless join vow : 
1a a mutnal contri bation that peace Me RS tag the: countries may 


be preserved. 


pot | 


I any ete. 


(Signet) Fitzhugh Lee, 
Consul qoneral. 
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Mareh 18- Assistant Sseretary State, WASHINGTON.D.C. 


chives released in February release granted-on-eondition report—te-me——— 
weekly_did-so for a time and then disappeared said to be travelling — 


-o¥er—tsland with Vitaseope show see despateh three hundred thirty . 
__1AGs 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Department of State. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 18.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: - 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the fol- 


lowing telegrams: - 


Washington,Warch 13,1897, 
Lee,Consul General,Habana. . 
Reported Francis Scott ‘plead guilty to charges 
against him. “Is it true? — (sgd) Rockhill. 


VWashington,March 15,1897, 
Lee,Consul Ceneral,Habana. | 
Prisoner erred in the name of Svott. I hope you will Have 
released. The Department is working to the 
same end. _ (egd) Rockhill. | 


Washington,March 15,1897, 
vie. Oasis General ,Habana, 

Larrieus'release is gratifying but the fact that an 
innocent man may be imprisoned for ten months without 
reasonable accusation justifies our demand for instant 
action or release in all such cases. All proper rights 
in the premises are reserved. Départment is also press- 
ing these cases on consideration Spanish Cover’ ; 

(eg4) Rockhill. 


I also confirm the following telegrams: - 


Habana, March 13,1897. 
Assistant Secretary of State,Washington. : : 
No American in prison named Francis Scott. Charles es ; 
Scott deniea pleading guilty to any charge. iI hope for ) 
his release in few days. (sgd) Lee. 3 


Habana,March 15,1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. | 4 
Scovel here. Starts New York Thursday. (sgd) Lee ~ 


Habana, March,15, 1697. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 

In line of your despatch of today iaeeksttnet te sug- 
gest demand for prompt trial of American prisoners or 
their release lest hot and sickly season sentence them 
to death. (sed) Lee. 


Habana,March 15,1897, 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington, | 
Oscar Cespedes,native Key West,released Cabanas on ¥ 
condition leaves Island. (sed) Lee, 


PSK 
i am, Sir, Your She ’ _ 
JIFFY 


‘ Sénsul Feveral, 
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HABANA, March 20th, 1897. 
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Report respecting conduct of Consular Clerk ROCKWELL. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, March 20th,1897. 


William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D. C. 


In reply to your instruction %.288 of the 13th instant, 
to report upon the conduct of Consular Clerk ROCKWELLsince he 
was detailed for duty at this office,I have to state:- 
that Mr .ROCKWELL reported to my predecessor,Mr , WILLIAMS, for 
duty on the 2ist May lhast,who it appears was satisfied with 
his services. Since I have been Co nsul General,Mr .ROCKWELIL has 


On several occasions been unfit for duty from drink. He has 
also been temporarily indisposed from slight ilinesses and 
been in hospital for several days, At the time of such miscon- 


a se ae 


:| 
‘ 
Pp 
| 


duct I have remonstrated with him,but from his evident sorrow 


and distress of mind and promises of reform after such occa- 


LEONE SE OEE, TE Sin Nn Bh Neha 


i. 
sions,I had refrained from taking any action calculated to pre- 


ER MOC I SO ERR 9 ee 


judice him before the Department. 


PR . meee 


From about the middle of Becember last,I have had no rea- 
son to pain ade of Mr .ROCKWELL'S conduct, until last week, when 
again he was somewhat under the influence of liquor. I conse- 
quently suspended him with the intention of reporting the mat- 
ter to the Department. After two or three days of suspension 
and repentance and the most solemn promises that I should not 
have occasion to find fault with him again,I reinstated him in 
his duties with the warning and netbin: understanding that 
any further offence would be reported to the Department. 

I must add in justige to Mr.ROCKWELL, that he is gentle- 
manly,of good manners and generally conscientious in the dis- 


charge of his duties. I regret that his unfortunate propensity 


should stand in the way of his efficiency as a consular officer 


—— a -— 


ee a -_ _ 


but hope that my action suspeming him from his desk and your 
letter requesting his record here,will have effect and serve 
as a warning that hereafter any further transgression will not 
be overlooked. 

I therefore request that no further action be taken in 
his case now and that he be given the opportunity to carry out 
his solemn pledges made to me. 

I am, Sir, 


a 
* —— 


Your obedient servant : 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 20.1897. 


Department of State. 
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Confirming Telegrams. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 20.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: - 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following telegrams: - 


Washington,March 18.1897. 
Lee,Consul General,Habana. 

Spanish Minister says Theodore L.Vives was released 
February first. ‘Consul at Cienfuegos has never report- 
ed release nor has your Consulate General. Report if 
the statement is true. (sgd) Rockhill. 


Washington,March 19.1897. 
Lee,Consul General, Habana. 

Superintendent of Police of Philadelphia wirés De- 
partment he is informed you have under your protection 
Robert Emmett Scully of Sommerville,N.J. Asks in case 
you have that you detain him as he is demented ane fami- 
ly want him. Officer will be sent for hin. 

(sgd) Roekhill. 


I also confirm the following telegrams: - 


Habana,March 13.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 
Frank J .Larrieu, American,arrested ten months ago 
Cardenas found not guilty and at last released. 
(sgad) Lee 


Habana,March 18.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 

- Wives released in February. Release granted on con- 
dition report to me weekly. Did so for a time and then 
disappeared. Said to be travelling over Island with 
Vitascope show. See. official a three hundred 
thirty. (sgd) Lee 


Habana,March 20.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 
Informed Charles Scott released. No man under my 
protection named Scully. If here is under assumed name. 
Will institute search. (sed) Lee. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


Habana,March 20.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 
Esteban Venero released. Was arrested Habana Prov- 
ince six months ago. (sgd) Lee. 


<— _—— 


I am,Sir, 


Your obec ge 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


March 22.1897. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 22.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Sir: - 


With reference to the Department's instruction No.286 of 


March 12th.,to investigate and report if Julio Cabrera y Fig- 


veroa has been imprisoped by the Spanish authorities in Colon, 
I have the honor to state that upon inquiry made of the Go ve rh 
or General,I am informed by him under date of 20th.instant, 
that it is reported to him by the respective authorities that 
no American citizen” of that name as imprisoned at ng 


I an,Sir, 


Your obedie: servant %y S 
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Department of State. 
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Claim of Mr.Juan Rossell. 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 24.1697 


Honorable ¥.W.Rookhill, 
Asaistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


I have the honor to tranamit herewith copy of a state- 


ment made before me by Mr,Juan Roseéll,a citizen of the United 


States,in which is embodied a claim against the Spanish Gov- 
ernment to the amount of $29,330.00 for damages and losses to 


his property and interests in this Island. 
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' Enclosure: - 


Copy of claim as above. 
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Enclosure No. 7 
With Despatch No. OF. 
Habana,March 241897. 


U.S.Consulate General,Habana. 
March 22.1897. 


On this 22d.of March 1897,before me,the undersigned, 
Consul General of the United States at Habana, personally ap- 
peared Mr.JUAN ROSSELL, of this city, to me personally known, 
who being duly sworn did declare and state as follows:- 

That he is a native of this ity, and @ naturalized citi- 
zen of the United States;having obtained naturalization in the 
City of New York,as shown by his certificate of naturalization 
issued by the Superior Court ‘of ‘New York,dated October 3.1872: 
and that he was residing in said city engaged in the ¢iger 


business: that in April - ,he came to the Island of Cuba, hav- 
ing provided himself with a passport from the Secretary of 
ekete Ho. 5369,dated April 4th. "78: thes upon arrival in Cuba 


cn A aC ET cr 


he duly registered at the U.S, Consulate General, according to 


fegulations then in force and obtained a cedula dé extrangero 
(foreigner's residence certificate) from the Spanish authori- 
ties: and shortly afterwards rented some land at Ramates de 


Guane,in the Province of Pinar del Rio,and commenced the cul- #3 : 


tivation of tobacco: that he als,.charge of an apothecary 
shop: 

That he remained on his place quietly attending to his 
business and building up his tobacco farm, ané taking no ‘part 
whatever in the deturdences of the Island, which broke out in 
February 1895: 

That on or about the 4th.of March 1896 the Province was 
invaded by one or more bands of insurgents under the command 
of the insurgent Leadegy Antonio Maceo,and in consequence the 
town of Guane was destroyed by fire, including two houses built 
at the expense of this deponent, tiled roofs, wooden walls,and 
which were used as residences, ann, cost eleven thousand five 


hundred dollars gold. 


The furniture and household effects destroyed at the omae 
time,was valued in Two" Thousand dollars: that he was conse- 
quently driven from his place and obliged to take refuge in a 
neighboring farm: That about a month later,in April 1896, the 
insurgents appeared again and set fire to all the tobacco store 
houses, destroying some 6700 métulds,en the stalk which had — 
been cut,and piled in pilones or bundles,for proper drying and 
curing, preparatory to sorting into man manoj os or bundiles,and bal- 
ing - the value of sata tobacco, in the condition it then was 

when destroyed réprésented no less ‘than Thirteen Thousand Four 
Hundred dollars gold. 


The insurgents also seized and carried away in April,four 
horses valued Four Hundred and Ten dollars. The insurgents 
came again about May and carried off seven yoke of oxen, three 


cows and their calves,which are valued at Five Hundred and Ten 


dollars for the oxen,and Two Hundred and four for the cows and 
calves, 


There were also destroyed some 24,000 tiles worth at 


$34.00 per mille - Eight Hundred and Sixteen dollars, and 4000 
bricks worth at 25 dollars per mille - One Thousand dollars, 


WHEREFORE he doth solémmly and publicly protest against 


the losses of his property and ‘@imagés sustained to his inter- 
ests by the destruction of Same,due to the lack of eivtentiod 
which should have been afforded him and his property by the | 
Spanish Goverment of this Island,under which he has been liv- 
ing,and to which he had paid all. the taxes and other dues exack. 
ed of him,and with whose laws and regulations he has strictly 
complied; and therefore he considers that he is entitled to 
receive an indemnity from the Spanish Government fully equal 

to the amount of his said loss,namely,Twenty Nine Thousand 
Three Hundred and Thirty dollars gold $29,330.00,and doth here- 
by make formal demand and claim upon the said Spanish Govern- 
ment for said amount with interest thereon until payment; and 
such further relief as may be afforded him in the premises. - 
(signed) JUAN ROSSELL. 


United States Consulate General, 
Habana,Island of Cuba. 

On this day before me,the undersigned,U.S.Consul General 
at Habana,personally appeared Mr.Juan Rossell,a citizen of 
the United States,to me personally known,and known to me to be 
the person named in the nforegoing instrument of the nature of 
a protest and claim against the Spanish Government,to which 
he hath subscribed his name,and duly sworn deposed to the facts 


therein stated which he declares to be true. 


(SEAL) WITNESS my hand and the seal of this Consulate 
General at Habana; this 22nd .day of Mareh,19897., 


(signed) Fitzhugh Lee. 
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A true copy:-/., 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL 


HAB | 
ANA, March 24th,1897. 
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S Enclosures, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 24th,1897. 


N 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washi n¢ton, D.C. 


With reference to my despatch No.394 of the. 12th instant 
relative to the death of DR.RICARDO RUIZ,I beg to enclose here-~ 


with copies of communications on the, subject »swhich explain 


themseives. 


I agp bE Sm obedie servant, 
MOEA. 


ape ceH Med. 


Consttl Genera} 


Oo 


5 Enclosures: 
No.i.My.Lee to the Governor General. 
No.2 Mr.Lee to the Judge of Guanabacoa. 


No.3.Dr.Burgess to the Judge of Guanabacoa, 
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Enclosure No. * £ 
With Despatth No. veg 


HABANA, March 24th,1897. 


U.S .CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA,March 20th,1897. 
To His Pxcellency the Governor General and Captain General 
of the Island-of Cuba. . 
Excellency: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your cormuni_ 
cation of the 17th,enclosing one from the Judge of Gur nabacoa fo : 
Dr .Burgess,U.S Sanitary Inspector hére,and another from the 
said Judge addressed to me. I have answered the Judge that I~ 
was at Guanabacoa on the day. and“hour named, that - was in the | 
puilding,although not inthe room where the autopsy was per~ : 
formed; that I did not witness it because & Gi@ not wish to see eo 
the operation,and I you owt have known mah about it if I had , 

In reply to the communication @f the Judge referred to 1 trans- : 
mitted to him a copy of a letter from Dr.Burgess addressed to a 
me regarding the matter, accompanying herewith another copy 
of said letter, Mi | = 
I am, etc. : \ 

: (Signed) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


NOTE: The copy of Dr.Burgess* letter referred to was forward=~ 


ed to the State Department with my despatch No.871 of the 26th 


February,1897. 


Enclosure No. 2 


With Despatch No. 49g 


HABANA, March 24th,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA,March 20,1897. 
To the Judge of First rnstance of Guanabacoa. 
Sir: 

Th answer to your note of the 16th I have the honor to 
inform you that I was at Guanabacoa on the day and hour named 
in your communication,that I was in the building,although not 
in the room where the autopsy was performed, because I did not 
desire to see it,nor would I-have known much about it if I had. 
The name of the scnk emis who I happened to meet was going to 
Guanabacoa,and who I invited to accompany me as interpreter is 
Mr.Stephen Bonsal. - I have the honor to transmit to you copy. 

translation of a letter from Dr.Burgess relative to the matter 
I am, etc. 


(Signed) Pitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


NOTE: Copy of Dr.Burgess' letter referred to was duly forwarded 
to the State Department with despatch mimber $71 of the 26th 


February last. 


Enclosure No. > 
With Despatch No. HOF 


HABANA ,March 24th,1897. 
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To the Judge of Pirst Instance of Guanabacoa. 


In reply to your polite communication of the 16th instant, 


I have to inform you that I was present during the autopsy on 
the body of the late Dr.Ricardo Ruiz,having been appointed for 
that purpose by the Consul General of the United States. 

The said body had on the vertix of the head a severe con- 
tusion of about an inch nd a half long by half ancinch wide. 
Dr.Ruiz died from a cerebral congestion,and said contusion, 
although the cranium was not found fractured,in my opinion was 
produced by a blow or blows,which while not fracturing the 

cranium were of sufficient strength to cause a congestion, 
I am, etc. 
Habana,;March 23,1897. 
(Signed D.M.Burgess, 


U.S.Sanitary Inspector. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL 
ARAMA, CUDA... COTS BO: TOM ee 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
My Dear Mr.Rockhill:- 

I duly received your letter of March 17th.,and I am much 
obliged for its kind expressions as well as to hear that the 
President and the Department are pleased with the promptness 
with which American prisoners are being released now, 

In regard to your inquiry as to the proper steps to be 
taken in the case of the three prisoners Nos."37","61" and "62? 
being the cases of men who have served in the Insurgent army, 


and who,of course,when proved guilty the Spanish authorities 


would have every right to punish them,I write to say that:- 


No."57" is the person,as you remember,who was tied to 
Charles Govin,being captured in battle July $th.1896,and his 
testimony as to the fate of Govin is very important, Numbers 
"61" and "62" were arrested in May 1895,reaching this Island, 
I am informed,with Maceo, A despatch No.388 of March 7.1897, 
from the Consul at Santiago de Cuba. to the Department of State 
rather advises against stirring up the cases of these ‘two men 
at present. At any rate I think we had better leave these 
three cases for the last, | 

There are a few others,however,that might be taken up. 
Numbers "31", 836", "3B" and "52" named in Senate document No. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL 


HABANA, CUBA 
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S4,might next be considered. 
‘Number "31",I am informed,voluntarily surrendered, He 
has had a very long confinement. 

I was present at the trial of No,"36",and heard no evi- 
denice against him, Please see my despatches in that case, 

NWo."38" claims he left the Insurrection for the purpose 
of surrendering himself,and you will remember he was captured 
in a small boat coming to Habana. 

As to No."52" I refer you to despatch 383 of March 6.18697. 
His case is now pending before the Civil Court at Guanajay,and 
he is charged with aiding the Rebellion. He is an old tobac- 

conist,and very deaf. I suppose there is really not much 
against him,though he is very likely a sympathizer with ae 
Insurgents. 

I think if we can get these last cases I have mentioned 
attended to one by one,if you please,it would leave us with 
Nos,."57","61" and "62" and the Competitor prisoners alone 
on hand. 

I think the case of Ona Melton requires prompt action. 


He is represented as a newspaper correspondent who took that 


method of getting within the Insurgent lines to furnish infor- 


mation for his paper,and it seems to me could be put on the 


same footing as Mr.Scovel and others who have gone by land 
the lines «2 


within,of the Insurrectionists for the Same purpose, 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL 


HABANA, CUBA 
m- 


— ee ee a a _——_— — — ee — = —— ee ee ee ee ee eres Sr ss cs sa ss a sr rs ee 


Melton has deen more or less sick since his confinement, 
and i8 now ill,and I think will die under ameh longer confine- 
ment. 

These prisoners are kept in cells,and are never allowed 
to god out in the court yard or other places where they might 
receive the benéfit 6? fresh air. 


Yours very truly 


AA \SV ; 
ECEIVED IN CIPHER, b 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 26.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of Stats, 
Washington. 
Sir: - 


I have the honor to acknowle@ge the receipt of the 
following telegrams: - 


Washington,March 20.1897. 
Lee,Consul Generali,Habana. 
Referring to my telegram nineteénth man Sculley is 
i under name of E.J.Nelson. He fs 22 years,5 foot 10,;dark 
' brown curley hair,grey eyes,smooth face,four front teeth 
filled with gold;- Make search. (sga) Rockhill, 


Washington,March 22.1697. 
Lee,Consul General,Habana. | 
Report whereabouts and condition Thomas W.Steeps, 
newspaper correspondent,who when last from two months ago 
had Santiago de Cuba to go Santa Clara province. 
(sgd) Rockhill. 


Washington,March 25.1897. 
Lee,Consul General, Habana. 


Urge immediate reply to your last(?) inquiry of 
Captain General reported in yor Llast(?) No.355. 
, (sgd C A 
I have also to confirm the following telegrams transmitted: - 


a,March 22.1897, 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 
Otto Nauen,of New York City,here under name Nelson. 
18 years,5 feet 4 1/2 inches high. Will send him home. 
No gan here answering description given in your cabie 
twentieth. (sgd) Tee. 


| Habana,March 23.1697. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 
F.J.Casanas Sagua released. (sgd) Lee. 


Habana,March 25.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 

On twenty third renewed demand to know when the Com- 
petitor prisoners would be tried,and on the same day in- 
formed that Admiral had not furnished report asked for, 
and that he had been again notified to do it. (sgd) Lee. 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, oe “lt 
tan es: 


Zz 


Consul Géneral. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Mr .Les 


Department of State, 
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Respectingtelegram from Judge of Instruction,Sagua, regarding 
Giplomatic functions of Consul Barker,and my reply. 


woo eingnitlien cna matinee cetngtiantii 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 26,1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


I have the honor to inform the Department that on the 
25th.instant I received the following telegram,which translat- 


ed reads as follows:-~ 


Sagua,March 24,1897. 
U.8,Consul General,Habana. 

I beg that you will please inform me by this same 
means,if the so-called Consul of the United States in 
this place,Mr.Walter B.Barker,exereises diplomatic func- 
tions,and in that case if he has power duly acknowledged 
by the Spanish Government to inquire of my authority the 
reasons for which criminal proceedings for political of- 
fences are directed against a citizen of the United States 
In behalf of the administration of justice. 


(gd) Eugenio Mafiach,Judge Instructor. 
To which I made reply as follows? ~ 


Habana,March 25.1897. 

Don Bugenio Meiook, Jute, 0 Civil Instruction, Sagua. 

Barker,U.S.Commercil Agent Sagua,was appointed Con- 
sul in August last,but has not yet recei recognition 
from the Spanish Government. Commerci the United 
States by Act of Congress are given all etions ef Con- 
suls. Art:?3 of Treaty of 1870 between Spain and Germany 
says Consuls or Agents can address authorities of their 
district in reclamation against any infraction of tréa- 
ties or conventions and against any abuse of which their 
countrymen might complain. Art:19 of Treaty of 1795 be- 
tween United States and Spain says Consuls shall be re- 
ciprocally established with the privileges and powers 
which those of the most favéred nations enjoy. Barker 
can, therefore,demand to /know the reasons of arrest and 
charges against American citizens. (egd) Lee. 


[I have tranamitted copies of the above telegrams to the Governs 
General for his information,and have also advised Mr.Barker 


of the same. 


In this connection I beg to call your attention to 


my despatch No.165 of October 7th.and its enclosures, 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient 
Ra A 


ConSul Gene 


Mate. A, Ulirreh >. 529 
> 
; 2 2\ 


me U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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No reply yet received from the Governor @eneral allowing 


Commercial Agents Hance and Barker te Aischarge the duties 


of Conéuls. 


U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, ; March 26 .1697 . 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 

ASsistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

Siri 

With reference te the subjeat matter of my despatch No. 
All of this @gte,I have to inform the Department that although 
Mesars.Hance and Barker,U,S,Commercial Agents at Cardenas and 
Sagua, respectively,were appointed "= be Consuls,and,I votinelis 
ed of the device General mdé¢r date of os 13th,August,the | 
temporary authorigatieon for them ty gsxercise such furictions, 
which I resented on the 7th September,no such permission. has 
yet been received nor hage I been Informed of the iasue of 


their exequaturs. 


3 respectfully rerer you to my despatch No.119 af Sept .otn 


and the suggestion that our Minieter at Madrid gall the at- 
tention of the Spanish Government to the matter. 
I am, Sir, 


Your ot 
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a ery, 


Received 2.10 P, M. ow: 


Assistant Secretary. of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Numbers 8, 66, 38 and 52 Senate Document Number 84 
should: receive first attention then demand prompt. trial for. thesaal 
) remaining. pending which can possibly arrange. their release. 


Lee. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 27.1897. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 27.1697, 


Honorabli> ¥.¥.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 
Sir: ~- 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the fol- 
lowing cypher telegram: - 


Washington,March 26.1897 
Lee , Consul Habana 
Your 399 ved, te Copypetitor prisoners want 
prompt trial? Is it in their interest® From pre#ious 
despatches it Was understood you advised in interest 
prisoner i Chaqueilo case unsettled. Do you advise 
and does he w prompt trial? (sgd) Rockhill. 


I also confirm the following telegrams: - 


Habana,March 26.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State,Washington. 

I have to suggest no steps be taken in cases of Com- 
petitor prisoners or of Chaqueilo until other cases are 
disposed of. See reply to your personal letter to be 
mailed tomorrow. When the cases referred to alone re- 
main unsettled I think it will be easier to secure favora- 
ble termination. (sgd) Lee. 


Habana,March 27.1897. 
Assistant Secretary of State,Washington. 

Numbers 31,36,56 and 52,Senate document No .84,should 
receive first attention. Thén demand prompt trial for 
those remaining pending which can possibly arrange their 
release. (sgd) Lee. 


The group 33747 as transmitted in my cypher telegram of the 


15th.of March,which is interpreted as Huddle,should have been 


57747 meaning Lest 


wig oe ain Sir, 


Your obedier ©, 


aie 


a 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


March 27.1897. 


artment of State. 


Senate Documentfand Circular. 


Receipt of instructions, 


‘ 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, | March 27.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhiil, 
Agé@iatant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Sirt- 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


Department's instructions mumbers 276,March 9th.to 299,March 


a 


22nd.inclusive;of the Sundry Senate Documentsreferred to in 


No.284; and of the Circular dated Pebruary 22nd .1697. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


fe REO. » HABANA, March 29,1897. 


APR 5 1897 


MR .LEE 
to the 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relative to the American prisoners in the Cabefia fort, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 29,1697. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington 9D Cy. 


I have the honor to report that I sent a representative 
of this Consulate to the Cabafia fort yesterday morning to see 
and ascertain the ‘condition of ne American prisoners there. 
He sieniied that Ona Melton is a little better,but still a sick 
man} that Willian Gildes states that his cell No.4l ts.over 
crowded, and that coms doped @ man was taken out of said 
cell with small pox. That the others are well,as far as can be 
expected under the circumstances, and de not complain of ill 


2 


treatment. 


My representative also saw Salvador Vernandez,referred to 


in my despatch Wo.301 of the 15th January last. Perna jes is “ a 
acderetng to his statement, 20 years — S months old, has lived 
6 gears in New York and 1 in Jacksonville, Fila. He came to this 
Island in Rius Rivera's expedition,who landed on en te Sep- 

tember last at Maria ia cabana metab del Ric province; he was a 


companion of Harry Delgado; efter landing was 12 days on the 


Ze 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


coast waiting removal of ammunition; about the 25th of said 


month of September he met Maceo and joined him; was taken sick . 


with fever and his feet swollen,and was therefore left to be 
taken care of at the house of the mother of the prefect of 
Tumbas de Torino,in the above mentioned province of Pinar del 
Rio} on the 8th December last he was captured by a Spanish 
column and brought to the fort cabafia here. Pernandez has 
no papers whatever of American citizenship. He says that he did 
not become an American citizen while in the United States, 
cies he has net yet attained his majority,and, therefore, 


could not become naturalized. 


I am, str vem ghensent ee 1 i 
pom fis , 
F (a fo 4 
Fr ye 4 /) ' 
Zonsul General. 
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE GENERAL 


c.. 


"| HABANA, CUBA Serer ese 


W.W.Rockhill, Esquire, 

Washington,D.C. 
My Dear Mr.Rockhill:- 

In my despatch No.399,of March 17th.,I enclosed copies 
of five letters from Américan prisoners in the Cabana Fortress, 
They came to me in an envelope from that prison and I thought 
they were intended for my information,so transmitted said 
copies to the Department. It now turns out they were writ- 
ten at the réquest of the representative of the New York 
"Journal" here who=had received special instructions from Mr, 
Hearst,the proprietor of that paper,to secure them - a fact 
which I did not know because nothing of the sort accompanied 
the transmission of the letters to this office, 

I therefore write to ask that if it is no violation of 
pb rules or regulations that copies of said letters be fur- 
nished to the “Journal's” representative in Washington. 

I am, 


Very truly gee 


a eZ sae 
pa rie 


am 


MAL 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


§ 


to the 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Resumé of cases of arrest of American citizens,with special 


reference to the protests against the length of period of 


incomunicado. 


tS aileblianentereienusaiae 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 31st, 1897, 


Honorablé William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of state, 
Washington,D.C,. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the Department's 
instruction No.285,e0f the llth instant,in reply to the inquiry 
contained in my despatch No.379,of the 2nd March,respecting the 
keeping of american citizens prisoners incomunicado (solitary 


confinement) beyond the period of 72 hours,the limit fixed by 
article 4 of the Spanish Constitution. 

The contention of the United States, that martial law or 
state of siege-proclaimed in Cuba does not affect the rights of 
American citizens under our treaties and protocol with Spain, 
has always been so understood by me,and that consequently 
Americans cannot be kept incomunicado under the original act of 
detention without being taken before a civil magistrate within 
the 72 hours after arrest. 

I am instruated also that it has been the duty of our 
consular officers in Guba to insist upon this right,and if not 
econceded,to notify the Department,which has alweys been prepar~ 
ed to Support the American contention by any means found neces- 
sary to that end. 


The Department. expresses surprise that I should have had 
any doubt as to my action in the premisés,and states my @uty-.in 


cases in which American citizens are imprisoned beyond 72 


hours, 

I would respectfully state to the Department,that I was 
never particularly instructed as to the 72 hours limit being 
considered as the American contention,until the receipt of its 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


telégram of February 23rd,in the case of Dr -RUISZ,although by 
its instruction No.155 of .October 20th, 1896, in the case of 
ADOLPHUS TORRES, arrested at Sagua,my demand upon the Spanish 
Government to be informed of the charges against TORRES, and my 
protest against the period.of incommunication having been ex- 
tended beyond 72 hours, are approved. 
I hereby cite the cases,as they occurred,which required my 

intervention before the Spanish authorities. 

With the exception of several cases of arrests of American 
citizens at different places on the Island, duly reported to the 
Department by the respective consuls,and ia which my interven- 


tion before the superior authorities of the Island was after- 
wards necessary,the case of LOUIS SOMEILLAN was the first I had 


occasion to represent to the Department ,(despatch No.51,July 
15th,1896). He was arrested (for the second time),on the 7th 
July,after a search of his house and office. In this case I 
personally presented my demand to the Governor General asking 
for the charges against him,his release if there were none, or 
otherwise,that he be submitted to trial by ordinary jurisdic- 
tion. SOMEILLAN was turned over to the 6ivil court. His trial 
and sentence was regerted by mé in despatch No.298,of January 
14th,1897, 
In the case of GEORGE W.AGUIRRE, ceptured aear the coast in 

a beat, without arms,I promptly asked for the charges against 
him, and his release of trial By civil Jurfetietien. I also fur- 
nished proof of his citigenship and inscription in this office 
and repeated my temand, On July 25rd,1896,I was informed that 
the marine authority, which had raised the question of competen- 
sy of jurisdiction, had waived it in faver of the civil juris- 


diction. (Despateh Wo a, guy $0 28606) » 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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I also made a demand.for trial under the treaty and proton 
col in the case of MANUEL..PERNANDEZ CHAQUEIIO, who was att Antt'i- 
can,a native of Key west,captured at th@ same time as CHARIAS 
GOVIN, and who is still awaiting trial ta Cabafia fort. (Sep dese 
patch Wo.95,Aug.20,1896,)..- 

In the case of the American ajtines Raver 7. DOR, & vibe 
senger arrested on board the American Staamer *Panene” sehen. 
just about to leave port on the Srd Béptember,1896,7 prosegted 
on September 4th, to the governor general agaiast his arrest as | 
having been effected im violation of article @ of the lar re 2 
lative to poreigners,of july 4th,1670,witheut thie office 
having been notified in ths matter and in ignorance of the 


charges akleged @gainst him, I was advised om the Sth by the 
Governor general that the circumstances of the case would be 


investigated and I sheild be duly informed. Almost daily there~ 
after I caused Igquiriee te be ante at the Palace for some ae- | sit 
cision in the matter, and finaliy sh tha 15th September I agaia 
protested against the gontieued tag i Ddhment af TOION, Who hail 
alrea@y been then 288 hours. incomumivade (without, dommunion- 
tion),as 4 violation of the Spanish comeéstutien und articies 
$86 and 469 of the Lav BF Griminal Prosedure,and of ay sot 
having bees aptified of the: charges against him, See despatches 
129,132 and 144 of September 22,16 and 95, and telegram of Sep}, 
16th, 1896. he pepartment asbled me that "the failure tp noti- 
fy me almost alone seems @ breach of intermational obligations, 
which would demand prompt end satisfactory explanation*®, 

Mr. TOLONts case was settled by expulsion. 

In my deapetch No.155 of the 30th september,1 suggested 
that with a view to the settlement of simflar future coutrover~ 


sies,the subject {length of period of incommnseado ,0t0} shentt 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


be referred to the Madrid.Government,recalling attention to the 
CARRILIO case,and requesting that the Governor and Captain 
general should be tnstructed in conformity. In my despatch No, 
163 of Qctober Eth, I tranamitted general Weyler’s reply to my 
official conmmnication,;in.which,briefly,he stated that the 
matter must be settled by diplomatic means, 

In the case of AIMREDO HERNANDEZ HUGUET (despatch 121, 
Sept .9,1896) arrested september 6th,after a search of his house 
during which it is @lleged.an attempt was made to secrete in 
one of hi# rooms incriminating papers,I immediately protested 


against the arrest,qnfi on. the 15th,when he had been incomunica- 
do nine day$,or 216 houka, I. agaén protested against the viola- 


tion of article 4 of the Spapish Constitution and articles 386 
and 489 of the Law of criminal Procedure, and the fact that this 
office had not been informed of the charges against him. This 
case was also settled by the expulsion of Ur ,,,ernandez. 

In the case of ESTEBAN VENERO, immediately upon learning of 
his arrest at Los palos,about sept.21,1896,I asked the Govérnor 
General the cause of his arrest,who replied that he would in- 
vestigate the matter. After some delay,this office was called 
upon to furnish proof of his citizenship. The case was transfer 
red toe the civil jurisdiction on the 16th pecember,. Under date 
of 23rd instant,the Acting Governor general informed me that 
the case is quashed but VENERO is expelled from the Island. ne 

is now at liberty under my responsibility and will leave for 
the United states in about a week's time. 

In-the case of ANTONIO SUAREZ DEL VILLAR,who was arrested 
at olenfuegos, gept.6,1896,Vice Consul casanova,after waiting 
for 72 hours to pass,made a demand upon the general Commanding 
the 2nd Army corps that all treaty rights of the prisoner 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


should be accorded him, He was referred to the Governor general 
and on the 2nd October I laid the matter before His rxcellency, 
stating that Mr.SUAREZ DEL VILLAR had then been,from the 12th 
September,7 days incomunicado,a proceeding contrary to the 


existing laws and treaties; unless the position assumed by His 
Excellency that the state of Siege suspended their action, was 
to be accepted. In this communication,to which I have not re- 
ceived any acknowledgement,I stated that the United States | 
Government insisted that no. State of war or decree of martial 
law could deprive American.citizens of the rights granted them 
by treaty. This case is.now settled by an order of expulsion, 
In the case of the American citizen ADOLFO TORRES, reported 
by our Gonsul at sagua as arrested the 4th September and 
incomunicado, at the expiration of 72 hours,Consul Barker ad- 


dressed the Military Commander of the district,asking for 
TORRES all his treaty rights. He was referred to the Governor 
general. I therefore made a demand on the 12th October to be 
informed of the charges against TORRES,and protested against 
the fact of his having been kept incomunicado for a Leager 
period than that set rorkt in article 506 of the Law of gr i- 


minal Peocedure. In this comminication I again cited the 
opinion of the pepartment of the 17th of May referring to the 
case of CARRILLO. TORRES.was released Nov.235,1896,no charges 
found against him. 

In the case of RAMON.CRUCET, arrested at Colon,Nov.3; 
LOUIS LAY,in pegla,Nov.11; JOSE GONZALEZ at Las Mangas,Nov.9; 
LORENZO VIVES,in this city,on Nov.12; and HARRY J .DEI@4ADO, cap- 


tured pjec.8,which occurred during my absence on leave,Vice 
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Consul general springer made the usual demand upon the Govern- 
ment to be informed of the. camses of Arreatyand claiming the 
treaty rights of the said parties, In the case of VIVES,who 


had been 4 days incomunicado,I demanded on the 31st ecember, 
3 ) 
that his case be transferred without further delay to the 
civil jurisdiction, He was. released about the lst of ebruary. 
Zhe painful circumstances in the case of HARRY J .DEIGADO, 
captured in a Cuban hospital,and kept for a time incomunicado 


in the San Ambrosio hospital of this city,were fully reported 
to the Department in my despatches 298, Jan.14,313,Jany. 20,314, 
Jan.21 and 320,Jan.23,and telegrams, 

In the case of Dr.GASPAR A.BETANCOURT, who was arrested on 


the 26th December,I made the usual demand on the Governmenty, * 


which I repeated on the Slst,protesting against the fact that 
24 hours had passed without taking the prisoner's statement,as 
provided by the Law of Criminal Procedure,and against the pro- 


longation of his state of incomunicado. Receiving no answer 


I protested again on the 4th January. On the 15th January,in 
obedience to the Department's instrpotion, I again asked for the 
charges against BETANGOURT, and @ther American prisdgers, or 
their release,which I repeated on the 19th. He was finally re- 
leased on the 9th February,and sailed for Mexico on yeb.25th 
last. - 

In the case of Mrs.BVA ADAN DE RODRIGUEZ, arrested at Puerte 
Principe,and bronmght to the jail of this city,I asked for her 
rights under the treaty and if there were no charges,that she | 
be released. She was roles od on ‘Pebruary 9th, 

In the case of DR.F CA RDO RUIZ, as soon as I learned of 


ay 4 


his arrest I claimed him a citizen of the United States, 


at 
Et 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL, 


HABANA, 
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ahd aed to be informed of the charges against him. I also 
telegraphed it t6 the Department,and I call attention to the 
fact that I prodetted to the Acting Governpr General against 
the excessively Drelonged.staté of incomunicado in his case, 
limited ty law to 72 hours,althaugh I was Informed by His Ex~ 
celleneyts commmidation Gf the I4th Fedrutiry that the case 
had been traneferrad to the civil juriadiation, The peculiar 
éircumstances which attended the death of Dr.Raig in his cell 
have béen fully commnicated to the Department. 

In the case of OHARLES R,GCOTT, arrested at his house in 
Regla on peb.9th,I asked fer the Sharzes against him,and that 
he de released,or have his vase transferred to bhe civil juris- 


diction according to the treaty; This case ts reported in my 
No.384 of March 6th, On thé 90th March, the Acting Governor 
General informed d& that the case against Scott was quashed, but 
his expulsion was ordered, and he wes delivered aver to me for 


ah Sepiaks Oe es we ‘“Griseba" for New York on the 
2fth invtant, 

eno vetnii.'dd the ‘enpoveven* jnpaensnes Se will mewn ts 

the Departiient ang the cortespondence of this offige with the 

Department gives prpet of the vigilant watch ovbx their case, 
ant. @he constant efterts te aédiioraté the candition of the 
pPidmmers anil vectire their final féleane. | 

Staple Felt 14 uy Quty’ fe wake thts resus of the canes of 
Americans who have beam @rrested and cast inté cé1ls here be- 
capse it wil) shew that ao-aae Saee Sieetet Sevier 
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Uv. Ss. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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HABANA, March 31. 
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No. 417. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 31.1697, 
Honofabie W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Setreatary Of State, 
Washington. 
Sir: + 
i have the honor td acknowledge the the receipt of the 
following telegrams from the Department: - 
Washington March 28.1697. 
lee, Consul General,Habana. 
In your 254 you say José Gonzalez does not claim trea- 
ty rights American eitizenbr want goed offaces his be half. 
Has situation changed?. (Rockhill.) 
Washington,March 29.1897. 
Lee,Consul General ,Habana? 
Department informed Thomas W.Steep imprisoned LW 
Cabanas Fortress. Investigate and report at once. 
(sg@) Rockhill. 
I have also the henor to confirm the following telegrams:- 
Habana,March 28.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, 
Washington. 
C.E.Crosby of New York, representative Chicago Record is 
reported killed while watching with field glasses a com- 
bat between Spanich and Insurgent Troops ‘hear Arroyo 
Blanco,close te boundary of puerto Principe ahd Santa 
Clara, Came to Ieland 138th.Jdnuary,  Gaid to >have 
been graduated St Cyr Francs. (sega) Lee. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 
So far cannot find Thomas W,.Steeps mentioned your 
despath'22nd.(~ (bg@)hae. ss 
eos Habana,March 29.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington, 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


™a — ——=_— —-—~, =; - = ——- - = -— ——- - _ > =—a - : — > : ~ . _ —_ om ose D> — _- 


Ruis Rivera wounded and captured in fight yesterday 
Pinar del Rio Province, (aed) Lee 
Habana, March 29 .1897, 


Assistant Becretary State, Washington. 

In American ecitisen Gonzalez case séit¥ation changed. my 
nods now before Civil Court Guanajay,and treaty rights 

WAT] be insieted on. Gee No,266, (aga) lee. 


Habane,March 29.1697. 
assintait Secretary State, Wathington. 
Steep not at Cabatias. (aga) lee. 
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March 3lst,1897. 


ESAR ESQUERRA y MONTERO, 


Department of State. 


, 


Arrest and release of 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, March 31st,1897. 


Hon? William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
Washington. D.C, 

Wy attention is called to a telegram from Habana, published 
in one of the New York newspapers received by today's mail, to 
the affect that this office had ignored the arrest of CESAR 
ESQUERRA y MONTERO, and American pinks born in Key West. 

Without ae previous knowledge of san matter, on the 26th 


instant I received a letterdated at the Habana Jail, stating 


that the writer had been arrested,-- without stating when,--- 


on a gubernat ive order for the alleged offence of "infidencia" 
(treason.),of which he was entirely innocent,and as an Ameri- 
can <i he claimed the protection which was his due. He 
sent the savhamenana of naturalization of his deceased father, 
ADRIAN ESQUERRA,but stated that he had not been siieedk sonia 
tered at the Consulate General . a 

I sent the Deputy Vice Consul eicithe to the jail to in-~ 
qpire of him the causes of his arrest,which ESQUERRA stated 


had been about the 15th February last. Om the next day,after 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


i ll 


examining the reg@ster for the inscription of ADRIAN ESQUERRA, 
preparatory to making a demand for the release of CESAR ESQUE~ 
RRA, he came into the office,having been released without any 
further explanation given-him. He promised me to callagain, 
but did not. He also stated: his intention to write to Key West 
for the certificate of his.birth,and would then apply for re- 
aie st 
gistration, but has not since made his appearance . 


I am, Sir, 


: . a id 
Your obedient servant, 2 
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an Ofaaa ESSAGE or transmission must be written on the jem Blanks provided by this Company for that 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 2.1897. 


Department of State. 
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Confirming telegrams. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 2.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhi11, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington. 


Sir: - 


I have the honer #9 gakmamledge the receipt of the 


following telegransi- 


ed 


Se TT ES MT RS 5 Io =. 
4e- 


lee, Consul General, Habana . 
Is Steap in préson gn he Matenzea and Santa 
Clara? Rockhill, 


Washington,March 31.1697. 


wr gna, tna ne thea? nae last telegram. 


Réckhill. 


I glad confirm the following telegram. 


stave, Waaniigten: 31.1697. 


: ane tying tolegran te Relay an ong ee 8 ‘eieteeate 
V oust elon te reseptten. % tyuth of Story. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 3rd,1897. 


—- 


sitihicenenntiabicaaipebss D ndienteseaiaen 


Transmitting a copy of a letter from Messrs.Crusellas, 


Brother and Company,soap makers of this city. 


One Enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 3rd,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.Cc. 


Believing it may be of interest to the Department I have 


the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter received from 


Messrs .Crusellas prother and Company,soap-makers of this city. 


ee ee. 
hag A 


— Co oe 


ao 


te. nsul veneral. 


1 Enclosure: Copy of letter referred to. 
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Sg RAPS ELT RIS IES SNE Ee 


Enclosure No. & 
With vempasen No, ca wh 
Cost. See Ss 
HABANA, April it 1897. 


HABANA,March 318t,1897. 
Fitzhugh Lee,Esq.,; 


U.S.Consul General, 


Habana, 
Sir: 


The undersigned, soap-makers, respectfully beg to submit the 
following facts: i 
According to the Treaty of Reciprocity between the United 
States and Spain,which began.to operate on July 1s8t,1892,cér- 
tain goods were free of duty in this Island,among which were 
the following: 
. Schedule A, 
6 = Pine rosin. Fy 
16 - Cotton seeds,cotton seed oil,cotton seed cakes for 
feeding cattle, 
17 - Tallow, 


During the two years that the Treaty was in force,the soap 


factories established in this Island took advantage of the 
above-mentioned circumstance,and imported free of duty cotton 
seed oil,crude or refined,tallow and rosin,for the manufacture | 
of soap. This enabled the manufacturers to make a good stand 
against the soap manufactured in Spain,sent to the Island free | 
of duty,and soon they built up a good trade with the United 
States, importing therefrom tallow,pine-rosin and cotton seed 
oil. 

All these goods came from the Southern States,which are 


the only ones that grow cotton pine-trees,and although some 


2. 
tallow came from New York,the bulk of it was imported from 
New Orleans,where,as a rule,it can be got cheaper. | 

This trade might have continued to grow,affording a pros- 
perous outlet for the production of the Southern States,when, in 
1894,the Cleveland Administration Gmposed<duties on Cuban 
sugar,and thereby put an end to the “gigs. og es Yee ‘Treaty, as Spain . 
retaliated against the Cleveland measure and also suieeaeal du=- - | 
ties on the American products,which had until then been free of . 
them, This shut at once the trade,between Cuba and the United 
States of raw materials for the manufacture of soap,as the 
Tariff duties then imposed were as follows: 

Rosin  $0.9000n 100 kilograms. 

Tallow ssh "1,20. dc. do, 

Cotton seed oil "10.05 do. do, 

These duties have subsequently been increased with the ad= 
ditional charges of: 15 per cent on the duty,5 per cent on the 
value of the goods,and 20 per cent on the tare,or barrel,for 
the weight of which duty is paid as if it were merchandise, 

So that the actual duty paid is as follows! 

On rosin $1.44 gold on 100 kilograms. 

On tallow 2.16 do, do, 

On cotton seed oil 15.52 do. do, 


We do not include in this reckoning the tonnage and eer a 


dues, which amount to $1.25 per 1000 kilograms. 

You will easily perceive that those rates of duty are so 
extortionate as to be entirely prohibitive,amounting in the 
case of rosin,to a sum equal to the cost of it in Pensacola, Fla, 
in the case of tallow,to one-third of its cost; and in the case 
of cotton seed oil to nearly three times its value in New 
orleans! 

This is bad enough; but there is still worse, Cotton seed 
0i1 foots,commonly known in New Orleans as soap Sstock,being 


the residuum or remains of refining the oi11,is made to pay 


e 3. 

duty as if it were refined 011! This is equal to imposing upon 
it a duty of eight times its cost! The reason of this absurdi- 
ty is that neither in the Reciprocity Treaty,nor in the present 
Tariff,mention is made of cotton seed oil foots,and the Havana 
custom house officials will consider the stuff as being cotton 
seed oil, 

Of course,it is cotton seed olil,and yet it is not, because 
a carcass is not an,-ox; the dregs,or residuum of a liquid,are 
not the liquid itself; there is found in the dregs some portion 
aliquid, and they are some of the essential constituents of the 
of & y" iquid, yet, they are néither the liquid itself nor have 
they the value that the liquid has,either after or before 
refining. 

Crude cotton seed o1l was sold at about 2 1/2 cents a 
pound, Refined cotton seed. 011 was sold at about 3 cents a 
pound, Cotton seed oil foo4S,or Soap stock,being the dregs or 
residuum of refining, sold at 3/4 to 1 cent a pound, 

It is not equitable,therefore,that soap stock be taxed in 
the custom house as highly as refined cotton seed oil is} the 
result of this over taxation being that none is at present im- 


ported in Cuba, whilst twenty yearsxago,when we were under the 


regime of a different Tariff,previous to the Reciprocity Treaty 3 
thousands upon thousans of barrels of soap stock were imported 


from New Orleans, 


We may resume the actual state of things by Saying that 


none of those five kinds of merchandise are any longer imported 


in Cuba from the United States,causing thereby the correspond- 
ing loss to the American producess, to the Cuban soap manufac- 
turers,and to the Cuban Revenue,which collects nearly nothing 
on the rédiculously small amount of rosin imported,and nothing 
at all on tallow,on crude om refined o11 and on Soap stock, 
Since absolutely none of thom: have been imported on the Island 


for the last two years, 


4. 

Now,we hear that a new custom house tariff is being draft- 
ed in Madrid for use in our Island,to be put into operation by 
the first of July next; and we hear that the American and the 
Spanish Gévernment,desirwous to show one another good will and 
friendship,yaid to lay the basis for a commercial agreement, 
are working in common in the draft of said Tariff; and that Mr, 
Taylor,U.8.Minister at Madrid,participates very actively in 

the work, 

We, , therefore, beg, Mr.Canaul /that, if gou canstder it may be 
beneficial to the interests of the United states to build a 
good export trae between the Southern ports and the ports of 

the Island in such genuinely Southern articlés as pineyrosin 
cotton seed o11,80ap stock and tallow,you might send a copy of 
this letter to the American Mini ster at Madrid, requesting him 
to use his best endeavors,so as to have all those products in- 
cluded in the Tariff ,men¢ioning them distinctly and separately, 
and to be charged with a duty not to exceed 5 per cent of their 


3 
: 
| 
; 


valugp Since they are raw material for industrial purposes, 
of course, 5 per cent is only a suggestion; it is a just sug- 
gestion,as nearly all raw materials are aliowed to enter free 
of duty in all countries,and others paying a very small per- 
centage; but if we consider the enormous duties that to-day 
are imposed on them in Cuba,we would be glad to obtain any 
reasonable reduction that afforded a sufficient margin for 
work, 

We suggest that theyre ought to be two articles or ache~- 
dules, intr@duced in the Tariff now being made in Madrid, one 
to cover cotton seed oll,and the other to cover the seed oil 
foots,and to read thust=- "Cotton seed oil,crude or refined 
(Aceite de semillas de algodon,crudo 6 refinado) to pay a duty 
of say, $0.25 gold per 100 kilograms"; and "Soap stock,or 
cotton seed oil foots (residuos de la refinacion del aceite de 


Ssemilla de algodon) to pay a,duty of $0.05 per 100 kilograms, 


5. 
Finally,we will say that we calculate the consumption of 
soap in Cuba,at about 500,000 boxes a year,worth from 21/2 to 
S$ million dollars gold, 
Spain.will do her best to send to Cuba as much of her own 
soap @s she can,and will not grant any facilities to the Unitd 
United states for introducing here there manufactured soap, 
which,even if it succeeded in being introduced would Meet with 
no favor among the public and has never met with any,owing to 
its quality so entirely different from Wiat we are here used 
to} butyon the Other hand,it 2s possible, en@ reasonable, and 
feasible,that Spain grant} tafthe Unltéd gtated a request to 
reduce the duty on those S aPticléS,which gpaiim does not 
produce, and which wild Relp Tidl thé Cuban Gedget By paying 
some duty, whereas to-day Uiey pay nothing beeagee they are not 


imported at all, | 
We are respectfully, ste. ete, 


(igzet) Gruseiia® Wne.2@ Co. 


U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 3, 1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Case of JOSEPH L.CEPERO. Complying with a telegraphic 


7 
7 


netruction from the Department. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL.’ 


HABANA, ‘April Srd,1697, 


Honorable William ¥.Rockhill, 
| Assistant Secretary of gtate, 
Washington,D.¢, 
sir? | | cy 
Yo compliancé with your telegram or fucveraay reading! 
*Lee,Consul General ,Habana, 

"Urge by proper peans prompt disposition of Joseph L. 
gepero case. Spanish Minister has written to Captain 
general and Matiria on watter wore than ten days ago. | 

nt {6ga) Reckntz1. 
I have addrassed a communication té thé Governor General 
on the subject, copy of whith f beg to tresantt herewith. 


oon 


T am fipaveur mbedientx 
ee 
er Ok Son aa) aa 


1 Enclosure? Copy of commumication referred to. 


Enelosuré No.1. 
With péespatch No,421, 
HABANA» Aprti 3, 1897. 
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U.S.CONSULATE GRWERAT.. 
HABANA, April 3, 18697. 
To His Excellency the Governor General of Cuba. 


Exoe lieney? 

I have the honor to call Your Bxcellency’s attention 
to the case of the America citizen Mr,Joseph L.cepero, arrested | 
on board a steamer Between Chehfusegos and Batabahs on the 24th 
of Pebruary 1896} which cade has been pending béfore the Su~ 
perier Court {audieneia) of Santa/Clidra for over one year, 
during which tame the said American eitizen has been confined 


in the jail of Santa Clara. The facts conhected with Mr.Ceperae — 
case are om record in the above-mentioned Court. 


Lam, etc. 
(Sigriod) Fitzhugh Lee, 
Consul General. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


April 6th,1897. ee 


ae 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Complying with Department's instruction No.302,o0f March 
26th last,relative to the case of Agustin Clemente Betancourt, 


a citizen of the United States confined in fort Cabafia. 


l Enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 6th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washi ngton,D. Ce 


In compliance with the Department's instruction muimber 
3$02,o0f the 26th March last,I have addressed a communication 
a the Governor .and Captain General of this Island,copy of 
which I beg to enclose,urging the prompt disposition of the 
case of Agustin Clemente Betancourt,a citizen of the United 


States confined in fort Cabafia; the said case having been re- 
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ferred to the proper civil court as reported in my despatch 


No.398 of the 15th of March. 


— a fe 
aa tae SE 


wr Se “2 oi frente Lge 


l Enclosure: 


Mr.Lee to the Governor and Captain General,April 5th,1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.422, 
AP Se April 6th,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
| HABANA, April 6th,1897. 
To His Excellency the Governor general and Captain General 
of the Island of Cuba. 
Excellency: 

On the 14th of last March Your Excellency was pleased 
to inform me in a courteous communication, that the case of the 
American citizen Mr.Agustin Clemente Betancourt had been re- 
ferred to the civil jurisdiction,the Court of Instruction of 
Guanajay having cOgnizance of same. I have recently received 
an instruction from the Department of State of the United 
States directing me to recommend to your Government the prompt 
disposition of the said case@gand to report about Same; for 


which reason I have the honor to request Your Excellency to 


please inform me of the state of the case reterred.to,amd like- 


wise to urge its prompt disposition. 
| I am, etc. etc. 
'(Sgd) Fitzhugh Lee, 
~"Colhnsul Gehbrat. 


ee 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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Department of State. 


seis cen dee ch evtintadiiginsts iigikuniainids 


Wreck of the American Schooner "MARGARET". 


dirinain'csentnabeaiacagl data aeuseiabipeiih 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, — April 7.1697, 


fignorable WW, Rockhill, 
Aawistent Gecretary oF State, 
Fashington. 

sirt~ | 
“Rave the homp? te inform the Department that I an 
afivisea ny the Captald of fhe Port,that according to reports 
received by bis S2Tice Trom the Onast Guard of the Mantua 
Distriect,om the S6th.ofwarch Jest the American four masted 
Schotner "MARGARET", bound to Cienfuegos from Mobile with s 
cargo of lumber, rap agrouné ebout six miles from Cape San 
Antonio,at the place known..as Caleta Larga, 

fhe crew comprised eight men fioluding the Master. 
Assistance was procered,and a considerabie part of the cargo 
@as jettisoned without remit, ‘The British Steamer" = =: 
"GANECTA" (7) also attempted to puld the vessel off,but mect- 
ing with No success,the master anf erew were trasferred to 
said steamer,with a geantity of sails,ropés and rigging and 
provisions. | ME 

“Pag -deebinetion of the "GARNECTA* (2) 3s not stated in 
the communication ere: $o. 


U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, - April 7,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


sentetin ities oui itseielibaibiiniacieiaa tales 


Relative to the case of AGUSTIN CLEMENTE BETANCOURT. 


ll 
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One Enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
April 7th,1897. 


Honorable Williem W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.c. 
Sir: 
With reference to my previous despatch No.422,dated yester.. 
day, transmitting copy of a communication I addressed on the 
same day to the Governor ani Captain General urging the prompt 
disposition of the case of Agustin Clemente Betancourt,a citi- 
zen of the United States confined in fort Cabafia,I now have the 
honor to submit to the Department a translation of the communi-~- 


cation from the Acting Captain General in answer to mi 


1 Enclosure: 


The Acting Captain General to Mr.Lee,April 6,1897. 


Enclosure No. 1. 
With Despatch No.424, 
HABA NA , April 7th,1697. 


TRANSLATION, 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE SSLAND OF.CUBA. 


In answer to yout communication of yesterday I have the 
honor to inform you that yesterday I was notified by the Judge 
of First Instance of Guanajay that on the_27th of last March 2 
that Court received from the Captaincy General the cause ini- 
tiated against Agustin Clemente Betancourt,and that considering 
it proper to accept the cognizance of same the said Court yes- 
terday accepted its inhibition, ordering at the same time the 
initiation of proceedings against Betancourt ami his temporary — 

imprisomment,also that his depositions be amplifieé in order 
to establish the degree of responsibility in which he may have 
incur... 
God guard you many years. Habana,6 April,i897. 
(Sgd) El Marques de Ahumada. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 


a. SABLE MESSAGE. 
ESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY. 


INCORPORATED 


sived for transmission must be written on the M Blanks provided by this Company for that purpose, under and subject te 
n the back hereof, which conditions have been to by the sender of following message. 


THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager. 


lig a ERICAN CABLES FROM NEW YORK TO CREAT BRITAIN. 
ae Sa J VE ANCLO-AMERICAN «rc ONE DIRECT U. S. ATLANTIC CABLES. 
“~BDIREGASSABLE COMMUNICATION WITH CERMANY AND FRANCE. 
sree c oa with CUBA, WEST INDIES, MEXICO 40 CENTRAL anv SOUTH AMERICA. 
MES SENT TO, AND RECEIVED FROM, ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 


OFF ICHS IN AMERICA. : 
All Offices (21,000) of the Western Union Telegraph Company and its Connecti for | 


OFPEICHS IN CREAT BRITAIN : 
ONDON : LIVERPOOL: No. 8 Rumford Street. 
No. 2! Royai Exchange, E. C. CLASCOW: No. 29 Cordon St. and No. 4 Waterioco St. 
A No. {G9 Fenchurch Street, E.C. BRISTOL: Backhali Chambers. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. MW. 
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= REC'D. < 


APR 8 1897 Krom Havana, April 8, 1897. 
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Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Steep reported in insurgents lines. Cuban Comman- 


der in Chief expecting him (daily 7?) 


Lee. 


SELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


—__——- #aoo 


Krom Havana, April 8, 1897. |] 


Received 3.10p.m. cass 
ra 


Yj — 4 CA D355 
Assistant Sécrétary of State, a 


Washington, D. C. 
Cuban Commander in Chief has three hundred dollars 
in gold and effects of Crosby Chicago Record. Will deliver 
‘ omly to my messenger. Messenger runs great risk being robbed 


or killed by both sides. No such thing as flag of truce here 


JO far, Mo facilities for such messenger given by Spanish 


authorities. See letter. 


Biddfe. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, © April 8&th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Case of Dr.Jose D.Amieva,an American citizen confined at 


fort Cabana. 


1 Enclosure, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April &th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D. Gs 


I have the honor to confirm my telegram of to-day to you, 


reading: 
"Jose D.Amieva, American citizen,dentist, former resi- 
"dent Matanzas, confined in fort Cabana Seen eee ae pre- 
"sented himself without arms. Will investigate" (Sz) Lee". 
In this connection, I enclose herewith copy of the comm- 
nication I addressed this morning to she Governor and Captain 
General,or to the General in charge,asking to be informed of ‘Khe 


charges against the prisoner,and also that the rights 60 which 


he is entitled under the Treaty and Protocol be accorded to him. 


I am,Sir,your obec Lent ne esi PF ee a 


ca 


Sonsul Ger 


1 Enclosure: 


Mr.Lee to the. Governor and Captain General,April 8,1897. 


: 
| 
| 
| 
: 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No,.425. 


U.5 CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April, 8th,1697. 
TO His Excellency the Governor and Captain General 
or to 
His Excellency the General in Charge. 
Excellency: 

I am informed by Dr.Jose D.Amieva,an American citizen, 
registered as such in this Consulate General,that he is impri- 
soned in a cell at fort Cabafia. The said gentleman states that 
he came from the country and presented himself to the authori- 
ties. I beg Your Excellency to please order that I be informed 
of the charges against the prisonér,and I havé,aiso,the honor 


to ask for Dr.Amieva the enjoyment of the rights to which he is 


entitled. as a citizen of ths Unité” States under the Treaty and 


Protocol between the said States and Spain. 
I am, etc. etc. 
(Sed) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 6th,1897. 


to the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


ame ee ee eee RK Om er er ee er rere 


Relative to THOMAS W.STEEPS,an American correspondent. 


a eeieeaetedel ate tetenl © teeter ede eeienteed - 


1 Enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 8th, 1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhidl, 
Assistant gecretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


With reference to your telegram of the Sist ultimo, receipt 


of which was acknowledg@by my despatch Ne.419,0f the Znd inst- 


ant,relative to Mr.Thomas W.Steeps,anh American correspondent, I 


beg to enclose copy of a letter from Mr.Bricé,our Consul at 


Matanzas,on the subject. 
In this connection I have the honor to confirm my telegram 
of to-day to you reading: 
“"Steeps reported in insurgent tithes. Cuban Commander 


“in Chief (Gomez) expecting him daily. (Sgd) Lee". 


I amsSir,gyour obedie 


- - —— ) 


1 Enclosure : Mr.Brice to Mr.Lee,April 5,1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No,.426, 


. -- 


U.S. CONSULATE, Matanzas,April Sth,1897. 
Fitzhugh Lee, Esq.; 
U.S.Consul General, 


Habana. 


Your letter of 3lst March,concerning THOMAS W.STEEPS, 


reached this Consulate this morning April 5,1897, six days en 


route. 
I have addressed authorities here asking for information. 
Will report soon as received. 
I an, etc. 
(Sga) A.C. Brice, 


Co nsul ‘ 


i 


; > - > 
U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL." @. 
\ 


“Stare 
HABANA, April 8,1897. i | 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


=——— ---Q--------- 


case of DR.JOSE D.AMIEVA,imprisoned at fort Cabafia. 


\gnen enenes as <2 -—Q—------— at eee 


1 Enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


_HABANA,- April 8th,1697. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.©O. 


With reference to my despatch No.425 of teadpy,relative to 


the imprisonment at fort Cabafia of Dr.JOSE D.AMIZVA,an Ameri- 


can citizen,I énclose a copy of a letter I have addressed the 


Consul at Matanzas in connection thereéwi th. 


One Enclosure: 


Mr.yee to Mr.Bkice,April Sth,1697, 


Enclosure No.1. 
with Despatch No.427. 


HABANA, April 86,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 8,1897. 
A.C, Brice, Haq. 
U.S .Consul, 


Matamas. 


DR.JOSE D ,AMIEVApam American citizen registered in this 
office,ds tow imprisons at fort Cabafia. Dr. Amieva states tpat 
he te inscribed at your office, and that his naturalization pa- 
pers are in possession of the Vice Canmpul at Matanzas. Please 
furnish said papers to me,and alec any information you may 
have regarding Dr.Amieva. 


I @n, ete. 


(Sgd) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


9 Gey 
: 2 Wy 
No. 428, we 

| U. S: CONSULATE GENERAL. a 
Confidential. | gud. 


Pon, ae April 8th,1897, 
@ RECO. < nS 


APR 13 1897 
Pog SUF 


to the 


Department of State. 


——— — — —--=——-0O37-3--3----- 


Trapgmitting copy of letter from Gen: M.GOMEZ, respecting 


death of American C.E.CROSBY. 


——_—— 


One enclosure. 
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No. 42 8, 
U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
Confidential. 
HABANA, — April 8th,1897. 
William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. D. Cc. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith copy-translation of 


a letter which has reached me from the insurgent Commander-in- 


chief,Gen: MAXIMO GOMEZ, respecting the death of the American, 


C.E.CROSBY. i 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedien 


os oat $y - re 
Z 


eee oe 


Consul-General. 


one enclosure$é 


Gen: GOMEZ to Consul General LEE, March 318t,1897. 


. 
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Enclosure with confidential Despatch No .428, 


Translation. 


Headquarters of the LiberatingArmy., 
Camp at Ojo de Agua,(Sancti Spiritus). 
March 31st,1897, 
To the Consul (general) of the United States of America in 
the Island of Cuba, Habana. 
Sir: 

Beside the community of principles and the affinity in 
love of American liberties,I am impelled to write you from my 
duty as General in Chief of the Cuban Army,and as a witness 
of the death of the brave C.E.CROSBY;,a citizen of the Great 
Republic you represent. 4 

To study our war} to <otvev his impressions to his people 
and his comrades in the Cuban American League who appointed 
him their representative among us, was CROSBY'S purpose, and 
during the few days he was at my headquarters,he won the rese 
pect of all by his talent and discretion, : 

He carefully studied and noted down all that was happen=- 
ing about him; he came not as an ally nor even as cur sympa=- 
thiser, but as a cold and dispassionate observer,nor could one | 
judge how our affairs influenced his mind, . 

At "Santa Teresa", (Sancti-Spiritus,) while we were engag be: 
with a strong Spanish column,he was at my side,and at my side 
he fell with his brain pierced by a hostile bullet; in grief 
we took up his body and accompanied it to the place where it ... 
was buried. zi aed 


, ; ~~ 
Foie 


I am keeping his trinkets and valuables\so that they shall 
reach the hands of his friends,of his wife and children, and se 
his companions in the hahevaike labor of the League} but I do 
not care to trust this to the present means of communication — 
we have,and therefore trouble you,as one wekt aware of the mos 


tives which caused him to come among us, to procure a competent 


permit from the Spanish authorities in order that some person — 
bringing your express representation shall come into my camp; 


(2) 
and tows I shall have the assurance that through your hands 
all will be safely transmitted to the desolate hearth and to 
the society that has lost him. 


After mature reflection,I believe that the Spanish author- 


ities will not object,nor can feel wounded in their susceptibi- 
lities,nor that this determination can compromise your delicate 
position, and in that assurance only have I allowdd myself to 
address you this letter. 

I have the honor to beg you to accept the assurances of 
my most distinguished consideration and respect, 


(Signed) M.GOMEZ. 
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1897 


ph 5 2 
aa ‘TELEGRAM abet of Cu "=D 
te . ; , —_ _- ~ 


DEPT. OF STATE 


fa Nendec 


R-9,2 4 2PM key, 


> > 


VAs 


Oe ee RD 


CABLE MESSAGE. 
oLeRN UNION Co pee pede 5 


INCORPORATED 


i for transmission must be written on the M he toliscine 
s back hereof, epidh ondiiinnen have page navesdl to Ue tae eer 
3 THOS. xs ECKERT, President and General ‘heaps 


- ) AMERICAN | CA LES comm? ap hd ‘ORK 
FOUR A SLO“ G 8 TU. 


‘ac 


rn ae oe 


isowncall Gr Mae NET Ar: a 


No. 21 Royal Exchange, ze CLASCOW: 
__No, 109 Fenchurch BRISTOL: Backnalt Chambers. _ 


_ 


* 


~ 


e, C 


> 


7 


Te OR 


LF ae 
- . € ’ ’ 


bf 


re 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April , 10, 1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


—— awe ee ---Q—-- eK Salliieetiendisentitenticetiedidiiedtinedt 


Case of JOSE D.AMIEVA. His release. 


U. S&S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 10th, 1897. 


Gonorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of state, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 

Confirming my telegrams of yesterday and of to-day in 
reference to ur. Jose D.Amieva,an American citi#@m,I write to 
state that the facts in the case as related to ne by him,are as 
follows: é } 

That he is a native of Matanzas, speaks English well, was 

maturalized at Baltimore,Md.on the 12th March 1878,ami joined 
the forces of ‘the insurrection, in which service he rose to the 
rank of Colonel, that his last duty was performed in Pinar del 
Ric province anid that he was with Rius Rivera, when the latter 
was wounded ami captured on the 14th March} that Riverats posi- 
tion was known and his strength given by a committee sent by 
the Spanieh authorities some time previous to interview him 

in the question of certain proposed reforms,which Rivera in- 
dignantly rejected, that Rivera's main force was at some dis~ e 
tance and that he had only about 100 sen, incluing his start &: = 
and escort,ami that he was surroumied by a forte of HO0Q 
Spanish troops, that 4 of his comand Were killed ami about 14 
captured, and that he esceped with the remainter. Afterwards 
Amieva started-for Matanzas province with 8 men, where his resi- 
“dene is located and that en route he was taken sick with fever 
that his little bani was attacked by Spanish troope,but all 
escaped except himself;that he had fever and could not rum, but 
raised his handkerchief upon a woah as a flag of truce,and se- 
oreting his arms,passed off as 4 pr Sentado (presented), that he 
did not dare to say that he was an American citizen, but wag, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


maie prisoner ani transported to fort Cabafia as a Cuban insur- 
rectionist,from said fort he managed to get a note to me saying 
that he was an American citizen,and upon examination of the 
registration in this office I found that his statement was 
correct. I immediately communicated with the Captain General 
stating the facts in the case and requested that all his treaty 
rights be duly respected. I also sent a representative of thé 
Consulate to secure his statement of the causes of his arrest. 
This American citizen has been released and this morning ap- 
peared in this office,ami will leave the Islami for the United 


States. sie 


I have gone somewhat into the details of this cage,be- 


cause I desire to draw your attention to the present mode of 
dealing with American prisoners, with the course pursued here- 
tefore,anid in this connection I call your attention to the 
case of Joseph L.Gepero, WO claims to have presented himself, 
and who has now been imp risoned since February 24,1896,0ne 
year and one month and e half,and also to the case of Geprge W. 
Aguirre,who also claims to have presented himself. The ‘statem 
ments of each of these persons are entitled to the same cre- 
dence as the statement of Jose D.Amieva,and they should be en- 
titled to receive the same treatment accorded to him. 

I hope the Department will request a prompt consideration 
of the cases of Cepero and Aguirre,in accordance with ths pre~- 
cedent established in Amieva's case. poe 


I am,Sir,your obedient 8 
Poa 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 10,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Tra&itiemitting text and translation of the Royal order 


relative to 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 10,1897. 


Honorable William W,ROckhil11i, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


VWashington,D.c. 


Sir: 


With reference to my despatch Mo.376 of March lst last, 


a 


relative to JULIO SANGUIIN,3 beg to enclose the text and trans- 


lation of the Royal order,regarding his pardon. 


I am,S8ir,your obedient s¢ 


1 Enclosure: Text and translation referred to. 


Enclosure No.1. 
with Despatch No,.430. 
HABANA, April 10,1897. 


Translation, 


‘Thediigh the Ministry of the Colonies,under date of the 
25th Pebruary ani number 206,the following Royal order is com 
municated to His Excellency the Governor General: 


"Excellency!= In accordance with My Council of Ministers, 
in the use of the prerogative with which I am invested umer 
paragraph third of article 54 of the Constitution; Znuyvview-of. 
the law of the 18th June,1870, which regulated the exercise of 
the grace of pardon and by virtue of the provisions of articles 
Srafel and 29? Considering that the Govermment of the United 
States,has addressed that of Spain,in a confidential and 
friendly manner ,soliciting the pardon of the American subject 
(citizen) JULIO SANGUILY,who was sentenced to perpetual impri- 
somment with chain by the Superior Court (Audiencia) of Habana, 


in a cause for the crime of rebellion,basing same upon the fact 


the . 
that accused has already suffered nearly two years preventive 


imprisonment; that if he was deemed dangenguecfer the security 

of Spain in Cuba,at the commencement of the insurrection,he 

has ceased to become so im view of the very different condi- 
tions which now exist} and that he has solemnly given his word 
before the two govermments not to aid directly or indirectly 

the present insurrection,which was dome ina written declaratian, 
in the mame of of My August Son the King D.Alfonso Xlll,and as 
Queen Regentoof the Kingdom,I hereby commte texthepatmléy of 
perpetual banishment end: ts-accessorieds that of perpetunk: imal 
prisomment with chain and civil interdiction imposed on JULIO 
SANGUILY by the Superior Court of Habana,in the cause insti- 
tuted for the crime of rebellion.- Given dm the Palace on the 


a’ yy 
e~ MARIA CRISTINA.- The Minister of the 
§ Castellano y Villaroya.- By Royal order I inform 


ency of the above for your information and proper 


Ral 


‘~ 


} Excellency having ordered the compliance of same 


» March last, it is published by his order in the 
of aiid for general information. 
Habana,3 April ,1697. 
The secretary general. 


Marques de Palmerola, 


Enclosure No, / 
With Despatch No.430,. 


HAB ANA, April 10,1897. 


2} Por el Ministerio Yotnccamer. 7 
brero ultimo y numero 208,s¢ comun al Excelenti:. 
simo Sr. Gobernador general; ja. 
«<Excmo. Sr.:—De acifé 
Mini , €n uso de la pre 
con lo al nimero tercero del articul 
_ Constitucién; Vista la ley de 18 de Junio deaé 
regulé el ejercicio dé la gracia de indulto yer 
de lo dispuesto efi.Sus articulos 3.°, 21 : 
derando que el Gobierno de los Estados haidlos se h | 
dirigido al de Speier confidencial y salsa: 
solicitando el perdén del siibdito americano Julio 
Sanguily, condenado 4 cadena perpétua por la Audi n-| 
cia de la Habana, en causa por delite d de rebelién, | 
fundandose en que el proc lleva sufridos. cerca 
de dos afios de prisién preventiva; en que se pudo) 
concéptudrsele como peligroso para la seguridad de | 
Espafia en Cuba, al iniciarse la insurrecién, aan ee! | 
~deserlo en las muy diferentes condiciones : 
existen, y en que ha compremctide. sole mn 


— 
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P eaiciitamen te los dos’ gee, de no ayud 
dirattamente la present moan on,” 
cinaraplte. escrita en que asi lo cons 
e Mi Augusto Hijo el . D. Alfon ' . Péot 
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Habana, 3 de Abril de 1897. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


‘Apri2 10.1897. 


Department of State. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 10.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washi ngton. 
Sir:- 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following telegrams!- 


Washington, Apr.3.1897. 
Lee,Consul General ,Habana. oS See 
Your p nal note of March 30th., Hand originals 
of your No.3599 to Journal correspondent in Habana. 
(sgd) Rockhill. 


Washington, Apr.4.1897. 
Lee,Consul General,Habana. 
If Kelly answer description Robert Emmet Scully fur- 
nished you previously,Philadelphia police will send of- 
ficer for him at once. Cable reply. (sgd) Rockhill. 


I also confirm the following telegrams: - 


Habana, Apr.5.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 
Kelly has joined Insurgents. Wo officer can reach 
him at present. DBoubt he is Seully. (sed) Lee. 


Habana, Apr .8&.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 

_ Cuban Commander in Chief (Gomez) has three hundred 
dollars in gold and effects of Crosby (Chicago Record) 
Will deliver only to my messenger, but messenger runs 
great risk being robbed or killed by both sides. No 
such a thing as flag of truce here. So far no facili- 
ties for such messenger given by Spanish authorities. 
See letter. (sgd) Lee. 


Habana, Apr .9.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 

General Weyler writes not possible grant any one 
permission visit Insurgent camp get Crosby's effects be~ 
cause might be molested by marching troops,and certain 
period must pass under law before body can be removed. 
He is right both particulars. American citizen Amieva 
released. (sgd) Lee. pee age 


I am,Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Toe 
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LEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


-.o /2 
Krom Havana, April 12, 1897. 


Received 1.41 p.m. 


oe 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Hear Maceos successor will be secretly tried sen- 


tenced shot but commuted life imprisonment possibly on Geod 


Friday. Chief of Staff may be shot. Sympathy for him should 


be equally great. One could not escape, the other could 


but captured trying to save his Chief. 


Biddle. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 12th,1897. 


bo 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relative to the destruction of sugar estate "Cayajabos", 


belonging to the American citizen Mr.Andres L.Terry Dorticos. 


wee we ewe me Qe eee eee oe 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 12th, 1897, 


Honorable Willis: W.Rockhill, 


Assistant gecretary ef State, 


I have the homr to transmit herewith a copy translation 
of a letter received from the manager of sugar estate "*Cayaja~- 
bos", situated near dist gienaabbicucis of Habana, belonging to the 
American citizen Mr.Andres L.Terry Dorticos, informing me of the 
total destruction of the property by armed rebel forces. 

I veké te add that Mr.Anires Yerry Jr. atrpresent a resi- 
dent wf Mew York city,and the son ani attorney of Mr.Anires lL. 
Terry Dorticos, residing at Paris,France,will méke the proper 


claim before the Department of State. 


Ome Enclosure? 


ur, Abela te Mr.Lee,April 12th,1897. 


Enclosure Mo.le =e 
With Despatch No.490/ 
HABANA, April 12,1897. 


ew ee wm ee ee ee me ee 


Translation. 
HABANA, April 12th,1897, 
To the Consul General of the United States, 


Habana. 
Sirt 


I have the honor to inform you that on the evening of the 
29th of March last,armed rebel forces totally burnt and destroy — 
ed the buildings and machinery of sugar estate *Cayajabos";liiie 
belonging to the American citizen Mr.Atdres L.Terry Dorticos. : : 

The said suger plattation ts situated in the Municipal . 
district of Madvruga, provi toe of Habana. 
2 commnicate to you this svent,as the manager of the said 


ostate,ama further,2 heave to say thet owing to the state of 
war Pulling in this country i¢ is not possible for me to apply 
to wiy autherityor notary to appear in the said estate in 
orier to prove said destruction. 
E am, Sir,ete. etc. 
(Sigtied) Ramon Abele, 
Mamger of estate *Cayajabos". 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 13,1697. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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Relative to the exportation of leaf tobacco. 


one Enclosure. 4 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 15,1897. 
Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir? 

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information 
of the pepartment copy translation of a commnication from the 
Intendant General of Finance,dated the 12th instant,allowing 
the. exportation of certain leaf tobacco belonging to Messrs. 
Werthbénerrand Doroteo ‘Herrera,as representative of the E.H. 
Gato Company of New York,which had been held up in consequence 
of General Weyler's decree of May 16th last,as reported to the 
Department in despatches Nos.57 ani 214,0f July 18 and Mov.14, 
1896, respectively. The tedacce belonging to Bruno Diaz, report@a 
in despatch Mo.110 of Sept.5,18696,i6 not yet allowed exporta- 


The Tatentant Getieral té ir.Les, April 12,1697. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.433, 
HABANA ,April 13,1897. 
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TRANSLATION, 
INTENDANCY GENERAL OF FINANCE of the ISLAND of CUBA, 
HABANA, April 12,1897. 
To the Consul General of the United States, 
Habana. 
sir: 

In Obedience to superior orders I have the honor to inform 
you that under thie date I have issued the necessary orders to 
the Collector of customs of this port to permit the exportation 
of the leaf tobated referred to in the procecdings initiated 
by Messrs,Wertheimer anf Doretes Herrera; but am unable to do 
the same with respect to that compriaed in the petition of Don 
Bruno Diag, »eb the latter has mt yet established the facts he 
alleged in proof of his claim,4s you can easily verify by the | 
data on file in Four consulate; which is the reason,in consider. 
ation of what is erderéd, that there is no immediate means to 
authorize the exportation of tobacco referred to in the peti- 
tion of Brun pias until he shall comply with the requirements 
presented in the similar cases of Messrs.Wertheimer and Doroteo 


Herreras 


I beg that you will,if deemed convenient, inform Messrs. 


Wartheimer.Doroteo Herrera and Brum Diaz of the state of this 
mattor,for the corres po mili ne effects. 
God guard you mary Yoare.s 
(Signed) Emilio Pagoaga. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 13th,1697. 


to the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
wee eee ee ew Qe eee oe 


Transmitting copy of a letter from Mr .Bauriedel,an 


American citizeh and merchant of this city. 


me a te e- on oe on GS ew vein ee _——_—e 


1 Enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 13,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C . 


I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter 


received from Mr.Frederick Bauriedel,an American citizen and 


merchant of this ci ty,protesting agaimst certain damages,which, 
as he states,have been caused to his property by the Spanish 


Goverment. 


| ‘ ee 
I am, we ge 06 


BA x 


Consul General. 


1 Buclosure? 


Mr.Bauriedel to Mr.Lee,April 6th,1697. 


Bnclosure No.1, 
With pespatch No .434, 
HABANA, April 13th, 1897, . 


mr ee ee et oe 


COPY, 
HABANA, April 6th,1897. 
To the Consul General of the United States, 
General Fitzhugh. Lee, 
HABANA, 
Dear Sir? 

As an American citizen amd as the headpartner of the firm 
of Federico Bauriedel and Company,established in this city with 
branch house in Manzanillo,I beg to call your attention to the 
facts exposed hereunder,which statement I hope you will after 
consideration transmit to the Department of gtate for the safe 
he of our interestajas far as may be possible, 

IR 10 years before the present revolution broke out, 
 ngtig liber trade in the eastern pepart- 
ft 5 bi ttié cedarwood to American 
namitapparere of cigif 6 # dere te the Willian Vicke 
Co,0f Yew York, upwards of] m0 20 " a4 

At the time ef the oy we had soul” $120,090 invested 
in the bugil pesg partly in lands pented,in oxen,carts and horseg 
as also in logs in the woods or already in the rivers,ready for 
rafting. 


‘ * 
‘ oe = 
y i 
pe 5 


As at that time no military force of any amount existed in 3 
the Eastern pepartment,for some months no communication could 
be had with the interior,till forces came from Spain ani re- 
took possession of such places as Oauto Embarcadero,where the 
wood is collected for forming rafts. 


With the help of convenient floods in the river we managed 


to save some of the logs previously. put in the river,but could 


2. 
never obtain sufficient protection from the Government to save 
any other part of the property,whileat it was held illegal te 
have any communication with those who had taken the Cuban side, 
At a later period the generals commanding at Manzanilio 
even refused te allo our tugboats to go up the river to Caute, 
where some more lOgs had collected and though we obtained an 
order from the Captain general to give all possible facilitiss 
we were never allowed to bring them down, 


The facts stated so far show,that not only was the pro- 
tection,which every Goverment ought to give to the residents 


of its country, nonexistent,but also little desire shown to af- 
ford it, 
Within the last weeks matters have changed for the worse, 
@eneral tofio on taking possession of the commandment of 
the Manzanillo Division, received a deputation of the merchants 


of that place,among whom our power of attorney there, exhorting 
them to bear with patience the ravagés of war, he let them um 
derstand that Bayamo and other towns would probably have ‘to be 
let outside the pale of legality, (which means that the @panieh 
forces are going to evacuate them) and that they should wivise 
the people residing there to leave them. He further <¢aid that 
there wes no reason of existence for the pRace Caute {before 
ino tit 10 ned) at present. We learn at thé same time that the de- 
tachment is going to be withdrawn from Quayubal on the sea 
coast, another of the places where wood is brought together, 
Consequently as the Spaniards hold no other places in the 
interior of the east and Camaguey ,except Holguin ami Puerto : 
Principe, connected those only with the north coast by the smal, 
railroads existing to Gibara and Nueviaes, respectively,we fim | 
that the territory,adout which Sur aforesaid property had to 
remain scattered through the ontbreak of the revolution is 
practically abandoned by the Spanish ‘Government. 


3. 

this of wuree renters it ueeless to apply any further to 
it for protection or help,as we did as lomg as it had the pre- 
tension to fule also in that part of thebIslandj but we natu- 
rally come to ask ourselves: 

Is our property (ani that of other American citizens) in 
the part of the Island referred to to remuin wholly uncared for 

and unprotected? 

Is there no méans to recommetdto the "de facto"*rvlers of 
said part,to avoid a8 far as possible ite desturction ? __ 

Ourselves,as we are residing in Spanish territory, are mt 

&llowed even to have any cormunication with them. 

Also,as loms time wil’. pass,bBefore the Cubans can hold 4 
port open for trade which would enable us to bring the property 
to export and as it naturally deteriorates by time,is there to 
be no redress ful the evident failure of the Spanish Goverment 
to provide the due proteétian te property? 

Unable to ascertaili the present state of our property,we 
canmt know the suet guqeas of the damage we shall suffer,but 
from facts stated,ts 44 0l6ar WHEE it wit) not remain below 
$60,000, ant Iythe aatersigned,henety pretest formally against 
all parties who have cansed euoh dusigns aod especially aguiaet 
the Sparteh Gevehimpat,and beg to call tircigh yeu wpe the 
Department ef tate to consider the measures which may bd taken a 
to pragute the Ledennity to wich I feal entitled. ‘ 

E vamsin éte. ete. 
(Signed) Yederiee Seuri ede). 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 13,1697. 
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Remarks on the situation of the Island of Cuba. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Confidential. 
HABANA, April 13th,1897. 


JOHN SHERMAN. 
Secretary of State. 
Washington. D.C. 


In order that the Department may be kept informed in 
reference to the condition of affairs on this Island from 
' time to time, I herein transmit a brief statement of the 
present situation. Recent conversations with persons who have 
been inside of the insurgent lines represent their feeling 
of ultimate success to be more hopeful than ever, and that a 


larger number of them are to be found with arms in hand than 


at any period since the beginning of hostilities. 

I am further informed that a Spanish commission was again 
sent to the insurgent chief,General GOMEZ, on matters presuma- 
bly connected with the acceptance of proposed reforme,but that 
he refused to receive it,as he had previously done upon another 
occasion, GOMEZ has been.encamped for some weeks a faw miles 
from Arroyo Blanco,near the western limit of the province of 
Puerto Principe. He only keeps a few hundred men around him, 
because they car be provisioged with greater ease,but he can 
easily concentrate if neoestary,several thousand in the imme- 
diate sebtien. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from him brought 
by a gentleman who has recently visited his headquarters, 

‘in reference to the American newspaper correspondent, Mr.THOS: 
B.STEEPS,about whom I have received several telegrams from 
the Department. | 

The transportation of Spanish soldiers from this port 


to Spain has been going on for some weeks but principally 


| 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


confined to the sick and convalescent,but I am informed today 
some 500 soldiers in sound health were placed on board an 
outgoing steamer. Altogether several thousand men have been 
sent off,which perhaps gives some credence to the rumor that 
many battalions will be sent away in the near future. It is 
also rumored that General WEYLER will soon issue a proclama- 
tion claiming the pacification of the Island,with perhaps the 


exception of the Eastern provinces,that certain reforms will 


be promulgated,to be followed by the deportation of more troops 


leaving only enough to guard the larger fortified ports. If - 
this be true,it is the beginning of the end of the Spanish 
rule in this Island. 

I have the honof, sir, to be, 


Your ot 


General. 


One enclosure: 
Gen: GOMEZ to Gonsn] General LER, 
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HABANA, April 17,1897. 
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Rolative to case of PRANCIS J,CASAMAS,of Sagua. — 


; 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA,  “aiprdl-29th,1697. 


Honorable WAlljam W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of state, 


- Washington,D.c. 


With reference to ay despatch Mo.393 of the llth March 
last, relative to the case of the American seishiak Mr.Prancis J» 
Casalias, who was released at Sagua on the 20th ultimo, as report - , 
od by Consul Barker in bis despatch No.203 of same date,I mw 
have the honor to eonbleée a copy translation of @ commnicatio7:. 
received Yrom the Ming Governor General in answer to one froviz. 


This offive Bering said enthori ty, why Mr.Casafias hes again 


Doom guicued to appear befdre the ejvil court of Sagua . 


7 am, Shr x05 


ae 5a 
ice te 


_—=ae 


i Buciesure! 


 Generg) Ahweade ta Mr.Lee,dpril 10,1897, 


paslecure Me. 1. ‘ 
HABANA, oe eee. 


~ lle TRANSLATION, 
ES STEED OF TE CHP 6? CUBA. 


The President of the Superior Court of Santa Clara reports 
to me, in a communication dated the 8th instant,ee follows! 
"Excellency! In view of your telegram received yesterday, 


oo 


I asked the Judge of Instruction of Sagua le Grande to inform 


ne regardi ng, the state of the canse initiated against the 
fmerican citiaen Francis J.Casafies, ant also to report why ithe 
badd Gasafins had again been summoned, The said Judge telegraphe 
to me as follows! *Cause against Francis J.Casafias received at 
"this Court on the-27th ultimo for imsibition of war jurisaic-— | 
"tionisaid day arrest ordered,amiording to Lawyend raised on 


"the twentieth because there mot doing, ‘reasons to conti me Re 
"arrestjhavi ng been summoned on the 2enk he was conrronted all 
"accusing witness fon 24th he was _ sumo ned te amplify iuterro. 
"gatory, since which time he has not been egain smmoned. Re- 
"mult pending commiication of Mayor of Sagua enki ng for Liat 
"of animela which the eccused has inscribed in the sepium of 
"the Mayors of the let,2nd and 6th districte;ana,wl ad. 
"appearance of witness Doning Torres, cumoned ‘te. a 
"*suger estate "Salvador? on the @nd inatant*. 

I have the honor to tranmit to you the above, for your 
knowledgg ond in answer to 700s stmatnt asian af the $m tmwteat, ; 
relative to the subject. 7 

God guard you many years. Habana, April 10,1897, bs 
(ga) Marques de Ahumada. ne ae 
Tot eh Consul General of ie United States. 


- 
Oe ees 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 17th, 1897. 


Yonorabie William W,Rockhiil, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 

Sir? 

¥ bag to ackNeuteige receipt. of pour telegram of this 
date, reading? wii 

"Washington, April 17,1897. 
"Lee,Consul General, 
. —Hebdana, 

Referring to Framk J,larrieu. Can he remain in Cuba 
and attend ‘to his business or was he expelled? Mo report 
from you in case. 

(9ga) Reckhill, * 
Am te confirm my telegram in reply, reading: 

"oteul Cardenas reported despatch SP,March 22, 
“Larrieu released, Nothing against him, March 23 Acting 
Governor Gensral informed me he was expelled and mst sot 
rotors Taland,” : 

(Sgt) Lee". 
In this connection I ¢nclose herewith cepy translation 
of commiication dated 23rd March from Acting Governor Gensral 
) t emp Rirszour obediguhparyent, 7-—— 
Valits PEALA 


ehorat. 


1 Enclosure? Acting Gov,@eu,to Mr Lee,sMpréA 25rd,1697. 


Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch Mo,437. 


HABANA, April 17th,1697. 


Translation, 
GENERAL GOVERIMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


The procesdi tes in the case fol.Aocwed against the Ameri- 
can citizen Mr.¥Francis J.Larrieu defore the Court of Cardenas 
having been quashed,I have ordered the expulsion of said perso®.- 
from this Islami, with prohibition’ te return to spanish terri- 
tory, ullless previously authorized to do eo. 

I have the homr te inform you-of the above and also that 
this Goverment has given the proper orders to release said 
individual and to deliver him to the Consul of the United 
States at cardenad,to the end that the Cardemas authority may 
designate $n intelligence with the said Consul the day of 
Larrieu’s deperture,with proaibition to return to spanish 
territory unless previously authorized to dp so. 

God guarf ‘yor many years. Habana, 25 March, 1597. 
(Signet!) Bl Merques de Ahumede. . 


To the Consul genéral of the United States at Habana. 


Departmett of State. 


een enn nee Q~--- --- 
Transmitting copies Of affidavit by Mr.Imis Torricella,end 


protest ani claim of Messrs.Neuhaus Neumann ani Compeny 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 17.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washi ngton. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to transmit herewith,copy of an affidav- 
it by Mr.LUIS TORRICELLA,tobacco buyer of the firm of Messrs. 
NEUHAUS NEUMANN and Co,,of this city,and a copy of a statement 
by them made by MR.F.NEUMANN,of said firm,as the representa-~ 
tives of the American of Messrs.SARTORIUS and Co.,0f New York, 
embodying a protest and claim for indemnity against the Span- 


ish Governnent,for the prohibition to allow the exportation of 


certain bales of tobacco which it is alleged was purchased ani 


contracted for by said firm prior to the promlgation of Gen'l. 
Weyler's decree of the 16th.of May last,which prohibited after 


ten days from its date the export of tobacco grown in the 


~ 


provinces of Habana ami Pinar del Rio. 


I am,Sir, 


Your ren | 
ak 2 
( Aor mee ce. 
2 Seiad to 


1. Copy affidavit Mr .Torri¢ella, Apr.14.1897. 
2.  ® statement and protest Messrs.Neuhaus Suiem X Co. 
Apr.15, 1897 « 


al aid . . “ b. . , ' 
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Enclosure Wo.l. 
With Despatch Mo. 447 f_ 
HABAWHNA , April 17th,1897. 


* U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL at HABANA. 

dur es 14th day of April,1897,before me, the undersigned <3 
Consul General of the United States at HABANA,personally ap- 
peared Mr.LUIS TORRICELLA,of Italy,to me personally Known, 
who being first duly sworn did declare ant state as folldws:- 

that his name is LUIS TORRICELLA,that he is a mative of 
Genoa, Italy,51 years of age and resides in this city ,Cerro 
No.578; that he has been actively engaged in the tobacco busi-— 
ness since he first came to Cuba some thirty seven years ago; 
that he has had experience as tobacco buyer especially of the 
qualities known as "partidos" grown in the HABANA and part of 
PINAR del RIO provinces,and has for the past six years been 
employed by Messrs NEUHAUS NEUMANN x Co,in the purchase of 
their tobacco,ami during the past year or so,obtaining it 
from about 40 vegas,ot tobacco farms,situated principally in 
the HABANA province,near GUIRA de MELENA,from the vegueros , 
or tobacco: growers. When the tobacco is cut ami dried,it is 
formed into what is called matules,each matul weighing from 


four to five pounds ani containing,those of capa or wrappers, 
420 leaves,ami those of tripa,or for fillers, two manojos,or 
bunches to the matul,to the weight stated,and forty matules 
or eighty manojos are calculated to compose 4 tercio or bale 
of tobacco. It is customary to purchase the tobacco according 
to the mimber of mation the groves has already prepared or 


about to prepare,the purchase being always verbal and the only . 
written part of it being notes taken down of the transaction a 
and kept for reference. It is always ctstomary to pay money 


on account ééther in checks or orders upon the firm,and settle : 


up upon final delivery of the tobacco. It is also usual to | 


(2) 
buy tobacco not yet cut,specifying So many estimated matules, 


and money is paid to bimd the bargain,no written contract is 
ever made between the parties,every man's word being as good 
as his bond,and the only wBiting consists in mting down the 
transaction,or taking receipt for the money advanced on ac- 
count. Such bargains or agreements are always faithfully ob- 
served. When General WEYLER issued his decree in May last, 
prohibiting the exportation of tobacco,this appearer had been 
engaged in making purchases and such verbal contracts as those 
stated,of tobacco for the said firm of Messrs NEUHAUS NEUMANN 
x Co,and had engaged,partly received,and still receiving,and ~ 
a great quantity waiting transportation to HABANA,a quantity 
of tobacco,some 34,000 matules,which afterwards composed 719 
bales of clean tobacco and 100 bales of inferior quality of 
filler tobacco, Part of this tobacco was already paid for,and 
money had been advanced on another part which was being recei- 


ved. Some of it had already been brought to town,and some was 


still waiting transportation. The value of the tobacco was es- fe £ 


timated at eighty six thousami dollars,Spanish gold,without 
counting the expenses of baling, transportation, am the usual 
charges before a bale is properly prepared ready for shipment 
to a foreign market. 

All the tobacco purchased as stated, was for account of 
the said firm of Messrs NEUHAUS NEUMANN x CO, and is shown by 
his orders, notes and memoranda, ani correspondence with said 
firm,and the parties for whom they are agents,and from the 
data to be found in their books. 

(Signed) LUIS TORRICELLA. 
Thus subscribed and sworn to before, 
me, date as above. 


(Signed) FITZHUGH LEE. 


Consul General. 


A true copy. /. ~ 


Enclosure No.2. 
With Deppaseh No. BIS. 
HABANA, April 17th,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 15th,1897. 

Be it known that on this 15th day of April,1897,before 
me, the undersigned, Consul General of the United States of 
America at HABANA, Cuba, personally appeared Mr, F¥éderic 
Neumann,of the firm of Messrs NEUHAUS NEUMANN x CO0,of this 
city,and duly sworn declared as follows:- 

that his said firm which is engaged in business in this 
city at No.18 Obrapia St,as general commission merchants,is 
the representative in this place of Messrs SARTORIUS x CO,of 
New York, No.136 Water Street,since the year 1889,and since that 
date has regularly made in this Islami all the purchases ani 
shipments of leaf tobacco imported by said firm into the Unie 
ted States,from the tobacco growing districts of the provinces 
of HABANA, PINAR del RIO and SANTA CLARA. For this purpose the 


said firm has in its employ an experienced tobacco buyer,caliled 
LUIS TORRICELLA,whose business it is to purchase the tobacco 


from the vegueros,already grown and prepared for market,or in 


the raw state while being dried am prepared into matules,and 


even to bargain for tobacco still in the fields,and that during 
over a year past,or from February 1896,the said party has been 
operating in the country,purchasing tobacco ami making verbal 
contracts and bargains,as is customary in this business, for 
considerable quantities,and as is shown by his memoramia, notes, 
and books of account,had purchased and contracted for some 


54,000 matules of tobacco. 


That upon the promulgation of General WEYLER'S decree of 
the prohibition of the exportation of tobacco, dated May 16th, 
1896,the said firm telegraphed the news to Messrs SARTORIUS x 
Co,,and at the same time gave instructions to Mr.TORRICELLA 


(2) 
to stop his purchases in the country and only receive what he 
had already bargained and contracted for,which was effected 
by the 26th of May,as appears by letters sent to SARTORIUS X CO 
That by reason of the said purchases ami contracts made 


by TORRICELLA, the firm had received some 30,230 matules,ani 


had paid for them from the proceeds of exchange upon said firm 
of SARTORIUS xCO,made upon sundry different dates,as is shown 
by our books of account. 

That it was impossible to have had the 30,000 and odd 


matules of tobacco prepared into bales for shipment away from 


the Island within the ten days grace allowed by the Decree of 
May 16th,1896,for the reason that the tobacco was in itshcrude- 
unprepared condition,had not been carefully picked over,assort- 
ed, fermented,and prepared as customary into tercios or bales, 


and if it had then been shipped in its umprepared condition, 
its value would have lessened considerably,ami heavy losses 
been occasioned to the real owners, Messrs SARTORIUS x CO. 

That this operation of assorting and baling was begun 
about the 8th of June,ami concluded about the end of October, 
1896, producing some 719 bales suitable for the United States 
market,and about 100 bales of inferior quality which were af~- 
terwards sold in Habana; that at the time,the said tobacco was 
estimated to be worth fully one hundred thousanmi dollars,in 
in U.S.money. 

That about the middle of September,when some 500 bales 
were ready for shipment,his firm petitioned the Intendant Gen- 
eral of Financeof this Island for permission to ship same,on 
on the grounds that said tobacco had been obtained through con 
tractsmade in the form usual in the Island in the transactions 


of said kind 6f business,and had beén purchased ani paid for in 


good faith,as would be shown from their correspomience ami boos . 


of account,but this petition was denied. Consequently the op- 
eration of sorting, baling,etc, was contimed and the tobacco 
stcored,where it now:-remains in our storehouse,less the quanti- 


ty subsequently sold as stated. 


(3) 

WHEREFORE this appearer in the name of his said firm of 
NEUHAUS NEUMANN x CO,of this city,and as the representatives 
of the American firm of Messrs SARTORIUS x CO,of New York, the 
actual owners of the tobacco referred to,doth solemnly am tru 
ly protest against the action of the Spanish Govermmnent in the 
premises,and against the infraction of Article Vll,of the trea 
ty between the United States ani Spain,of October 1395, whereby 
this property belonging to American citizens has suffered,or 
may further suffer detention and embargo,and that the said 
firm already has and may hereafter sustain considerable loss 
and damage, andi prejudice to their commercial interests by rea- 
son thereof,and this appearer therefore considers said firm 
entitled to claim for the same an indemnity from the Spanish 
Govermment to at least the estimated value of the tobacco in 
questiop,say one hunired thousand dollars,in U.5.money,ami the | 
losses and damages occasioned thereby, with interest thereon 
until time of payment,ani doth hereby make formal demand and 
dlaim upon the Spanish Goverment for the said amount of indem 
nity,and such further relief as may be accorded in the prem- 
ises. of the Siv(Sdgnea)! FRED?) MRUMANN. OO, 

of the firm of NEUHAUS NEUMANN x CO, 
representatives of SARTORIUS x CO, of New York. 


ee Q@- sn wow 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 15th,1897. 


On this day before me, the tudersigned,Consul General of | 
the United States of America at HABANA,Cuba, personally ap- ; 
peared Mr.FREDERIC NEUMANN,one of the firm of Messrs NEUHAUS 


NEUMANN x CO,of this city,ani declared that his firm are the 
representatives in this city of the American firm of Messrs 
SARTORIUS x 0CO,of New York,and as such he declared unto ani 
subscribed the foregoing document,which is of the nature of 
a protest ami a claim for indemnity against the Spanish Gov- 


f {4) 
ernuent,ant that tye facts therein set forth are true. 
: WITNESS my hani and the seal of this Consulate 
(Séal.) General at HABANA, this 15th day of April,1897. 
/ (Signed) FITZHUGH LER. 


f 


Comul General. 


a-—~~ a * 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 17th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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Acknowledging receipt of instruction and circulars. 


+ Oe ee Game Are ee ge See ee “em 


-— we 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 17th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Depart- 
ment's instructions from No.300,of ini 24th,to No.314,0f 
April 8th, inclusive. 

Also of the Department Circulars: of March 6th,advising 


the appointment of the Honorable John Sherman to be Sécretary 


of State; of March 12th ami 15th,form 129 corrected; and of 


March 16th asking for certain banking statistics. 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant, 
Ss ZL 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 17.1897. 


Department of State. 


Confirming telegrams. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 17.1897. 
Homrable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir? - 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 


following telegrams:~ 


Washington, Apr.20 
Lee, Consul General, 
Santa Minister toed Gonzalez gc 


Me report from you received confirm was. 
 waplemation. (agc) 


ny Apr 15.1 
Lew; to nsul General ,Habana. Washi ngto Z. 

The U.8.Minister at Madrid cables ! 
follows:- Minister for. Foreign Affairs ix | 
ficially that Governor General of Cuba has j irdered exp 
tobacco in favor of Wertheimer and Rorreteo arrera, Gi: 
of Bruno Diaz provided he can = god. burer 
or ia immedi dale dlipeotts aie 02 1 fg ag ty ” 

ate disposition (2es5 

justice: ending to ¢ 


I also confirm the following telegrams:- 


Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 
Had received no metiee: He | 
lease re gyecwnsn wand 1a troy : 
n 
ed Sist.and 
Monday next. 


Assistant Secre 
Officially 
Scully. Latter 


Assistant Secretary State, 
| Hear Maceo's successor will be secretly tried, sen- 
tenced shot, but commted life imprisoment possibly on 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


“— 


HABANA, 
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-U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL 


HABANA, 


Wri 19.1897. 


Department of State. 


| 


Case Of ESTEBAN VBO@RO. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 19.1897. 
Homrable V.W.Roekhill, 


AsBistent Secretary of Btate, 


“Washington. 


Sir:- 


With reference to ny télgguiitt,dateg March 20th.,in which 


I reported the release of BSYERAN-VERIWD;1 have bw to add 
that it was accompanied with an order for hip expulsion from 
| es 
this Island,ani the prohibition of seturning to Spanish tohein 

tory unless specially authorized. 

I obtained for him permission to go to Los Paios, where 
he was arrested, to recover nae effects,settle up his affairs 
and return to Habana within ten days. Upon his return he 
was further delayed by waiting for a steamship, but sailed on 
the 15th.instant to New Orleans, by 8.S.*Morgan’. 


I am, Sir, 


OD, eee 
Your obedi it Be vant. 
Jj AL) 
aa BEF ERS 


sir / << | 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 20.1897. 


Department of State. 
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Accounts for quarter. 
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Transmitting Accounts and Returns for the Quarter ending 
March 3l1st.1897. — 
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Four Enclosures. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 20.1897. 


Honorable W.W. Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, 


Sir:- 

I have the honor to transmit herewith as per list of 
enclosaret,the returts and accounts of this Jonsulaté General 
for the Quarter ending March 31st.1897. 

I have also to adving having drawn on the Honorable 


Secretary Of State, at 15 days,acceptamce waived,favor of Messrs 


HIDALGO and Company,for the amount of balance due me in said 


account, $428.43, (Four Hundred and Twenty Eight and 43 00 


dollars.) . 


mz < enclosures =< 


G.” W.1. Account for Rent,Migol Expenses and Messenger Service’ ~ 
" 2.Report of Motarial and un-official Fees. | 
% ‘ S.Aecount for extra Clerk Hire. “ 

\: " 


4.Salary Account of Consuler Clerk SPRINGER. ~~ 


Department of State. 
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Vaccination of American prisoners in Fort 
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Two enclosures. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 20.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 


Assistant Secretary Of State, 


Washington. 
Sir:- 
Heving been informed that several cases of small-pox had 
occurred among the prisoners in the Cabafia Fort,I addressed 


an official communication to the Acting Governor General,on 


the 19th.instant;asking if the American prisoners in said Fort 


had been vaccinated,and if not that he be pleased to order 


this operation. 


An answer of the same date informs me that orders have 


tad “Sx gl 9 s 
. . 4 | 
~ mee tM es " ~ . = o- . ost ° “s e = - 
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been issued to the Military Governor of the Cabafa Fort that 


the American prisoners who have not been vaccinated, ne vacci- 
nated at once. 
I enclose copy-translation of said correspondence. 
I am,Sir, 


Your obediegt gervar 


ne 


Iwo enclosures:- 


Consul General Lee to Acting Governor General, Apr.19/'97. 


Acting Governor General to Consul General Lee, " wf Bae 


Enclosure No.l. 

With Despatch No.443. 
Habeas; Aere+ 20 .1897, 
Copy-translation: 


United States Consulate General, 


Habana, April 29.1897. 


To His Excellency 
The General , Segundo Cabo,in charge. 
Excellency:— 
Having learned that one or a thy Sa BO of smati~pox had 


broken out in the prison cells of the Cabana Fort,I beg that. 


—— /-_ 


Y.E.will please inform meif the American prisoners confined 


in said jail haye been recently vebsluatiiictiad ‘3 not, that 
Y.E.will be pleased to order this to be done for obxiaee WES 
Rienic reasons, 

God guard you many years. 


(sgd) Fitzhugh Lee 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No.2. 
With Despatch No.443. 
HADRMA 5 AVES A 20.1897. 


copy~transiation. 
Army of the Island of Cuba, 
Captaincy General, Chief of Staff. 
To the 


Consul General of the United States of America. 


Sir:- 


In view of your commnication of this date,I have issued 


orders to the Military Governor of the Cabana Fort to have 
vaccinated the American prisoners who have not yet had this 
operation performed on then. 
God guard you many years,Habana,April 19.1697. 
(gga) El Marques de Ahumada. 


General in Charge. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA. 
sy April 20th, 1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


ee ee 


? 


Relative to the condition of the Island of Ouba. 


mawewr ew eee = = a re -—-——S = 


4 Enclosures. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 20th,1897. 


Honorable John Sherman, 


LE 5 CPE LL IE LORI PE 


Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose herein a report from General 
Weyler to the Minister of War at Madrid taken from LA LUCHA,a 
Spanish newspaper published in this city. 

The information which I get from various portions of the 
Islani,and which an experience as an outpost commander enables 


OOS OEE EE Ta Ty Pa age GE tte 


me to sift,obliges me to say that I think general Weyler is 
entirely too sanguine in his predictions. I cannot learn that 
the mumber of insurgent troops under arms have decreased, but 
my information is that their mumbers are gradually being in- 
creased. General Weyler’s reports go to Madrid,ani are, from 
that point transferred to the Spanish Minister at Washington, 
and through him find their way to the Department of State. I 
do not believe that either the Government at Madrid or the 
Spanish Minister at Washington fully e@mprehend the situation 
on this Island. The former is obliged to accept,I presume, the 
report of their chief officer on the Island,and the latter, the 
statements of his Goverment derived from said report, though 
they may receive information some times from other sources. 

I cannot understand the truth of the claim that ali the 
provinces of the Island are in thé main pacified except that of 
Santiago de Cuba,because they are mor@ insurgents under arms at 
this time than at the period I first reached the Island some 10 
months ago,and I do not think it is a fair inference to draw 


from existing conditions that the war is approaching a termina- 


al 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


tion, because in pursuance of an established policy the insur- 
gents avoid,as far as possible,all serious engagements. The 
impossibility of expelling the Spanish troops from this Island 
by force of arms is well Known to them and they do not propose 
to risk the lives of their men and the success of their cause 
upon one or more pitched battles,I conclude, therefore,that the 
war will drag its weary length along so long as the insurgents 
can dig sustainance from the ground upon the one side,or money 
be obtained by the other,with the contimied result of untold 
human suffering,loss of human life,the murder of innocent men, 
women and children by both sides,and the frightful havoc which 
disease makes in the ranks of the soldiers,particularly among 
the umacclimated Spaniards. The poverty and distress of the 
people are daily increasing,and the loss of property of all 
sorts daily becoming more emrmous. No one can fully appreciate 
the situation without being here in person. The mimber of poor, 
distressed,starving women,children and old men of all races 
have greatly increased in this city within the past few weeks, 
while in other points on the Island the suffering has been 
proportionally greater. 

You will observe in General Weyler's report that he states 
that he does not need more reinforcements or even "substitutes 
to cover losses®. I think in this assertion he is correct, be- 
cause in the first place I have always considered that the 
number of his troops,some 200.000 armed men (a greater number 
than Generals Grant ani Lee had in their combined armies) are 
more than enough for the work they have to perform,and add un- 


necessarily to the pressure for money,food,clothing and pay of 


the soldiers ypon the Government of Madrid. I think that the 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 20th,1897. 


coming wet and sickly season will deplete their ranks by 15.000 ls 


20.000 effective men. So it seems to be a fair deduction that 
if the insurgent troops in arms increase,as they will do with 
every cargo of carbines ani rifles that are landed in the 1, 
Island and the number of the Spanish troops decrease,and their 
losses are not supplied,the difference in the strength of the 
two combatants will gradually become less}; which in turn de- 
creases the chances of ultimate Spanish success. 

I have also the honor to enclose herein a report maitked 

 Mumber 2 made to me by a native American citizen who has been 
in the Island conducting buginess for the last 6 years in the 
center of the section he writes about,and whose statements I 
have generally found to be accurate and correct.in view of such 
statements I cannot understand how Weyler can claim that the 
province of Habana,to which it refers,is pacified. 

I have also the honor to call your attention to enc losure 
number 3,it is not written to me,but to a native American here, 
and signed by the insurgent chiefs of said Habana province and 
shows the character of the war now being waged,if they cor- 
rectly report it. 

I beg also to call your p@rticular attention to enclosure 
mumber 4 ,being despatch number 81,from the United States 
Consul at Matanzas to the Assistant Secretary of State;and in 
this connection,I have the honor to suggest the consideration, 
in the interest of humanity,of the transportation of flour and 
meat to relieve the immense suffering and the great loss of 
life from starvation,in most cases of innocent non-combatants 
who have been driven from their homes and little farms by the 
decree of the Governor and Captain General, and who,it seems, 
neither the General Goverment or the Municipal Gover me nts 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


have the will or the ability to protest trem stattetio: 
I am, Sir, your obedi Sars TZ - 


OF 


Mivaii2 


4 Enclosures: 
No.1-General Weyler's report referred to. 
No.2-Report of native American citizen referred to. 


No.3-Letter from various chiefs of Habana province. 


A 


No.4-Despatch No.81 from U.8,Consul at Matanzas.~.ted rf 
Arela werd palthen 


Ap 


Enclosure No. / | 
y With Despatch &. BET 
HABANA, April Mtn, 1897. 


a wee er eee 


From LA LUCHA of April 17,1897. 


The General in Chief reports to the Minister of War,as 


follows: 

Resumé! since my report of the 15th (April) the edlumne — 
in operations from the Trocha to Jucare nade toc ther ldmi te: ofc 
Matapz.es , have taken: ftom-thetenempo@7 killea,i2 prisoners ,212 
horves,1200 head of cattle, 23 presentados: (presented) shaving 
on our side only one killed and 26 wounded, lacking data from 
several columns. From the bulk of these reconmoiters and en 
gagements I come to the” conclusion that the VILLAS (Safita Clara 
province) can be considered as. Peet fied, including the territory 
of PUERTO PRINCIPE (province), comprised on the west of the 
fTrocha; the fact that Banderas with a group,and even Maximo 
Gomez with another one,remain on this side of Juearo does not 
worry me,because if both do not succeed in repassine the troche 
with the columns I have constantly in operations I would not be 
peeaicdl that they should fall any day as has occurred ih 
Pitiar G61 RiG (province) with Rius Rivera and Bacallao. 

The contimance of these cabecillas (chiefs) in las Villas: 
means nothing, because. they have neither men nor resources in 

the territory to sustain themselves much longer. Based on this 
I stated yesterday to Your Excellency,and I now ratify it, that 
I do not need either reinforcements or substi tutes to cover 


losses. 


en caer como Rius y 
lao.-Pacificacion de 
Villas y parte del Qa- 


- 
ia 


Al terminar el parte de estas ope- | 
raciones al Ministro Gnarra, dice lo. 
Siguiente el Gueral en Jefe: 


Resumen: desde mi parte del dia 
113, se han cogido al enemigo por las 
columnas que operan de Ja Trocha 4 
Juicaro, y 4 los limites de Matanzas, 
Thales 4-90 12 eee ee 
| Dato -e/V. reses, _ presentados, 
habieado’ tenida-agpotros bie 1 muer-' 
to y 26 heridos, faltando datos de al- 
gunas columnas. Delconjunto de es- 
tos recOnocimientos y encuentros, de- 
duzco que pueden consi paci- 
ificada a Villas pacificadas, incluso 
el terreno de Puerto Principe, com- 
prendido’ al lado occidental de la Tro- 
cha, no preocupdndome hayan queda- 
do del lado aca de Jtcaro, Ban- 
dera con un grupo y aun el mismo 
Maximo Gémez con otro, ar wee 
si no .logran repasar la Trecha con 
las pot qne> tengo en constantes 
movimientes recorriendo todo, no me 
chocaria*cayeran ¢ual quier dia como 
ha pasado en Pinar del Rio con Rius 
Rivera y Bacallao, ee : 
' La abveais de estos cabecillas en 


las Villas mada representa, pues no 
tienen en el territorio mi hombres ni 
recursos con que sostenerse mucho | 
ticmpo. Fundado en esto dije ayer. 
4 V. E., y hoy ratifico que no necesi- 
to ya refuerzos mi reemplazos para 
cubrir: » be a ee Sere 


oma 


General Fitzhugh Lee, 


United States Consul General,Habana,. 
Dear Sir: 

I beg to call your attention to some of the skirmishes 
recently had in this province (Havana) between the insurgents 
and Spanish troops, I will on mention some of the most im 
portant incidents that have taken place within the past 30 


‘ 


days. On the 18th of March the insurgents under Brigadier 


General Rafael de Cardenas and Colonel Mario Diaz dispersed a 
cOlumm of troops near San Jose de las Lajas,they leaving 42 
dead on the field and as many rifles,distant20 miles from 
Havana, about the same time Colonel Alberto Rodriguez with two | 
squadrons of cavalry killed 34 of the Spanish regiment "Pie 
Srseogoct? 

zarro" securing a number of rifles, The week after?’ General in 
chief of this province Gastillo dispersed the guerrilla of 


Dus acme 
Quivican, About the same time*Colonels Juan Delgado and Baldo= 


mero Acosta killed 38 of the batallion of "San Quintin",also 1 


captain,1 lieutenant and 1 sargent,some 40 rifles were secured 


and 1 mule loaded with cartridges. Last week General Castillo 


met the "Villaviciosa" regiment of cavalry near San Antonio de 


2. 
las yegas,1 major,1 lieutenant,1 sub-lieutenant and 24 soldiers 
were killed,the insurgents obtaining a number of guns, distance 
tins 
18 miles from Habana. Some days ago*veneral Castillo's impedi- 
ment and camp was surprised} of the 600 men only 100 were armed 
and these were insufficient for the 800 Spanish cavalry of 


"Villaviciosa",11 insurgents were killed,their eyes dug out and 


their limbs chopped off,also three prisoners were taken and & 


rifles. The same week¥Castil o ordered 24 cane cutters,negroes 


and white men,killed on the "Garro" sugar estate near Hoyo 
Colorado, Some ofthe wor dion were known to the writer, Castillo a 
was only carrying out Gomez' order,as the grinding of cane is 
possitively prohibited. Recently.I have been in the insurgent 
camps and I find them with very poor cavalry and very scarce of 
clothing, but I notice they have most of their men armed, espe= 
clally is this the case with Colonels Juan Delgado,Acosta,Aran- 
guren,Arango and Brigadier General Cardenas, 

I have spoken to many of iis about "autonomy" and I find 
nothing makes them so furiows as the mentioning of the so called. , 
"home rule". There is but one voice,one sentiment,and that is 


"liberty or death", 


April 15th, 1897. 


TRANSLATION. 


ARMY OF LIBERATION OF CUBA. Sth Corps. 2nd Division. 
Brigade. Center. 


Dear Sir am distinguished friend: 

We have had the pleasure of receiving your letter dated 
the 17th,also the articles accompanying it. At present I have 
but little time to dispose and it is not possible for me to 
answer all the particulars you refer to. Another day I wiil hav 
that pleasure. Notwithstanding ,with reference to the mutila- 
tion of dead bodies by the enemy I have to saform you what my= 
self,as well as the other persons who sign this letter have 
witnessed in those engagements where our dead have unfortumites .” 
ly fallen in the hands of the enemy. E 

Concreting erpeis to some cases only: On the 28th Decem 

ber,1896,at the engagement of "Cayo la Rosa" (San Antonio de s 


los Bafos) we found unburied three dead bodies which,after dead , 


had the right ham and genital organs cut away} on the 27th 
Jamuary,1897,at the engagement of "La Mariana" (Guara) we 
found 8 dead bodies killed by bullets,afd which had been after= 


wards macheteados and the same operation practised on them as 


in the above mentioned cases. On the 29th March at the engage- 
ment of "Ramos Volcan* we found 11 dead bodies with the hands 
cut off and eyes mutilated with the point of the swords, 

We could cite many other acts of this nature and with 
which you are acquainted as well as ourselves,but it is repugn 
ant to remember them. : 

I will soon have the pleasure of shaking hands with you. 
Yours truly, 
(Signed) Francisco de Palacio Curry. 
4 Brigadier: A.del Castillo. 
. Juan Delgado,Colonel of the Regiment of 


Santiago de las. 


(Signed) 


Faustino Hernandez. 


Brnesto Asbert,Major of the 4th Squadron, 


Major Miguel Valle. 

Major,Dr.Alberto Gonzalez. 

Daniel Perea,Major of First Squadron, 
Captain Juan Romero. 


Lieutenant Jose Vicente Adot. 


The Secretary of the Brigade. 
(Sgd) Angel Crousellas. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


April 2lst,1697. 


ARTMENT OF STATE. 
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Departure for the United States of JOSE D.AMIEVA,re- 


Leased on the 10th April. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


‘HABANA, April 21st,1897, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 


With reference to my despatch number 429 of the 10th 


> 


instant,relative to the case of JOSE D.AMIEVA,and reporting his 


release,I now beg to infirm the Department that Mr.Amieva has 


left to-day for Tampa,Fleyida,bdby steamer "Mascotte, 
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Mrom Havana, April 22, 1897. 
Rec'd. 12:51 P.M. 


Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 

John Réliy, Philadeionia, arrested & in jail Punta Brava, 
Habana Province, says insurgents stripped and hung him as spy; 
rope broke, threw him in well, finally got out, fourteen hours 
naked in rain before reaching Spanish outpost. Have asked 
that he be sent here, 


LEE, 


Oe | Consul General. 
Néce 9 iam Ae ee ee Hen et farenty Pre. Aue CAA. bel ee 
bikes 3—the LDL , yee lle 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 22,1897. 


the 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Removal of the American citizen GEORGE W.AGUIRRE to the 
jail of this city. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, : April 22nd, 1897. 


Sonorabte Wilitem V¥.Rockhill, 
Assiatant Secretary of State, 


Washi D.C. 
Sart bt 


With reference to my despatches munbers 62,68, 72 and 87, 
dated, respagtjvely, the 16th, 27th abt S0th July and 16th August, 
1896, Pelative to the case of the American citizen, Mr.GEORGE VW. 
AGUIRRE, I heve the hens? to report that the Acting Captain Gen- 
eral officially informs me toeday that the President of the 
Superior Court (Audieneiaj of Habana communicates to him, that 


Mr.Aguirre has beet removed from the fort "Caballa" to the jail 


of this city, which tranéfer I solicited on the 4th March last, 


at the réqnuest af fhe prisoner's familys. 
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Imprisotmment at Sagua of the American citizen Mr.RAPAEL 


PERNANDEZ Y DIAZ. 


woe ~~ 0---  -- - -- 


One enclosure 


U. S&S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 23rd,1897, 


Honorable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


Having been informed that the American citizen Mr.RAFAEL 


FERNANDEZ y DIAZ, was captured by Spanish troops on or about the 


17th instant near Santa Clara,and that he is at present confi ned_ 
in the jail of Segue la Grande,as a prisoner of peer addressed 
to-day a communication to the Acting Captain General demanding 
that the prisoner be accorded his rights as an American citizen 
under thé Treaty and Protocol. In this connection,I have the 
honor to accompany herewith a copy of my said commnication to 
the Acting Captain General, as g00n as an answer is received I 
will transmit it to the Department. 


i an, Sir, your ebedient : a2 ms . aioe 6 


“ bet LB. A 2 
1s OS 


Gne enclosure: 


Mr.zee to the Acting Captain General,April 25rd,1697. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.447. 
HABANA, apres 23rd,1897. 


Translation. 
U.S.Consulate General, 
Habana,April 23,1897. 
To His Excellency the General Second in Command and ip charge. 
Excellency: 
I am informed that Mr.RAFAEL FERNANDEZ y DIAZ, an American 


citizen,has been captured by spanish troops On or about the i7 


instant near Santa Clara,and is at present in the jail of Sagua 
la Grande,as a prisoner of war. The said Fernandez y Déaz is 
a naturalized citizen of the United States inscribed as such in 
this Consulate Géneral,as well as in the Consulate of Matanzas, 
I beg Your Excellency will please order that the prisoner be 
accorded the rights te which he is entitled as an American ci- 
tizen under the Treaty of 17965 and Prototol of the 12th Jamary 
1677 betweentthe United States and Spain. 
IT am, é6tc. 
(Signed) Pitzhugh Lee, 
Consul General. 


a 
; aot 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED. Cin 


, ry - ~ e -« 
123,71 DAP is’ 
i ; ; + ay ‘ 
' ; ~.. Bee, oo 


“LKS, OFFICE MEE DG oF 1897, 
Sr fecze lary S tate We ived (it i Ay 


Bsr rai oe 


. -« 
oo - « 
- r - c* >. 
~ 4 : » we , 
. >» . a 2 . 
f - - aad ~~” 
- + 
- - 
- 4 _ 
: -— ‘ . \ 
i} ot KR 
- S * 4 t Py ff e 
© iv c '¥ 7 J Ya 
oe 
a 


U. & CONSULATE GENERAL. See 


HABANA, 4PTil 24th,1697. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


—wew ee ~ ma Qemmenne = ——_ 


Relative to the arrest at Sagua of Mr.Rafael Fernandez 


Diaz, an American citizen. 


1 Baclosure. 


No. 448, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 24th, 1607 . 


Honorable William W,Roeckhill, 
Assistant secretary of State, 
Washington,D.o. 
Sir? 

Referring to my despatch No .447 of yesterday’s date,re- 
garding the capture By the Spanish troops ef the American citi- 
zen Mr.RAFAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ, and nis imprisonment in ee as 
@ prisoner of as transmit herewith copy of a communication 
from the Acting Captain General to the effect that he had asked 
for the case,in order te apply te him the benefits of the Pro- 
tocol of the 12th January,1677. I have sent copies of said 
communication te our Cquguls at Sagua and Matames for their 


information. 


eo am, Sir,your obedient 


tee “a 
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l Buclosure. 
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Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch 446, 


HABANA, April 24,1897. 


TRANSLATION, 


ARMY.OF THe ISLAND OF CUBA. STAPF.SECTION sth. 


Having read your communication of this date,I have asked 


for the case of the prisoner of war RAPARL FERNANDEZ DIAZ, an 


American citizen,in order to apply to him the benefits of the 
Protocol of the 12th Jamary,1677. 
Gud guard you many years. Habana, Aprid 23,1897. 
(Sgd) Marques de Ahumada, 


Acting Gaptain General. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 24.1697. 


Department of State. 


Sialic iain 


Arrest and imprisonment of the American citizen JoséT.DUMAS. 


EASE GREE Te 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 24.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 

Being informed on the 22nd.instant by sav. 2 Silane this 
city,of the arrest on the 20th.instant and imprisomment in 
this city of his son, José ye citizen of the United 
States,I speed a ccnbiniitaniton to the Acting Governor 
General,claiming for the prisoner all the rights to which he 
is entitled by treaty. 

I have received His Excellency's reply,dated the 26rd. 
instant,to the @ffect that he has asked for the case to learn 
the causes of the arrest, and further assured me that the pris- 
oner shall enjoy all the rights to which he is entitied unier 


the treaty and protocol. 


I am,Sir, 


Seg en 


Zg, 


2 : CO- 
7eneral. 


Department of 


accom acbinniediapelleldraas tn ceteentinn 


Release of Mr.George W.Aguirre. 
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One enclosure. 
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Secs tnsinesiscllatiileailidithiginan te 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 24.1897. 


Honorablé W.W.Roekhili, 


Assistant Sabretary of State, 


Washington, 


~s 


Sirt- 


Referring to my telegram of today reading:- 


: Habana, Apr 24.1697. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington! 

George V.aguirre raleased on condition expulsion 
and not return to Cuba. (sgd) Ie. 


and confirming same; I beg to transmit herewith a copy-trans- 
lation of the communication of the Acting Governor General 


,upon the subject. 


Enclosure: - ‘ 
From the Acting Governor General to Mr .Lee, Apr .23 .1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch Ho.450. 
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(++. ++ > LATION, 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 
HABANA, April 23,1697. 
To the Consul General of the URited States of America, 
Habana. 
Sir? 

The case which was being prosecuted in the Court of Ins- 
truction of Jaruco, against the American citizen george W. 
Aguirre,for the crime ‘of rebellion,who,as I had the honor to 
inform you under date of the 2lst instant,was transferred from 


the Cabafia fort to the public jail of this city,having now 


been qaushed,I have ordered by a decres of this day that he 


be expelled from this island,with prohibition of returning to 
Spanish territory withousibging specially permitted. 

Which I have the howe to communicate to you,informing you 
at the same time that orders have been given by this office 
to have Mr.Aguirre released and taken to the consulate,umer 
your worthy charge,and for the Regional Governor,in accordance 
with you, to designate the day for the departure of said Aguirre 

God guard you many years, 
(Sad) Marques de Ahumada, 


» 
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Department of State. 
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Regarding the recognition as Consular Agent at Sancti Spiritus 


of Mr.Rafael Madrigal. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, ‘April 27.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 

At the request of our Consul at Cienfuegos, Mr.Owen McGarr, 
I transmitted to the General Government on the 16th.of Febru- 
ary last a letter asking for temporary authorizatien for Mr. 
Rafael Madrigal to act as Consular Agent of the Urited States 
at Sancti Spiritus,to which office he had been appejuted by 
the Department of State,as advised by ingtruction to him ™, 
44.0f February 5th. | 

I sent Mr.McGarr a copy of the reply received from the 
Acting Governor General,dated February 16th,to the effect thet 
the regulations in force do not allow the authorization asked 
for, especially as there is not,and has never been 4 Consulates 
at said place,and H.M's.Govermment could alone approve the 
creation of such an office,and give authority to act to the 
person in whose favor the appointment may have been mate, 

Mr .MoGarr has again asked for information on thik subject 
from this office,stating that meanwhile several Rusriéat ves~ 
sels have vistted Tunas de Zaza,the port for Sancti Spiritus, 
and been unable to obtain there the necessary bills of healfe 
for the United States. | : 

I would reapectfelly suggest that the matter be referred 
to our Minister at Madrid; and in connection with this subject, 
I beg to remind the Department that the recognition of our 
Consuls at Sagua and Cardenas,appointed such from Commercial 
Agents,has not yet been received. 


I am,Sir, your ot 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 26th,1897. 


Honorable Willdag-¥.Rockhill, 
Asototant Seeratary of State, 
Washington,D.2. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to-transmit herewith a copy-translation 
of a decree of the Govermr and Captain General of this Island 


modifying a previous decree of the 15th May,1896,relative to 


mortgage credits. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant 
——— 
Fe EP te 


1 Enclosure: Copy-translation referred to. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No. FS 2... 
HABANA ,April 25 


TRANSLATION from the Havana GAZETTE,April 22nd,1897. 
EE, BF ERIS SES 


GENERAL. GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, 


DON VALERIAN WEYLER ¥Y NICOLAU,Marquis of Teneriffe, Govern- 
or General,Captain General of the island.of Cuba and General in 
Chief of its Ariy, al : 

Having heard the ‘aiueteddine reperé of the General Council 
of Administration regarding the convenience of proroguing or : 
modifying the effects of the decree of the 15th May 51896, apero 
proved by the Goverment of H.M.j3 and considering that the 
disturbance caused by the war on the industries and the course 
of business,demands for its definitive re~establishme tt, already 
initiated in the WesténnceandfCentral provinces of the Island, 
that the said decree of the 15th May,16896,be partly maintained 
in force and partly modified,for the purpose of harmonizing as 
far as possible the rights and legitimate interests of credit- 
ors and debtors, withintthe conditions upon which the pacifica= 
tiom is being attaimed; I hereby decree as follows: ee 

1lst.- The mortgage credits due or which may become due fre 
from this date,will be understood as prorogued until the Sist 
March of next year,1698. ae 

2nd.- The proceedings initiated for the collection of 
said credits will also be suspended during the same period. 

$rd.- On the lst of May next, the action of the mortgage 
creditors and holders of ground rents on real estate will re- 
main free,ite claim im the manner ani form it may proceed, the 
payment of the interests and of the pensioms due or which may 
become due} but the amount of said interests ani pensions can oY 


only be made effective on the rents of. real estate encumbered, 


2. 
and in no case will the property be permitted to be sold at 
public auction for the purpose of collection. 

When the encumbered real estate with ground rents or 
mortgages are occupied by their owners or embargoed by a third 
party, the mygtgage creditors or ground rent holders can exer~ 
cise the rights to which they are entitled by law,either for 
the purpose of securing preference or for that of constituting 
a judicial administration with the object of perceiving the 
rent which the debtors omit to pay,as far as necessary for the 
satisfaction of the rents or pensions due. 

If the creditors and debtors should fail to agree in 
fixing the amount of the rent,they shall conform themselves to 
that declared by the Govermnent assessments. 

4th.- On the lst May mextjthe action of the mortgage 
creditors and ground rents holders on country property,which 
have not boon destroyed and whose crops have been gathered or 

their products totally or partially mamifactured,shall remain - 
free in the provinces of Pinar del Rio,Habana,Matanzas and San- 
ta Clara to claim in the manner and form it may proceed the 
payment of 50% of their debits for interests ami pensions}; 
which shall he made effective,in all cases,on the natural, 
industriel and civil products of the said country property. 

The owners of country property which have been dodtreval 
subsequent to the gathering of the crops,will be exempt from 
the obligation of paying 50% eof its Gebits for interests and 
pensions. 

The evidénce or proofs that the owners of encumbered 
country property with ‘ground rents or. mortgages have gathered 
totally or partially their crops shall be furnished by the 
creditors, 

5th.- Whenever there are immovable encumbered property or 
preventive note of the suit in the Register of Deeds,all 
attachment proceedings shall remain in suspense until the 3lst 


March,1698, which have been commenced or which may commence 


for the execution of the sentences dictated in said. proceedings : 


Se 

6th.~- The proceedings for the collection of contributions, 
Royal Dues or credits of any kind pertaining to the State,Pro- 
vince or Municipality,shall be continued until they are made 
good on the rents or movable property of the debtorj but if 
directed against immovable property or Royal Dues,they can only 
be continued until the stage of embargo and inscription in the 
Register of Deeds,whilst the period referred to does not expire 
without detriment of recognizing the right of the state,Provin- 
ce or Municipality to collect,with all preference to the mort- 
gage creditors the amount of the contributions or taxes assign 
ed and not made good since the 15th May,1896,0n the rents and 
products of real estate and country property which are not up 
to date in the payment of the said imposts. 

The provisions of this article do not oppose themselves to 
the fact that the tax payers can retract their property in the 
form provided by article lst of the Decree of the 9th March 
last. 

7th.- The movtgage credits due, not the pensions on ground 
rents,which in consequence of the extension or prorogation im- 
posed bear no interst agreed upon,are understood to bear legal 
interest since the dates of the respective extensions or pro= 
rogations,on thecbendr of the present pecree and of the prece- 
ding one, aggeeing Ciaretes 

The interests agreed upon and which owing to the proroga= 
tions or extensions granted, may have become damaged according 
to the Mortgage Law,can be the object of registration in the 
Register of Deeds,without the exaction of any fiscal due. 

Sth.=- The present decres doses no thoppose itself to the 
execution of whatever voluntarily the creditors and debtors 
should agree regarding the payment of the mywtgage credits or 


pensions on ground rents,including in said agreements the dona- 


in payment of the property encumbered or with gound rents. The 


4. 

suspension of the proceedings does not deprive the creditors 
of the exercise of the rights which our laws conferrea them for 
the defnse and guarantee of the property encumbered or embar= 
goed. 

9th.~ The judicial questions peniing among creditors 
not having especial privilege and must gage creditors regarding 
precedence for the collection of common credits and of debits 
for interests or ground rent pemions,with the rents or products © 
of the property encumbered or with ground rents,shall be resolv= 
ed in accordance with the law}; but 4t. shall not be understood — 
that,in any case, the prorgation granted to the mpetgage deb- 
tors by the decree of the 15th May, 1896, entittea the common 


creditors to have any preference over the mortgage creditors, 


nor over the capital or principal, nor over the interests ani 


pensions, see 
Santa Clara,19 April,1897. 
VALERIANO WEYLER. 
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Department of State. 


Claim of Mr.PRANCISCO M4. 8ORTA. 


saison aiigh See a 


One enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 28.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 

At the request of Mr.FRANCISCO M.SORIA,a citizen of the 
United States,now residing in thie city,4 transmit herewith a 
copy of a protest against the Spanish Govermment made before 
me this date, witless a claim for indemnity for losses to his 
property and interests,which he estimates at $17,799.90. 

I am,Sir, 
Your obedient wary 


hed, 


Enclosure: - 


Claim of Mr.FRANCISCO M.SORDA, April 28.1897. 


Enclosure No.1 


With Despatch No.453. HABANA, April 28th,1897. 


U.S.Consulate General, 


Habana, April 26.1897. 


BE IT KNOWN that on this 26th.day of April,1897,before 
me,the undersigned Consul General of the United States at 
Habana,Cuba,personally appeared Mr.FRANCISCO M.SORIA y DIAZ, 
to me known,who duly sworn,did declare and state as follows:- 

That his name is FRANCISCO M.SORIA y DIAZ,a native of 
Cuba,4l years of age,a physician and surgeon by profession,mar- 
ried,and residing at dueindbbiods, te.ts Concepcion street; that 
he is a naturalized citizen of the United States,and became 
naturalized in the city of New York on the 4th.June 1884 Court 
of Common Pleas,came to Cuba shortly afterwards upon a passport 
issued by the Dept.of State,No.11,740,June 6.1884,and was reg- 
istered at the U.S.Consulate General in conformity,under No. 
$411 (1894); and in accordance With the decree of Governor 
General Weyler,dated July 14th.1896,on the 14th.of August '96 
he was inscribed in the Register of Resident Foreigners. 

That,as appears by duly authenticated deeds, executed be- 
fore the Notary Public of Guines,Don JOSE ALEJO SANCHEZ,Feb'y. 
1.1882, and which have been exhibited to me in this act,been by 
me examined and returned to him,he is the owner of a cattie 
farm (potrero) called"ZARAGOZA"of sixteen caballerias, about. 
533 acres,of land,situated in the jurisdiction of Guines,in 
the province of Habana,said farm containing a house built of 
stone and mortar, tiles and bricks, timber and pine board roofs, . 
16 yards front and 14 yards depth,four iron barred windows,and 
four doors,and two sheds adjoining; another house used for a 
kitchen of board and tile roof,16 yards long by 9 wide,and 
about 15800 brazas (fathoms) of stone fence which marked off 
said farm and divided it into sections (cuartones), ahd all in 
a good state of preservation. 


That he had let the said farm to Mr.SERGIO ALVAREZ, of 


Ze 
Guines,for five years,which terminated in August last,and that 
he had sublet it to PEDRO RODRIGUEZ and MANUEL POSADA,who,upon 
the expiration of Mr.ALVAREZ' lease,remained on the place,as 
lessees of this appearer; 

That by reason of Capt .Gensral Weyler's decree,as General 
in Chief of the Army,dated January 5th of this year,the fami- 
lies of Don PEDRO RODRIGUEZ and MANUEL POSADA, to whom had been 
sublet the farm by Don.SERGIO ALVAREZ,of Guines,the lessee, and 
who were occupying the farm,were obliged in March last to 
abandon the place,and take refuge,or concentrate in Guines,as 
a fortified place and zone of cultivation. 

That duBing the month of March last,the houses on the 
place were completely destroyed by fire,in consequence. of the 
state of war now existing in the Island. 

That as appears by a letter from the lessee of the place, 
Don SERGIO ALVAREZ, the stone fences on the place had been 
gradually destroyed since the beginning of the {nsurresticn in 
this provincé,and had remained in that condition upon the ex- 
piration of his lease; and by letters from other lessees, the 
houses were intact and in good condition when they were forced 
to leave the place. 

That during his residence in Cuba,he has been a law-abid- 
ing citizen,and has taken no part directly or indirectly in 
the present troubles; that he has punctually paid all the taxes 
and other dues exacted by the Spanish Government,upon his prop- 
erty,and consequently has acquired the right of protection of 
his property and interests. 


That he estimates the losses to his property and inter- 


ests,by reason of its destruction by persons unknown to him,as 
herein set forth,due to the lack of protection of the Spanish 
Government,and for which he considers himself as entitled to 


claim an indemnity from the Spanish Govermment,as follows:- 


a “ 


SO PPS RRR IERIE Ge MAI MD ROW el MITE PREY Pn « 


Estimated value of the dwelling house, 
kitchen,sheds etc.--------- te ee ene nw ee 
Repairs of the fences to be put in 


same condition as before,at .50 the 


Amount of one year and a half rent,at rate of 
$1266.60 anmally,which the lessee failed to 
pay on account of losses to his crops etc. 1899 .90 


Total amount $ 17799.90 


Seventeen thousand,Seven hundred and ninety nine and 
99/100 dollars. 


WHEREFORE, the said appearer doth solemnly and pub- 
licly protest against the Govermment of Spain in the Island of 
Cuba,for the losses and damages to his property and interests, 


which he has suffered,is, now suffering and may hereafter suffer 


on account of the present state of affairs in this whikeina. age 


the lack of protection afforded him by the said Spanish Gov- 
ermment,and that he considers himself entitled to receive an 
indemnity therefore from the said Govermment,of a sum equiva- 
lent at least to the losses he has sustained,with interest 
thereon until time of payment,and such further refief as may 
be awarded him in the premises,and he doth hereby make formal 
demand and claim for the same. 


(signed) FRANCISCO M.SORIA. 


U.S.Consulate General, 
Habana, April 2&,1897. 


On this day before me, the undersigned Consul Genbral of 
the United States at Habana, Cuba, personally appeared 
Mr.FRANCISCO M.SORIA y DIAZ,a citizenof the United States, to 
me personally known,and known to me to be the person named in 
the foregoing instrument of the nature of a protest and claim 
against the Spanish Government,to which he hath subscribed his 
name,and duly sworn,deposed unto the facts herein stated, 


which he declares to be true. 


(Seal) WITNESS my hand and the Seal of this 


Consulate General at Habana,this 2 5 


day of April,1897. 
(signed) FITZHUGH LEE. 
Consul General. 


~ 


A true copy 
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DEPARTMENM?. OF STATE. 


Transmitting copies of a communication and of a letter 
relative to a:complaint mafie by two Mmerican newspaper corres- 


pondents. 
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| U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 26th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Reckhill1, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washi ngton,D.¢. 


i have the honor to transmit herewith,for the information, 
of the Department ,copy of a communication I addressed yeaterdalf 
te the Acting Governor General submitting to his consideration 
ve letter which 1 received fram two American newspaper man, conm- 
plaining of certain privileges given to ¢@& Mr.Hilgert, which 


have been denied toe the representatives of the American press. 


edient server 
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2 Enclosures: 
No .1-Mr.76e té the Acting Governor General. 


No .2-Messrs .Mc Cready aml Bryson to Sir. Lee. 


Enclosure No.1. 


with Despatch No.454. 


HABANA, April 28th,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 28th,1897. 


To His Excellency the General 2nd in Command and in charge. 


ae 
Excellency: | 


I have the honor to eusiene copy of a letter from Messrs. 
Ernest W.Mc Cready,of the New York Herald,and George Eugene 
Bryson,of the New York Journal, to which I beg to call your 
attention,and to express the hope that equal privileges will 
be granted to all those who write despatches for the American 
papers. I respectfully request,therefore,that if this class of 
persons are to be prohibited from visiting the American pri- 
soners,that the order should apply to all,or if one is pernittes 
to do s0,all should be allowed to exercise the same privilege. 

I am etc. etc. 
(Sga) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Co nsul General, 


5 f a 
* 


Enclosure No.2. 


with Despatch No.454. 
HABANA, April 28th,1697, 


The New York Herald. New York Journal. 


Habana, April 26,1897. 
General Fitzhugh Lee. 


Sir? 

We heve just learned possitively that a Mr.Hilgert,re- 
presenting the Associated Press,has been permitted to visit the 
American prisoners in the Cabafia fort. This privilege has so 
far been denied us,and as we see no reason why the governing 
authorities should make such a distinction,we hereby ask you 
if it is mot proper that we should be allowed to see and talk 
with the prisoners in question. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Sgd) Brnest W.Mc Cready, 
New York Herald. 
George Eugene Bryson, 
New York Journal. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 29th, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


seleatiineaiacintiscaisaiis dail aii 


Relative to a complaint of two American newspaper men 


———— @ 5! 


regerding certain privileges in connection with the vist of 


the American prisoners at fort Cabana. 


U. S, CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 29th,1897. 


Henerable William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant secretary of State, 


Washington,D .C. 


With reference to my previous despatch No.454,dated yes- 


terday, transmitting copy ef a communication I addressed to the 


Acting @évernor General submitting to his consideration a lette7, | 
which I peeckved Trom twe American newspaper men, complaining 
ef certain privileges given te a Mr.Hilgert,which had been de- 

nied to the representatives of the American press,I mow beg to 
enclose cit tidhaillabnin of the Captain General's answer,re- 


ceived to-day. 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant, 


Afb cB arte 


SE hcl 


l Enclosure: 


No.l- The Captain General to Mr.Lee,April 28,1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 
with Despatch No.455.. 
HABANA, April 29th,1897. 


ARMY OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. CAPTAINCY GENERAL.STAFF. 


I have to say in answer to your note of this date that, 
from the antecedents which exfietr in this Captaincy General y 
it appears that on the Z7th December last authorization WAS 
granted to Mr.G@.Eugene Bryson,correspondent of the New York 
Journal,and on the 6th January and 12th March last, respective- 
ly, to Mr .PLayence: Stetson ani-Mr.Stephen Bonsal, correspondents 
of the New York Herald ,to visit the American prisoners at the 
Cabafaj; but it does not appear,in turn,that any authorization 
has ever been granted to Mr .Hilgert;and as the entrance of 
_ foreigners to the fortresses is prohibited,he could not have 


entered without the special order from my authority. 


God guard you many years. Habana,28 April,1897. 
(Signed) ‘VALERIANO WEYLER. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, April 29th,1697, 
iar” 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 


AONE A Bekah 38<' 3 EIRENE 
Calling attention te despatches 212 and SS from our Con- 


suls at Sagua ani santiago de Cuba, respectively , forwarded by 
this mail. 


oo ee ae ae ae we oe ee oe oe () re ee ee we ee ee 


No, 456¢ 


U. S&S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
a 


MAY @ 1897 HABANA, April 29th,1897. 
° Me 
CO. ane A | 

Beet Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


Sir: 
Among the despatches from our Consuls on this Island which 
I forward to-day,I have the honor to call the Department's par- 


ticular attention to despatch §e.353 from Mr.Hyatt,U.S.Consul 


at Santiago de Cuba,which is confirmatory ef my confidential 


despatch No.444,0f the 20th instant,addressed to the Honorable 
Secretary of State,in reference to the duration of the war 
and the destitution ef the Islani,ami I alse beg to direct 
attention to despatch Mes8i2,;from our Consul at Sagua, Mr. 
Barker, because it strengthens my report alreaiy alluded teo,as 
te the starvation of large numbers of the imhabitants of this 
Iglands 


I-am,Sir,your obedient servan 
er ee ZZ 


P 


DEPT. OF STATE 


Y-Y~ 1, 11,45 AM 9897 


8 OFFICE i VU a yf 
Soe eee Liew 


Received _* 


’ 


HABANA, May 1.1897. 


Departments of Brate. 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 1.1897. 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 

With reference to my despatch No.426,relative to Mr. 
Thomas W.Steepg aniAmerican newspeper correspondent,I have furth 
er to inform the Department that I have received a letter from 
our Consul at Matanzas,enclosing copy of a communication from 
the Civil Governor of Matanzas,of which I enclose a copy-trans- 
lation. 

Mr Brice, is of the opinion that neither Mr.Steep nor any 


other American prisoner is now in prison in the proviace of 


Matanzas. 


I am,Sir, ge. 
Your obedions Sraruck LY 


Wier 


Enclosure :— 


Civil Governor of Matanzas to Consul Brice, Apr.27.1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.457. 
Habana, May,1.1897. 


Copy-translation, 


Government of the Central Region and of the 
Province of Matanzas. 


Matanzas,April 27.1897. 


To the U.S.Consul, 
oir:-= 

His Excellency,the General commanding Brigade of Infantry 
at Matanzas,communicates as follows: - 


"Excellency:+- In reply to your letter of 5th.instant,I 


"have to state,that I am informed by the commanding offi- 
. *€ers-of the columns and forces operating in’ the 6the : 


"7th.and 8th.zones,no American citizen named Thomas. W. 
"Steeps,referred to in your said letter,has been made 
"prisoner by said forces,either at Hanabana Cienaga de 
"Zapata,or in any other point - but I am unable to report 
"if he may have been captured by any of the other troops 
"operating in said district under the orders. of Brigadier ~ | 
"General José Lopez Amor,who alone.can inform you. 

"Purther that General Lopez Amor's brigade is how 
"in the District of Santa Clara. 

"God guard you many years. 


| (sed) Adolfo Porset. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 1st,1897. 


"Gn ane on a as oe ee eet —-——— 


Confirming telegrams relative to John J.yelly. 


lisssnisnibisialie ciel inl cesses eliotn 


No. 458. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, ““&By 18t,1897. 


Honorable Msbsistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir? | 
I have the honor to confirm my telegram to the pepartment 


f 


reading: ‘ 


"April 22, 
"Assistant Secretary State, 


~We&hington,D aU 


"John J.Kelly,Philadeliphia,arrested and in jail Punta 


""Brava, Habana province. Says insurgents stripped and hung 
"him as spy,rope broke,threw him into™well,fimally got out, 
"fourteen hours naked in rain before mesiching: Spanish outpss., 
"Have asked that he be sent here. Lee”. 
April 23 
"Assistant secretary of State. 
Kelly released, Will leave Island. Lee". 


Xt haves now to inform the Department that Mr.yelly sailed 
ow the 28th instant for Key West. : 


MAY 5 1897 
%o, STN 
sc PTMENT OF SUEZ 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 1st,1697. 


to the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


aw awe wee err ——_—— << = 


7. _ 


Extract from LA LUCHA. 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 1st,1697. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir? 
I have the honor to enclose herewith translation of an 
extract from LA LUCHA,of Habana, it refers to the last pro- 


vince which general Weyler claims to have pacified. 


a 


I am,Sir,your obedi ae SOFT SMS eis 


Jonsul \f neral. 


1 Enclosure: 


Extract referred to. 


" i Ce ts PO ITN, girs GRO ap > 


Enclosure No.l. 


With Despatch No eg ad 
HABANA» ‘ee 


oo on ee oe ee ow oe oe oe ae at ee oe ee 


Translation from LA ICHA of Habena,april @4th,1897, 


RESUME . 


Since the last report we have taken from the enemy (in 


Santa Clara province) 57 killed,one prisoner,245 horses, 
On our side,4 soldiers killed,1 officer and 57 soldiers 


wounded, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May ist,1897. 
ener : 


peparture for the United States of ur George W.Aguirre , 


released on condition of expulsion from the Island. 


wn wen — — —-- 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 1st, 1897. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D,0, 


With reference to my despatch No,450,of 24th ultimo, res- 
pecting the release of Mr.GEORGE W.AGUIRRE, and to my telegram 


of same date reading? George W.Aguirre released on condition 


“expulsion dnd not-wetura to Cuba,",which ¥ séw confirm,I have 


to advise the Department that he sailed to-dey for the United 
Stetes by steamer “Mascotte?,bownd tO Key Meek and Tampa. 


: ame + as ohadieons. ser" Zoo 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
& RECO. < 


MAY 10 1897 HABANA, May Srd,1897. 
OE 4. 
Dies yy, 
Mr . LEE 
to the 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


al 


Transmitting copies of correspondence relative to a re- : 
% 


quest of Mr.Himely,am American citizen, 


, — 
em ----O0OrK--- - KK 


2-Enclosures, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, | May 3rd,1897. 


Ribieeette Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washingten,D.c. 

I beg te transmit herewith copies ef correspondence be- 
tween this effice ahd the Captain General in véterence to a 
request of Mr.Himely,an American citizen,owner of sugar estate 
bis iavak oie Macagua. 


—— 


I am,Sir,your ebedient servant, 


ae? J 


ff Fae 
; ep Call 
WL ie 


. tl Geng > 


2 Enclosures: 


No.1.-My.tee to Captain @encral,April 29. 


'Me.2.- The Gap tain general to ar, Lee, May ord. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No,.461, 
murals: Fob ee Bic nme, 


U.S.CONSULATE. GENERAL. 


ee HABANA, April 29th, 1897. 
To His Excellency the Lieutenant General Don Valeriano Weyler, 


a by Marquis. of Teneriffe, 


i Sebebudl and Captain General etc, etc, 


I have the honor to introduce to Your Excellency Mr, 

Henry A.Himely,an American citizen,owner of sugar estate 
"0cbibalia®. aeee Macagua, who desires to state that: he has 

been grinding cane seven weeks on Said estate,having to suspend 
such operation,because his cane has been burned,that he is lo- 
sing money and that he has been robbed of his oxen,all this 
causing him losses to such an extent that he is unable to pay 
the wakes of his workmen and the"mobilized troops® which he has 
on his plantation; for which reasons he reapectf:-lly requests 

the Government to please pay the mobilized troops referred to, 


their wages for ‘the month ot ec Sug tia’ well as hereafter. 
e. 


' 
Iam, etc, sic: m 
~~" ““(Sga) Pitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No.2. 


With Heaperven No, al O/ 


HABANA, May 3rd,1897. 


TRANSLATION. 
ARMY OF THE. ISLAND OF CUBA, CAPTAINCY GENERAL. STAFF. 
Under this date I write te the Commander in Chief of the 
Western Army Corps as follows: | 
"Excelleney? I have decided to order that the armed force 


placed at sugar estate "0cci tania” ,Macagua, Matanzas, belorfi ng to 


Mr.Himely and Himely be paid from ense gate by the Goverment © 
and algo the salary,which corresponds to them in the Army, of a 
second lieutenant,one sargent and twenty soldiers of the 60 men 
which constitute such a force,provided they desire to contime 
guarding said plantation,in which case the: offétar) no n-commis- 
sioned officers ami soldiers shall be attached to the forces | 
of the Army nearest said place for the purpose of collecting 
their pay*. Which I beg to inform you for your knowledge and 
proper effects." po 

And I transmit to you the. above for the information of 
the party concerned ani in answer to your courteous note of 
the 29th April last. 

God epare you many years. Habana,S May,1897 
(Sea) Marques de Ahumada, 
Acting Captain general. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 


ae 
fe «ew. 
[s winx \ RY 


S 
EPaRTMEN TS 


* 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 4.1897. 


Department of State. 
nis nk cobsineenlaaaaeapacwpiae 
Statement of Don Rafael Gomez. 
qupinwiasiniaal a caste ai 
One enclosure 


winkceiensnanicta | SESE EOD 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May .4.1897. 
Honorable 5.¥.Neekha22, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 
I have the hener to semua’ herewith,a copy pe a state- 


ment made before me by Don RAFAEL GOMEZ, administrator of the 


plantation "AYALA",situated near Guines,the property of Don 


CARLOS M. DESVERNINE, a citizen of the United pinkie now resid- 
ing in tow Yau city. 

This statement has been made at the request of Dr. 
DESVERNINE, ant copy ae to the Department,to be used in con- 


nection with a glaim agninst the Gpanish Goverment that he 


he already has or @ii1 shortly present to the Department. 


Enclosure 
Statement ef"Don Rafael Gomez,May 4.1897. 


Enclosure No, /, . 


With Despatch No.4 6 2 


Habana, May4,1897., 


ULS.CONSULATR GENERAL. 
HABANA, 


BE IT KNOWN that on this third day of May,1897,before 
me,the undersigned, Consul General of the United States of 
America at HABANA,Cuba, personally appeared Don RAFAEL GOMEZ, — 
administrator or superintenient of the plantation "AYALA", 
situated in the district of Guines and nearly two leagues 
from said tonal the property of Don CARLOS M.DESVERNINE, a 
citizen of the United States and now residing in New York 
city,and being.duly jecsagid declare and state as follows:---- 

That his name is RAFAEL GOMEZ; is a native of Guines, 
married,49 years of age,and for the past three years, admin- 
istrator or superintendent of said plantation. 

That on or about the lst of June, 1896,the district was 
invaded by the insurgent forces under command of Maximo Gomez}; 
and a bam commanded by the insurgen$ chief CALUNGA, appeared 
on the place,+-the "AYALA" plantation,-- ami demanded arms 
and horses and carried off three horses; that up to the 8th 
June,several other bands of, insurgents pader leaders F.HER- 
NANDEZ, CHARLES AGUIRRE, OCTAVIO HERNANDEZ and FRANCISCO RO- 
DRIGUEZ came on the place and seized and carried off several 
horses,and tore down the fences,and killed several cattle 
and pigs for their supplies; this appearer gave full informa- 
tion of these matters to the Spanish authorities at Guines; 
that between June 8th ani july 15th,several other small banis 
of insurgents presented themselves,seizing cattle am pigs 
for their supplies. 


That between July 15th and 30th,the cane fields of the 


colonia of RAMON PEREZ,were burned,and the loss thereof,is 


estimated to be 25,000 arrobas. During all these invasory 
visits the fences belonging to the plantat#on were torn down 
and destroyed. 

That the Spanish government forces in operation against 
the insurgent bands referred to,also seized pigs and pouttry 
of the farm,and forage or fodder from the cane fields,ani 
made use of the corn deposited on a farm,for their horses. 

That on the 29th July, this appearer presented a peti- 
tion to the municipal cuthorita ce at Guines,asking for the 
condonation of the payment of taxes due from the plantation, 
accompanying said petition with certified copies from the 
Comandancia Militar,or military authorities of said place,of 
sundry reports of the damages and prejudices occasioned to 
said property,with the exception of those made to the Alcalde 
Municipal,Col: BERNANDEZ de LEON,who,it seems,lost or mis- 
laid them, not considering them of importance. 

That on the 17th of Angust,he was verbally i nformed 
that in session of the Municipality of the eighth Oh aah 
his petition had been refused. 

Theat on the 24th December,the house of the Mayoral,or 
Overseer, waas burned to the, ground, together with a chicken 
coop, kitchen, corimerib, ald pig-pens; this was done at mid- 
night by parties unknown. 

That on the 26th December,more than a million arrobas 
of cane was burned; on the 28th,a tobacco store-house,and 
the well house; ami on the 2né Jamary,1897,some 100,000 


arrobas of cane was burned in the "cuarton colorado",or 


"red earth" section of the farm; on the 4th Jamary,the cane 


in the fields bordering on the river "MAMPOTAN", calculated 
to be about 80,000 arrobas was also burned. 
That up to Jamary 15th,the houses belonging to the 
said plantation and occupied by the “colonos" or tenants, FRAN- 
CISCO PEREZ, RAMON PEREZ, BASILIO JIMENEZ, LUIS DIAZ, FRANCISCO - 


3. 
PINERO, DAMASO PINERO, DONATO PINERO, LUIS BRITO,DOMINGO GON- 
ZALEZ,MANUETL GUTIERREZ, PERICO DIAZ,JOS& DIAZ,and PERICO PI- 
NERO, were also totally destroyed by fire,it is supposed set 
on fire by the insurgent forces. 

That on or about 15th Jamary,by reason of the orders of 
the Governor General for all persons living in the country 
to reconcentrate in the citues ami towns,this appearer was 
obliged to abandon the plantation together with all the em- 
ployees and come to Guines. ; 

That when he abandoned rhe viantdbios on the 15th Jam- 
ary,the houses used as the owners’ residence,the house occu- 
pied by the Administrator and several other buildings,were 
intact. 

That the plantation has also suffered the loss of a 
number of oxen,and carts burned,all ef which has been duly 
recorded in the. books of the plantation. 

That he has duly ani opportunely advised the authori-~ 
ties of the losses and damages sufferred by the plantation, 
as they occurred. 

That this appearer hath made the foregoing statement, 
which he declares to be true, at the request of Mr.CARLOS M. 
DESVERNINE,for such use as need and occasion may require. 

(Signed) RAFAEL GOMEZ. 
Subscribed and sworn to before mé, 
this 3rd May,;1897. 
(Signed) FITZHUGH LEE. 


Consul General. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true am faithful copy 
of the original statemant on file in this office. 


WITNESS my hand and official So HABADA, 


Mihi Bde Lee, 


EE General. 


thia 4th day of ys otemmrag 


No. 463 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


2 RECO. < 


MAY 10 1897 aspitk 


Department of State. 
teteetatenanencs 
Forwarding copy of enclosure said to have heen omitted in 
Despatch No.435. 
ene ERIN as 
One Enclosure. 


nasnnainiia aah tlaiahiglibies 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 6th,1697, 


Honorable W.W.Réckhill, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

Sir:- | 

I have the —— te acknowletige the receipt af your ine 
struction Ne,325,ef the J0th.ultimo,which states that the en- 
closure with my confidential despatch No,435,0f the 15th.of 
April,did not accompany the despatch. | 

Mr .Springer, who translated fhe enclesure,~ a letter from 
General Gomez,- upon the lester iteelf,ahd put up the despatch, 
is confident that it was forwarded at the same time. 

I enclose a copy ef the translation of the letter, which 
will be observed was of slight impertance. 


I am,Sir, 
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Enc losure:- 


General Gomez to Mr.Lee,March 27th,1897. (capy) 


Enclosure No. rs 
With Despatch No, LbES, 


Habana May d, 1897. 


CHIEF of STAFF of the LIBERATING ARMY. Personal! 


Camp at Sancti Spiritus,March 27th.1697. — 


General Pitzhugh Lee, 
U.S.Consul General,Habana. 
General:~ 
I enclose herewith * letter sent me for delivery to Mr. 


Thomas W.Steep,which,in order to ascertain his whereabouts, 


I opened, but not having obtained that information,I send it 


to you tovforward. 
I am,with the highest consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 


(signed) M.Gomez. 


May 6th.1897., 


Department of State. 


\ 


> 
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er of Mr .F .BAURIEDEL. 


Ore enclosure, 


: 
- i ee Qe oe ee ee 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May .6th.1897, 


Honorable W.W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir? - 


With reference to the Department's instruction number 


$21, received April 28th.,I have the honor to transmit here- 
with,copy ef a statement made before me by Mr .FEDERICO 
BAURIEDEL,&@ citizen of the United States,principal partner of 
the firm of Messrs.F .BAURIEDEL and Company,of this city,in 
which is embodied a protest against the Spanish Government and 
a claim for indemnity for losses and damages to their proper- 
ty and interests in Manzanillo,of the Eastern Department, and 
the province of Puerto Principe. 


I am,Sir, 


Enclosure: - 


Statement of Mr.F.BAURIEDEL,May 4th.1897. 


B Enclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No. 46 4. 


HABANA, May 6th,1897,--- 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
~ HABANA, 

BE IT KWWN, that on this 4th day of May,1897,before 
m6,the undersigned, Consul General of the United States of 
America at HABANA,personally appeared Mr.FEDERICO BAURIEDEL, 
principal partner of the firm of Messrs F.BAURIEDEL and CO, 
of this city, ami being duly sworn,declared as follows: - 

That he is a citizen of the United States,45 years of 
age,single, a native of Nuremberg,Germany, and became a citi- 
zen of the United States by residence am was naturalized at 
the Court of Common Pisas, New York, June 12th1878; that he 
came to Cuba the next year on a passport issued by the De=- 
partment of State,Washinmgton,D.C.Jume 13,1878,and that in 
December 1879 he was registered in the U.S.Consulate General 
in the Register of Citizens, No.1419. 

That since the year 1884 the said firm has been engaged 
in the lumber trade im the Eastern Department ami Camaguey, 


or province of Puerto Principe, buying mohogany and cedar» 


wood, this batter principally for the purpose of supplying 
it to American cigar manufacturers to be made ‘eve bende, 
among others to the WILLIAM WICKE COMPANY of New York, to 
the extent of over $100,000. yearly. 

That the firm was therefore obliged to rent large 
tracts of land,purchase oxen, horses and carts,fence in 
certain parts of their lauda for pasturage for their cattle, 
employ a large force of laborers and make houses for them 
to live in,to procure a tug-boat,the "PEDRO PABLO",built 
in New York,for towing rafts of lumber down the Cauto River 


and along the coast, and in this manner had invested in this 


2 
business,upon the breaking out of the present insurrection, 


a capital of one hundred and twenty thousand dollars, $120,000. - 


Upon the breaking out of said insurrection,as there 
was not in the province any military force for its protec- 
tion,all the men employed by said firm,with a few exceptions 
of those who joined the cig pcan had to come to Manzanillo 
and consequently our propersy and interests was left without 
any protection whatever For some mo nths there was no com 
munication with the interflor,until troops arrived from Spain, 
and detachments were sent to such places as Cauto Enbarces 
dero where wood is collected for forming rafts. But at no 
time was the occupation of the country sufficiently effect- 
ive to permit the: contimance of our laborers at places where 
wood was cut,am to collect’ and raft same,ami the labor in 
getting out our souls was censequently desultory am unsatis- 
factory,as well as costly. 

: By the help of convenient floods in the River,which 
brought down a quantity of logs that had been cut for us 
and put in the river for rafting,our firm managed to save . 
part of its property,but at no time was sufficient protec- 
tion furnished by the Governmnent to enable us to recover it 
all,and it was held to’ be illegal and treasonable to have 
any communication with the insurgents. 

Even at a later period the General Commanding at Man- 
zanillo,refused to allow our tugboats to go up the River to 
Cauto,whéere more logs had been collected,and although an 
order to that effect was obtained from the Captain General, 
in June 1896,to furnish us all possible facilities,we were 
not permitted to bring down our lumber,ani our tug was re- 
quired to do transportation service for the Govermment.Am 
finally on the 10th July,1896,the tug "PEDRO PABLO" was 
seized by the Government and converted into a gunboat,to 


be used in the protection of goverment transport lighters 


on the river In spite of the proper protest made at the time 


3 
the Govermment seized said tug,depriving our firm of its 
services,and diverting it from its legitimate occupation, 
for which it had been contracted by our firm, namely, the 
gathering ami protection of our lumber. 

That in consequence of the want of protection to our 
voriinéin, aid the impossibility of their remaining for any 
time in the places of cutting, to which protection our firm 
was entitled as peaceable tax payérs,we were enabled to save 
only about $40,000. worth of lumber. 

That in consequence of said want of protection, consid- 
erable lumber must have been lost,am that.for which there 
were reasonable hopes for recovery in time,must have been 
greatly deteriorated,and as this appearer is informed,and 
believes,another quantity has been made use of by the Gov- 


ermment in fortifications,making barricades,etc. 


WHEREFORE, this said appearer for himself and the princi- 
pal partmer of the firm of Fco.BAURIEDEL and Co.,merchants of 
this city,and with a branch houshe in Mamanillo under the | 
same styls,doth solemnly and truly protest against the want of f 
protection afforded him in the premises by the Spanish Govern? | 
ment,to which he believes it was bound under Art: 6.of the 
Treaty between the United States and Spain,of 1795,and against 


the losses of his property ami damages to his interests occur- ~ 


red is hereinbefore mentioned,on account of the present state 
of affairs in this Islant,and therefore considers that his firm 
is entitled to receive an indemnity therefor from the Spanish | 
Govermment,of a sumequal at least to the amount of the losses 
sustained,or be it,EIGHTY THOUSAND dollars,American gold,with 
interest thereon until time of payment,and such further relief : 
as may be accorded in the premises; and doth hereby truly make — 
formal demand and claim for the same. 


(sgd) Federico Bauriedel. 


(sed) Federico Bauriedel and Co. 


4, 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL, 

HABANA, 
On this 4th.day of May 1897,before me the undersigned, 
United States Consul General at abana, perséualiy appeared 
Mr.PEDERICO BAURIEDEL,a citizen of the United States,of the 


firm of Federico BAURIEDEL and Co.of this city,to me personally : 


known to be the person mamed in the foregoing document of the 
nature of a protest ani claim for indemnity,against the Span- 
ish Govermment,to which he hath subscribed his name,am that 


of his firm,and duly 8Sworn,deposed unto the facts therein stat- 


ed,which he declares to be true. 


(seal) WITNESS my hand and official seal at Habana, this 
4th.May 1897. | 


(egd) Fitzhugh Lee. 


Consul General. | 


May 6th, 1897. 


._DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Transmitting list of American citizens confined as 
prisoners én this Island. 


~-~O-——- _— oe eee 


1 Enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Ray 6th, 1697, 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of state, 
Washi ngton,D.C. 

Sir: 

ft have the honér to enclose herewith a list of the Ameri- 
can citizens still confined as prisoners on this Island,13 in 
mumber, inclusive of the 6 persons captured on the 25th April, 
| 1896,0n the "Competiter®. The two cases most deserving ef the 
prompt consideration of the Department are those of Louis 
Somcillan and Ona Melton,ami in this connection I beg to call 
the Department's attention to my despatches, now on file at the 
Department, setting forth the reasons which,in my opinion, 
would justify their release. 


I am yaaa r obedient servant, 


Ome Enclosure: 
List referred to. 


CASES of American citizens confined in. this Ieland. 


COMPETITOR: ALFRED LABORDE,ONA MELTON, WILLIAM GILDEA, 
CHARLES BARNETT, WILLIAM LEAVIT and ELIAS VEDIA; captured on 
April 25,1696, Tried by military court martial under the form 
of procedure known as the most summary process (juicio sumarf{- 
simo) on the 8th May,1896,proceedings referred to the Supreme 

Court of War and Marine at Madrid,which declared said pro- 
ceedings mill and void,and ordered retrial of the prisoners, 
Examinations again commenced,case still pending. Prisoners have 
been confined at fort Cabafa for 12 months. Last communication 
from Acting Governor General;February 13,1897,gives no prospect 
immediate trial. The last named prisoner, ELIAS VEDIA, although 
not an American citizen has been accorded protection from this 


Consulate general because captured on an American vessel under 


the American flag. 


MANUEL FERNANDEZ, CHAQUEILO:° Native of Key West. Captured 
July 9,1896,was the companion of Charles Govin,;when the latter | 
was murdered by Spanish troops. Case pemiing under military 
jubisdiction. Has been in fort Cabana LOmemtiths. Last commni- 
cation from Captain General accompanied my despatch mumber 186 
of October 21lst.1896. The said communication from the Captain 
General stated,under date of October 19,1896,that he could not 
yet inform if ‘there are other charges against Fernandez than 


that of rebellion. Case pending military jurisdiction. 


LOUIS SOMEILLAN: Arrested July,7,1896. Charge: aiding re- 
bellion. Tried by civil jurisdiction on Jamary 1897, a + 
sentenced to life imprisomment. Has appealed to Madrid. Has 


2. 
been in the city jail 10 months. 


AGUSTIN: CLEMENTE BETANCOURT: Captured Jamuary 1697. 
Upon the demand of this office his case was referred to the 
civil jurisdiction on March 9th,1897. His case is new pending 


before the civil court of Guenajay. Has been confined at fort 


Cabafia over 4 months. Has recently been removed to the j:3 
Havana jail. | 


JOSE T,DUMAS: Arrested in this city on the 20th April, 


1897,0n the charge of maintaining correspondence with his 
brother,a prisoner of wer at Matanzas. His treaty rights have 
been demanded from the Captain General in a communication dated : 
the 22nd of same month. Dumas is confined in the jail of this 
city. Case reported to the Department in despatch No. 
449 of the 24th April,1897. 

SAGUA LA GRANDE. 


RAFAEL PERNANDEZ y DIAZ! Captured near Santa clara by 
Spanish troops on the 17th April,1697.,and at present confined 
in the Sagua jail. Having demanded that his treaty rights be 
accorded him, the Acting Captain Generaf answered that he had 
asked for the case,in Order to gpply to Fernandez the benefits — 
of thé Protocol of the 12th yamary,1677. Case reported to the 


pepertment in my deppatches Nops447 ami 446 of the 25rd and 24. 
Aprii last, respectively, | 


SANTIAGO DE CUBA. 


PRANK AGRAMONTE and JULIO SAINZ: Taken in a boat near 
Santiago de Cuba about the 23rd February,1896. Cage pending. | 
Confined at Morro of Santiago de Cuba. 


Habana,May 6th,1897. 
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Department of State. 


sitesinde aa SE i ee 


Transmitting copies of correspondence between this office 


and the Intendency General of Finance,respecting the return of 


the 5% collected by the Customs authorities at Santiago de 


Cuba upon the value of coal imported by the American Compa- 
- 
nies at that place. 


RADE Nee So illic iaielaloephible 


Four enclosures. 


clients dl i cusduiiaasnatioiaioh i 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 68th.1897. 


Honorable V.W.Reeckhill, 

Aspistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

Sir:- 

For the information of the Department,I have the honor 
te transmit herewith copies of correspondence between this of- 
fice and the Intendency General of Finance,respecting the re- 
turn of the 5% collected by the Customs authorities at Santia- 
go de Cuba upen the value of coal imported by the American 
Companies at that place; and especially by the "Juragua Iron 
Company" at whose request I wrote to the Intendant General 
upon the subject. 

I am,Sir, 
Your obedient sarvet 
eo 


” 


Enclosures: - 


' 


1. Mr.Schumann to Mr.Lee,April 2.1897. 

2. Mr.Lee to Intendamt General of Finance,April 8.1597. 
3. Intendant General of Finance to Mr.Lee,May 1.1897. 
4. Mr.Lee to Mr.Schumaan,May 4.1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 


With Despatch No.466. 


\ 
Habana,May 8&th.1897. 


THE JURAGUA IRON COMPANY LIMITED, 
Santiago de Cuba,2nd.April,1697. 
Fitzhugh Lee, Esquire, 
Consul General of the United States, 
Habana. 
Ssir:- 

As the Director of the American Mining CompanyfThe Ju- 
ragua Iron CovLtat, of this place,I take the liberty to address 
you these lines asking the favor to assist us ina claim we 
have pending mow in the Yntendencia General of Habana. 

We have a concession for 20 years for free import of coal 
(1883 - 1903)and the same concession says that we have not to 
pay any new charges during these 20 years. 

The Custom House of this locality has obliged us to pay 
5%Zon the official value of coal corresponding to the funds 
destined to redeem the paper money which has been issued 
lately. 

Before we made our claim the"Spanish American Iron Co.?7 
also an American enterprise of this locality, has made the same 
claim which is also pending in Habana. 

The only thing which I ask you to have the kindness to 
do is to semi at once a Tew Tinea! tos the Yntendente General, 
asking him,if he has given a decision already about the claim 
of the American Companies,"Spanish American Iron Co." and 
"The Juragua Iron Co.Ltd.",of Santiago de Cuba,about the 5% 
on coal. 

Your most obt.servt., 
(sgd) C.Wm Schumann. 


Director. 


Enclosure No.2. 
With Despatch No.466., 
Habana May 8&th.1897. 


copy-transilation. 


United States Consulate General, 
Habana,April 8&th.1697. 
To His Excellency, 


The Intendente General of Finance, 


Habana. 
Excellency: - 

Mr .C.Wm.Schumann,the Director of the‘American Mining 
Company of Santiago de Cuba,"The Juragua Iron Company",has in- 
formed me that said Company enjoys a concession from the Gov- 
ernment at Madrid for twenty years - 1883 to 1903 - for the 
free importation of coal,in which it is expressly stipulated 
that the Compares shall not have to pay any other charges or 
taxes during the period. 

Nevertheless,the Custom House at Santiago de Cuba has 
obliged the Company to pay 5% upon the official value of the 
coal imported for its use,against which action it has pro- 
tested,and together with the "Spanish American Iron Company" 
has made a claim before Y.E.for the return of said amount. 

I beg Y.E.to please inform this Consulate General if a 
decision has yet been reached in the said claim,and if so, 
what the same may be. 

I am,Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
(sgd) Fitzhugh Lee. 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No.3. 
With Despatch No.466. 
Habana May 8th.1897. 


copy-translation. 


THE INTENDANT GENERAL of FINANCE of the ISLAND of CUBA 
has the honor to salute the Consul General of the United 
States,and to inform him that H.E.the Governor General,upon 
the representations of the Intendency,ordered upon the 26th. 
of April last the exemption from payment of the tax of 5% upon 
the value of coal imported by the mining Companies,in accord- 
ance with the law of April 17th.1683; ‘and in consequence, fur- 


ther ordered the return of the amounts collected at Santiago 


de Cuba,from Messrs .8chumann and Co., ana others. 


Don Emilio Fagoaga avails himself of this opportunity to 
reiterate to Mr.Fitzhugh Lee the sentiments of his regard and 
distinguished consideration. 

Habana,May 1st .1897. 


Enclosure No.4, 
With Despatch No .466. 
Habana May 8th.1897. 


Consulate General of the United States, 


Habana May. 4th.1897. 


C.Wm.Schumann, Esquire, 


Director of the “Juragua Iron Company , Limited," 


Santiago de Cuba. 
Sir:- 

I take pleasure in enclosing herewith a copy of the reply 
of the Intendente General of Finance,which exempts your coal 
from the 5% additional tax. 

I an,Sir,; 
Your obedient servant, 
5 


(sgd ) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Consul General. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Way 8th,1897. 


Transmitting copy of a letter from Mrs.Carmenh @.ferry, 


wife of the American citizen Mr.Andres Terry. 


i Enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May Sth, 1897 - 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


At the request of Mrs.Carmen G.de Terry,wife of the 
American citizen Mr.Andres Terry,whose sugar estate "Gayajeheo". 
situated near Madruga,province of Habana,was destroyed,as re- 


ported in my despatch No.432 of the 12th April last,I beg to 


transmit herewith a copy translation of a letter addressed to 


me by Urs Terry, dated on the 5th instant,for such action aa it 


may suit the pepartment to take in the matter, 


I am,Sir,yomr obedier ant, 


pair 
@ 


Consul general. 


' 


1 Enclosure: Mrs.ferry to Mr.Lee,May 5th, 1897. 


Eaclosure No.1. 
With Despatch No. yb. 
HABANA, May Ben, 1897. 


HABANA,May 5th,1897. 
To the Consul general of the United States, | 
HABANA. 
Sir: 


As you know in March last sugar estate "Cayajabos", near 


Madruga,province of Habana, belonging to my husband, the American 
citizen Mr.Andres Terry,a resident of Paris,was destroyed. 

As the state of war in this country prevents the people 
from going to the country,I have been unable to takey thetsteps, 
which I have attempted for the purpose of proving the destruc~ 
tion ef the buildings and fields of my said plantation, 

I have not been able to obtain a report of the facts 
before any judge or notary, becaune shehcofficials refuse to 
remier their services te foreign citizens,in connection with 
damages suffered in their interests by reason of the present 
war. 

I have been informed that the military authorities are 
practising an investigation to ascertain the damage, whgch:the 
factories, bulldings ‘ani crops ef the "Cayajabos" sugar estateineve | 
abut as Mach 4 investigation ia made without countimg with the 
gee of the owner} I hereby protest against whatever 
may become prejudicial to the interests of my husband as a re- 
sult of the said investigation. 

I beg you to please take note of this letter and send 
copy of same te the Department of State of the United States ? 
to be attached to the other documents upoa which my husband 
whll base his claim for damages and imieinity. 

Anticipating thanks I es etc. etc. 


(Signed ) Carmen G.de Terry. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


A > HABANA, May 11th,1897. 


. 
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Relative to ELIAS VEDIA,ome of the prisoners of the 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 11th,1897. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 
Sir: 

In a communication to the President from Mr .0lney, then 
Secretary of State, bearing date 22nd January, 1897, there isa 
list of 74 American citizens who have been arrested and inm- 
prisoned in Guba since the 24th PFebruary,1895; that list has 
now been reduced to 13,as stated in my despatch No.465,e@f the 
6th instant) 

In this list of 13 are included the 6 "Competitor" pri- 
soners, and among them a Cuban named ELIAS VEDIA,who living at 
the time in Plorida shipped on board the "Competitor" as a 
physician. His name does not appear in the list mentioned 
above as given by the Secretary of State to the Preetédsnt.er 
in the memorandum of American citizens imprisoned in Ouba,made 
by Assistant Secretary Rockhill,dated March Sth, 189% b@t he 
has been included in all communications with the authorities 
here as a member of the crew of the "Competitor". 

~ In this connection I beg to call the attention of the Re 
partment to paragraph 200,;page 72,of the United States Revised 
Consular Regulations issued on December 5l1st,1696,which I 
construe to mean that ELIAS VEDIA finds protection 744m 
flag that coverg) him, and therefore stands on equal ground with 
the other members of the crew of the "Competitor", 

I respectfully request to be informed if the Department 
so construes the case in orfer that I may know if : am right 


in continuing to watch over his interests oe Len Zo> 


I am, Sir, your obedient /- 3 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


May 11.1897. 


Transmitting copy of letter from the Directer of the "Juragua 


Iron Companys" 


One enclosursé. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, -May 11.1697. 


Honorable W.W.Roeckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 


Washingten. 


With reference te my despatch Ne.466.ef the Sth.instant, 
respecting the return of the sum of 5% extra charged upon 


value of coal imported into the Island by the American mining 


———— 


———— 


companies of Santiago de Cuba,I now enclose copy of a letter 
from Mr.C.Wm.Schumann,Directer of the “*Juragua Iron Co." 
thanking this effice for.its action in the premises. 


I am,Sir, 
* 
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Enclosure: - 
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Mroa€sWm.Schumann to Mr.Lee,May 4th.1897. 
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Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch No.469, 
Habana,May 11.1897, 


THE JURAGUA IRON COMPANY LIMITED, 
Santiago de Cuba,May 4th,1897. 


Fitzhugh Lee, Esquire, 

Consul General of the United States, 

Habana, 

Sir:= 

I have to thank you for your valued favor of 26th.April, 
enclosing copy of your letter to the Intendente. 

Two days: ago I received a cable from our agent in Habana 
saying that my claim has been favorably decided. 

I have no doubt that your communication to the Spanish 
authorities has brought about this quick and favorable result. 

Please accept in the name of’ the Juragua Iron Company 


Limited and my own the expression of our gratitude. 


Your most obedient servant, 


C .Wm.Schumann , 


Director, 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 11th,1897. 


Department of state. 
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Case ef RAFAEL FERNAIDEZ DIAZ. 
remnant $52 one ef communication frem Acting Governor General 


promising speedy solution of question ef competency. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


rad 


HABANA, ‘May 11th,1697. 


Hea: William W.Reekhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State. 
Washimeten. D. C. 


Sir: 


With reference te my dispatch Ne .448 ef April 24th, res- 


- 


pecting the arrest ef RAPAEI, FERNANDEZ DIAZ, I have the honor 


te transmit cepy-translation ef a communication from the 


Acting Govermr General promising a speedy “sofelution te the 


questien ef competency in this case. 


I am, Sir, your ebedient serv 


Enclesure: 
Acting Gevermer General to Mr .LEE, May 9th,1897. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 11th,1897. 


Department of State. 
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Transmitting copy of a letter @rdtten te Messrs COUDERT 


5ros,of New York, with reference to the cage of SAMUEL T .TOLOK, 


— 


One enclosure, 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 11th,1897. 


William W.Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 


Washington. D. C. 


I have the honor to state,in reply to your instruction 
No.265,o0f the 26th February last,to obtain,if possible,a copy 
of a certain affidavit made by Mr.SAMUEL T.TOLON,before the 


police authorities at Cardenas,in August last,and with refer- 


ence to the copy enclosed with said instruction of a letter 


from Messrs COUDERT BROS,- that I have replied to a letter 


also received from them upon the same subject,as per the ac- 


companying enclosure,which I transmit for the information of 


the Department ° 


Mitel 


ae 7 
I am, Sir, your ree eorvi wks rg 
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enclosure: 


Mr .LEE to COUDERT BROS, May 11th,1897. 
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Enclosure No.l. 
With pespatch No.471l. 


HABANA, May 12th, 1697. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Messrs.Coudert Brothers, 


100 Broadway, 
New York. 
Dear Sirs: 
I have te acknowlédge the receipt of your letter ef the 
4th instant,in reference to the cage of Samuel T.Tolon. I also 
received your. letter of the 24th of Pebruary,to which you 
refer, 

As I received at the same time an instruction from the 
Department of State, with copy of your letter to the Honorable 
Secretary of State of pebruary 24th,I delayed reply, until 1 
could furnish satisfactory ami official information to the ) 
pPepnrtment.o (On: the. day of receipt, March Aeth,! wrote to the 
U.S.Consul at Cardenas,to obtain a copy of Mr.Tolon's declera- 
tion,made before the Chief of Police at that place. He replied 
under date of April 13th,that such «4 declaration might have be 
been made before an agent of police who came to Cardenas from 
Matanzas. 

I consequently wrote on April 17th,to our Consul at Ma- 
tanzas,who replied on the @2md,that the Governor declined te 
issue copy of such statement without authorization from the 
Governor General. T, epogesprpenanryeese the Governor General ob 
the 23rd to the follow! ng effects : 0s SR ae 


s 


"Excellency: In obedience to instructions reeaived from 


2. 
my Goverment, wrote to the U.S.Consul at Matanzas to 
"obtain,if possible,from the Chief of Police of that 
Province a copy of the btatensit made before said authori-«- 
ty in August last,by the American citizen Mr.Samuel 7. 
Tolon; but the Consul having replied that he is informed 
by the Civil Governor of Matanzas that in order to comply 
with said request it is indispensable to obtain Y.E.*s 
authorization,I have now the honor to ask Y.E. to please 


order the issuance of said copy. I am, etc. 


I have as yet received mo reply to the foregoing, but 
will remimi H.E.of the matter,ami properly transmit what 


further information I may receive on the subject. 


I personally knew Mr.Tolo but a few months, I know he is 


an American aitizen, aad I have heard he was a reputable mer- 
chant of Cardenas. * 
He was kept "incomunicado” in prison from the day of hie 
arrest, Sept.3rd,upon which I notified the Govermeht of his ute 
status as an American,until his release on the 26th Septenber. 
He made his protest and claig for indemnity beTors he ON the 
29th of September, and Sailed on the 30th of Géiie Tér New York, 
A copy of this letter has been tran tted te the pe- 


partment of State for its information, 
am eto, 
(Ogi) Pitahagh Leg: 
Consul General. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 12th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relative to the American citizen Mr.JOSE T. 


undér arrest in the jail ef this city. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


: HABANA, May 12th,1897. 


ie Henerable William ¥.Reckhill, 
: Assistant secretary ef State, 
Washington,D.C. 
Sir? 
With reference te my despatch Me .<49 ef me 24th April 
: ; last rasinion te the case of the American citizen Mr. JOSE 


DUMAS, umder arrest in the jail ef this city,I beg te transmit. 
herewith copies ef correspondence received from the General 


Gevernnent ef this Island in relatien therete, 


2 Enclesures? 


No.1~ Marquis of Palmerela te Mr.Lee,May 8. . 
No.2- Marquis ef Ahumada te Mr.Lee,May 10. 
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Enclosure No.l. 


With Despatch No, “f Ti “a 
HABA NWN AwMay. Vth, 1897. 


Copy-Translation, 
The Secretary General of the General Gov er mne nt 
of the Island of Cuba,presents his respects te 
the Consul gemeral of the United States ami has the honor to 
answer his note of to-day,that. the facts in the case of Mr. 
Jose T.Dumas have been asked of the Captaincy General,am will 
be transmitted to him as soon as received. 
phe Marquis of Palmerola avails himself of the occasion 


etc. etc. etc. 


Habana,& May, 1897, 


Baclosure Ne. e 7 


with Despatch ~. HZ 
HABANA, May 22th,1897. 
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Copy-translation. | 
Géneral Govertaent of the Ialani of Guta. 


The Captain Genétial of thie Pelani if a communication of 
to-day reports to me as fellows: 

"Excellency! I have the homer te Ghewér your conmmriicatien 
of the 5th instant stating thet the civilian Jose Dumas Chan- 
deant was arrested because he eppeats responsible of the effened 
of aiding the rebellion,ani a8 @00m as you? Bete of the 26th 
indicating his american citizenship wad received,;I claimed the : 
case of said person,in order to establish the competency betweer= 
the war ani civil jurisdiction, the result of which 2 will duly 
report to you,” 

I have the honor te transmit te yéi fhe above in reply 
to your nete of the 22nd April last relative te the case. 
Ged guard you many years. HWabana,10 May, 1597. 
(Sea) Marques de Ahumdiia, 
Acting Captain General. 


To the Cevisul General ef the Vnited States. 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 12th, 1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


ae ener ener en os ox oe on OQ oe 


Relative te the case ef the American citizen AGUSTIN 


CLEMENTE BETANCOURT,under arrest in the jail ef this city. 


1 Enclesure,. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


‘HABANA, May 12th,1897. 


Henorable William W.Reckhill, 


Assistant secretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 


With reference to my despatch Ne.424 ef the 7th April 


last,I beg te transmit herewith a copy translation ef a note - i 


received from the Secretary ef the General Geverment relative 
te the case ef the American citizen Mr.AGUSTIN CLEMENTE BETA 


COURT, mow pending befere the civil jurisdictien. 


I am,Sir,your obedient servant 


fool 


TR 


1 Enclesur se? 


Marquis of Palmerola to Mr .Lee,May 8. 


: @ With Despatch No, ¥7 
HABANA , May 20th,1897. 


Copy-Translation. 

The Secretary General of the General Gavirment of the 
Island of Cuba presents hid réapect te the Conenl General of 
the United States ani by ofder of. the Gemiral in charge has 
the honer to inform him in answer to his mote of the éth 
instant,that the preliminary proceedings in the case @f the 
American citizen Agustin Clemente Betancourt were concluded 
on the lst simtant benling Uwe execution of a commission to 


n~ 
refer it to the Superior Court. 


Marquis of Palmerola availa himself ste. ete. ete. 
ee Habara,6 May,1897. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 12th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


BANKING STATISTICS, 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 12th, 1897. 
Henorable William W.Rockhill, 


Assistant secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
sir: 

In obedience to instructiems centained ihn the Circular ef 
the pepartment of State,dated the 16th March last,I transmit 
herewith,fer the use of the Comptreller of the Currency, the 
banking statistics ef this Island for the six months ending 
June 30 and pecember 31,1896,made upon the forms furnished by 
the Comptroller's effice,te which I new add certain informa- 
tien on the subject. 

There is but ome bank of issue in this Island,"The Bance 
Bspahel de la Isla de Cuba",situated at Habana. It has several 
branches (sucursales) established in the principal cities of Ty 
the Island,and the only business done by them is the betlection 
ef Gevermment taxes. 

A recent report to the stockholders ef the Bank gives the 
differences ef percentage in the sums collected for amount of 
government taxes,which may be considered a barometer of the 
falling off in the coutribttive forces of the country; fer 

instance: of the taxes ef 1894/95,- 88.56 %; of 95/96 -63.14%, 
and ef the present year 96/97, but 36.42% have been thus far 
2 collected,leaving pending 63.36%. 

Bills ef exchange, oredite,ede.,are beught and sold 
through mercnatile banking houses and suger dealers. | 

Of such firms doing baking business alone there are in 
this city three first class,viz: Borjes and Co.,H.Upmann and 
Co.,Hidalgo and Co. 

Other well known and stable firms ,such as G.;awton Childs 


and Co., (Americans) Gelats and Co.,Ruiz and Ce.,J.A.Bances,am 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
the Spanish steamship Cempany,alse do banking business. 
The Bank ef Commerce dees business altogether in con- 


nection with the United Railway Companies. There was also a 
savings bank,but it has been in liquidation since 1884. 


I am,Sir,your O6bhediz 


1 Bnclesure: Statistics as stated. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 12th,1897. 


te the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relative te the financial situation ef the Island of 


~~” 


Cuba. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


U. S&S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 12th,1897. 


HONORABLE Z OHN SHERMAN, 


SECRETARY OF STATE, 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Sir: 


The Public Reveme ef the Spanish Goverment and ite abi- 
lity te solve the financial problems confronting it here,ami in 
the Peninsula,is becomi ng more and more a momentous issue. -— 
day Spanish ‘silver is rated at 20% and the billetes ,er paper 
money, at 56% discount, as te Spanish gold. There have hepa 
issued $20.000.000 of this paper money,and I am informed that 
$10.000.000 mere have been printed and will soon be added %o 
the circulation here. The printing ef these motes is done by 
the American Bank Nete Cempany in New York. At first these 
paper notes were made redeemable by Spanish gold,as yer fellew- 
ing statement: 3 

Issue of paper money (legal tender). 
The Spanish Bank of the Island of Cuba Will issue 
$12,000,000 ef paper money,as. a loan te ¢ Goverment, which 


mitted fer its face wire ie 


the custom house excepted. . : 

The Govermnent will deposit with the Bank $2.000.000,in 
gold,and $1.000,000,in silver. 

The $3.000. 000, plus the Bank's own cash will allew the 
issue te be covered by the privilege which the latter enjoys 
of issuing tantamount of funds in cash,and 2/Sas .abeve. 

The Goverment will pay the Bank a monthly interest 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


of > be@ides,the Bank will retain part of the contribu- 
tions or taxes,which it is in charge ef collecting,for the pur- 
pose ef applyimg same as a security fer the operation,and with 
the view of gradually imcreasing the guarantee of the issue. 

In no case whatever will the Goverment be a@llewed te dis- 
pose ef the $3 .000.000 in deposit, nor te cause the Bank to 
issue further than agreed upon. 


Since then,an order has been issued directing that these 
gold bearing notes should be changed inte notes redeemable in 
silver, with,it is said,only $1.000.000 of silver behind every 
$5.000.000 of notes,the original collateral for the gold notes 
having been used fer other purposes; indeed,it is new claimed 
that this redemption fund in silver may have alse been absorbed, 
and that §$20.000.000 paper money is new floating with nothing but 
the Spanish Bank*s (Bance Espafol)"promise te pay" behind it. 

The system pursued here by these who can control Spanish 
gold is te have said gold exchanged for silver at the rate ef 80 


cents in gold for one dollar in silver,then exchange the silver 
into bank bills and thus get for every 44 cents in gold $1 in 
bank bills,or in other words the Spanish gold,by this precess,is 
made to yield 70 per cent, when couverted inte the currency which 
can be used for your daily and monthly expenses. These notes are 
naturally decreasing more ani more in value,the result ef which, 
cannet now be feretold. 

It is reperted to-day that the Spanish Goverment itself has 
been the first te break the ceomtract by refusing to redeem the 
paper money inte silver ami by directing that after the 15th of 
this month (it is rugmored ) paper money will no longer be re- 


ceived for governmental taxes. The custom house dues are paid in 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


gold. Lately, 5% was added te the import duties here,anmi this 
additional of would be paid in paper money,to be kept out of 
circulatien for the purpose of diminishing the $20.000.000 
issued. It is pessible that eme million ef the 20 million 
issue in this way has been cancelled by finding ite way back to 
the Goverment, though this is by no means certain. 

In the last war nereyitved 1868 to 1878, the paper money 


then issued was redcemed,at the close ef the war, at 45 cents 
on the dollar, and,! am told, that at time a stove was erected 


in the Spanish bank te, burn these notes as fast as redeemed, but 
I am also tela” by most reliable bankers here that very many ef 
these notes, suppesed te be cancelled and burmed,passed again 
inte circulation, This system of burning was for that er 
other reasons shankéted. : 

Silver is imported here from Spain,while the bankers here 
are exporting te Spain large quaatities ef the same metal. For 
instance, the mecencepasilas in Jamary,1897, ~~-=§2.855.178 

3 February do. ----"2,284.000 
March do. ~-~-"2,013,600 
‘weril do. ----"1.874.017 

The relative value of silver te gold en this Island -) at 
depenis upon the Spanish exchange at Madrid,as that becomes 
higher the relative vaue of silver here becomes lower. The 
wage earners er bread winners, as they are sometimes called in 
the United States,suffer ef course principally from the depre- 


ciated silver and paper,While those financially better off are 
enabled te possess the gpld,and with it,as I have described, 
purchase the depreciated money,Which in turn is paid te the 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15th,1697. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Release Ami expulsion ef Mr. JOSEPH L.CEPERO. 


l Enclosure. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 13th,1897, 


Henorable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 


Washi ngton,D.C. 


With reference to my despatch Ne.421,ef the Srd April last 
and the Department's telegraphic instruction, respecting the 


case ef JOSEPH L.CEPERO,E have now the homer te report that 


he was released by the Acting Geverner General ami placed at 


my dispesation under date ef the 6th instant,fer the purpese I | 


of being sent away frem the Island,and that after the delay re- 


quired by hygienic regulations for his vaccination, etc,he 


 gatled this morning fer Flerida,where.he has relatives. 


I am, Sir,your or aient rvar 


1 Baclesure? : 
* Marquis ef Ahumada te Mr Lee, Maly 8. 


Enclosure No.l. 

With Despatch No. 4 7 6. _ 

HABANA, May 12th,1897. 

Translation. 

General Government of The Island of Cuba, 
Habana, May 4th,1897. 

To the Consul General of the United States of America, 
HABANA, 


Under this date,I have ordered that the American citizen 
JOSE LORETO CEPFRO y HERNANDEZ, to whom you refer in your po- 
lite communication of yesterday, be expelled from this island, 
and préhibited from returning to Spanish territory unless 
specially authorized thereto; and for that purpose the necessary _ 
orders have been Assued for him be be released and placed at 
your disposition, and the Regional Governor also advised to fix 
the day upon which you may together azres,for this person to 


aid 
leave the 


Which I have the honor to communicate for your information. —— 


God guard you many years. 


(Signed) Marquis de AHUMADA, 


No. 4 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
> REC'D. “C 


MAY 18 1897 HABANA, May 13th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


In reference to instruction No.35l,ef the Sth May,relative 


Nate 


te Mr. WILLIAM H.CALHOUN. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 13th,1897. 


Honorable JOHN SHERMAN, 


Secretary of State, 
| Washi ngton. 

Sir: | 

I have the hener te acknowledge the receipt ef your ins- 
truction Ne.331,ef the Sth instant,handed te me by Mr.WILLIAM 
J.-CALHOUN, in person,informing ne that he had been chosen by the 
President te act as counsel in the investigation imte the cir- 
cumstances ef the death ef the American citiZen Dr.RUIZ,in 
prison in @uanabacea, which the United States Geverment will 
cenduct conjointly with that ef Spain. 

I am instructed te consult freely with Mr.Calhoun on all 
matters of public interest ami te act conjointly with him in 
the preposed investigatien. 


The cablegram of the Department ef March 6th,te which your 
instruction referé,reads: x xxx Yeu may accept offer ef 


"Spanish Gevermnent fer a full imvestigatien to which you 
"may be party amd submit proofa. x x x 
Whilst the Department's pablegram of March 9th,reads? xx 
"You are no} expected to be party te repert in RUIZ's case. 
"Spanish Goyermnent invites your atteniance as guarantee 
"open un-influenced investigation. x x x 
I understand new theugh, ‘that I am to act cenjointly with 
ia representative ef the Spanish Governmnent,ag a Commission, with 
Mr.Vishback as gecretary te thé Commienion,in the proposed in- 
vestigation upomas different ami independent lime than that 
proposed by the Gourt ef First Instance ef Guanabacea, to which 
I had already answéred declining te be a party unless specially 
instructed by my Geverment,as reported in my despatch No.388 é 
of March 11th. | | 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


1) — mm ee ee ee ee ee ee me me we we ee ee ee ee ee — meee wee ee eae eel 


I have the hener te report that M.Calheun has duly 
reached this city and that the Cemmission will preceed te con- 


sider the subject fer which it was ereated as soon as the 
Spanish representative arrives and is ready te act. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 13th,1897. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, ¢ i 13th,1897. 


Honorable William W.Reckhill, 
Assistant Secretary of he 
Washington, 1.0. 

Sir: 3 

With reference to my despatch ef yesterday Rerareenive 
te the ease ef the American citizen Mr.JOSE TDUMAS, uglier ar= 
rest in the jail ef this city,I beg te enclese herew th a copy~ 
translation ef a communicatign frem the General second is Y 
command and in charge, inforging me that the seid case > sa beén 
referred te the civil jurgadiction in conformity with the 
Treaty of 1795 and Protgped ef 1877. | 


I am, Sir, yourmeb 


l Enclesure: 


Marquis Ahvmada te Mr.Lee,May 11. 


Enclosure No.l. 
With pespatéh Mo. 478. 
HABANA, May 18th,1007. 


me ee em me me ee eee ee ee 


COPY-TRANSLATION, 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


In continuation of my communication oF yesterday's date 
relative te the American citiszen JOSE DUMAS CHANDRAUR, 3 have 
the homr te infarm you that His Exeeliency ‘the Captain Sener~ 
al communitates to me to-day that nailer this date the grecasd~ 
bigs: inmstitute@<cagainst the said person for aiding the redellics 
have been transferred to the civil jurisdiction, aui as soon as 
the testimonies in connection with tie Said case are obtained 
they will be forwarded te the prope? Céurt. 

Ged guard you many years. nébyrin, May 11,1697, 
(Sgd) P.A. Bm Maruqes @¢ Aninenda, 
Golwral secs in telmenl and iW dhdvge. 


To the Cofiexl General of the Dribea Mhakbe, 
Habana. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


- 


a a 


ets Ne 


Answering Department's instruction Ne.316 ef Aprii 12th, 


1897, relative te the reperted intention ef the Spanish Goverr- 


i 
; 
) 


ment te sell certain property in Habama belonging to the Home 


Missien Beard at Atlanta. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, Mey 13th, 1807. 


Henorable William W.Reckhill, 
Aseistant Secretary of gtate, 
Washington,D.Cc. 


With reference to the Department's instruction No.316,0f 
the 12th ultimo, respecting a télegram received from the Se- 
cretary of the Home Mission Beart at Atlanta, relative te the re 
~perted intention of the Spaniah Goverment te sell certain tei 
perty in Habana belonging«te the Board,I have te say that I am 
informed by Dr. EDWARD BELOT,whe is the superintendent in this 
city ef the Board’s interests, that: there! 1s n0: truth ini ther re- 
‘pert,ani he has sq infortted the Secretary ef the Board,Mr. 
Tichenor. It is a fact, heweévergthat the property was pur- 
chased in the same ef a7 rll, Wie has given a mortgage on the 
same to the Board,bat Str Quhet Wied net know whether the mort- 
gage is recorded here oF wt. Gapsequently, the property still 
appears te be in the name of Me.DEAE antl subject to any process 
of law agai ust niet. 
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No. 480 


| U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
Ponce 


MAY 8 1897 HABANA, May 15.1897. 


Mr .Lee 


Department of State. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


May 15.1897. 


HABANA, 
Henorable William R.Day, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 


With reference to my despatches Nos.447 and 448,o0f£ April 


23rd.ami 24th,and 470,of May 1lth, relative te the arrest and 
imprisonment ef RAFAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ,I have the hener te 

| i ‘a i 
transmit cepies ef a communisation frem the Acting Governor z 
General,and ef my reply therete,reiterating my demand for the 


Go be Sceaalel y, 
said RAFAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ e rights te which he is by 


treaty entitled. 


I am,Sir, 


tite © 


Your obedisnt servant;— 
aoe a ral. 


Enclosures t= 


1. Acting Governor General to Mr.Lee,May 13.1897. 


2. Mr.Lee to the Acting Governor General,May 14.1897. 


Enclosure No, / — 
With Despatch No, Ug a — 
HABANA, May 4S - 897. 


Cn ee te ee) 


COPY-TRANSLATION. 
ARMY OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, STAFF, SECTION 5th. 


The Auditor of Brigade , acting as prosecutor of this Cap- 
taincy General,has issued the following opinion: 

"Excellency: In view of the question as to competency 
of this summary process instituted against the civilian 
RAFAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ For rebellion;and of ths communication 
addressed to Your pxcellency by the Consul general of the 
United states of Americanin this city asking for said person 
the application of the Protocol of the 12th January,1877, the 
undersigned has to say:that the circumstance of having been 
captured, with arms and horse,the above mentioned civilian, in : 
the engagement held with the enemy at Loma Bonita,having been 
proved in due legal form ‘and upon his own admission, therefore, 
the precepts invoked. in his favor by the Consulate General of 
the United gtates are not applicable,neither is the American 
citizenship (wubiect) of the said prisoner justified; it be= 
coming, therefore,that this jurisdiction (war) should continue 
the cognizance: of this case in accordance with the aforesaid 
Protocol and number 3 of article 9 of the Code of Military 
Justice, because there is no reason to propose to Your Excellen= © SS 
cy the inhibition in favor of the ordinary jurisdiction, be-= 
cause of the circumstance alluded to of having been captured 
with arms in handi+ If Y.E.agrees with this opinion it will 
be inserted in the communication whith will be addressed to 


the Consulate referred to in answer to its communication.", 


And being in conformity with the foregoing opinion of the 


Auditor General I transmit it to you for your knowledge and 
in answer to your communication of the 23rd april la&t, stating y 
also that in accordance with the said Auditor I have decided 


i a ae 


that the summary process be contimed through the ordinary 


procedure in order that it may go on in accordance with the 
protocol of the 12th.Jamuary,16877. 
God guard you many years. Habana,15th May, 1697. 
Ps As 
(Sgd) El Marques de Ahumada, 
The General 2nd.in command and 


in charge. 


To the Consul General of the United States,Habana. 


Enclosure No.2, 
With Despatch No,.480, 
HABANA ,May 15th,1897. 


Translation. 
U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL, 
HABANA,May 14,1897, 
To His Excellency 
the General 2nd in Command and in charge. 
Excellency: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Y.E.'s 
polite communication of the 13th instant,relative to the case 
of the American citizen RAFAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ, accompanying thse 
report of the Auditor of Brigade,in which he states,that on 
examination of the que st ion of competencp in said case he finds 
that the precepts invoked in his favor by this Consulate 
General for the application of the Protocol of the 12th 
January,1877,are not applicable,nor is the American citizen- 
Ship of said prisoner justified,and consequently there are no 
grounds to ask for the inhibition in favor of civil jurisdic- 
tion on account of the circumstance that the prisoner had been 
captured with arms in hand; and that Y,E.had been pleased to 
order the continuation of the summary process by the ordinary 
procedure,in accordance with the protocol of the 12th January, 
1877, 

With reference to mi said communication of the 25rd 
April Y.E. will perceive that Mr Fernandez Diag as therein 
clearly stated to be a naturalized citizen of the United 
States,duly registered as such in. this Consulate General, and 
at Matahzas,and that I therefore asked for him the rights to 


which he is entitled by the Treaty of 1795 and the protocol of 


January 12th,1877,the 3rd act of which,reads as follows: 


"Those who may be taken with arms in hand,and who are 


"therefore comprelended in the exception of the first 


"article, shai be tried by ordinary eounei of war, in 
"conformity with ‘the seéond article of the herein before- 
"mentioned law; but even in this case the accused shall 


"enjoy for their defense the guarantees embodied in the 
"sforesaid law of April 17,1621, 


As the Auditor in making the report to your Excellency has | 
evidently misunderstood the purport of my communication re- 
ferred to I therefore reiterate the substance of my communica-- = 
tion asking for said pernandez Diaz the rights to which he 18 z 
by treaty entitled, 


I am,etc, etc, 


(Sgd) Pitzhugh Lee, 
Consul General, 


PREPARES Fe BOW HY 


May 15.1697. 


Department ef State. 


ane gram ae am an ao eo eat Jan coer oe a a 0s te dh ow 
' 
Respecting payment ef extraerdinary taxes by American 
planters. 


w------- = 0e=-------- 


One enclosure. 


SAE NS I RASA See 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15.1897. 


Heaérable William R.Day; 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washi ngton. 


Sir: - 


With reference te my despatch No.397,0f the 15th.ef 


March last,I new have the hener te accompany translation of 


& communication frem the Acting Governor General,of the 11th. 


ws 


instant,respecting the payment of extracrdinary taxes required 


ef American planters on this Island. 


Enclesure:- 


Acting Governer General te Mr.Lee,May 11.1897. 


Enclosure No.l. 


With Despatch No.48l.,. 


Habana May 15.1897. 


copy translation. 


General Government of the Island of Cuba, 
Habana,May 11.1897, 


To the Consul General of the United States of America, 
HABANA, : 
Sirt= —. 
As « continuation to my Official communication of the 
ibth wareh inbby it Akdwer to yours of the 19th, or the seme 
month, PeLative té the Statement that the authePeties of Sagua 
la Grane Skketéd the payment of certain taxed from a number 
of plantebs,Andrisan Uititdnd 1. HAVE thd KonoF to tnrorm you 
thet acconiittg té the rapéet from thd Civili covermr or santa 
Clara, the only Anérican ¢itizen from whom had been collected 
ary extPaoraindry tak for works of defence ank the Guerrilla 
torees ib Mr. Antonie Pelletier, who spettanaqusly presented = —_ 
himselt to pay 1%) and the Yutendency General of Finance com- 
tuntcates to mo that there i¢ pending im the affite of the a 
Colonial Mi nietry the degision upen the conneaniotexeay tions, ss = 
either partial of total, in the territorial taxe® to be nade 
to those Inmiowners whe may have suffered damages in conse- 
quence of the present insurrection, @ favor which, if granted, 
must be made extennive Also to national taxpayers as well as to. 
foreigners ,as the latter,inx wespect te the payment of taxes, 
are put on an equality with the former, in accordance with Art: 
33,0f the Law relative to foreigners. 
God guard you many years. 
P. A. 
(9g8) Gi, Marques de Ahumada. 
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civeulars. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15.1697. 


Henorable William R.Day, 
4Ssistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, 
Sirit- 
I have the homer te acknowledge the receipt of the 


Department's instructions Mes.515 of April 10th.to 333 of May 


8th .1697. 


———- 


Algo of the DepaPtment's ciftulars: of April 8th.,advis- 


. 


ing appaintment of Mr:Thomas W,Cridier to be Third Assistant 
Secretary of State, and April 10th,,to report changes in port 


charges on vess@ls. 
i amn,Sir, 


Your obedie 


re EL eeeeenl te meg Bi Piger «abe nigra: * ae ye BELT AILTE LPI Preew tt wer aes Tet Mt a- * 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


May 15.1697. 


Department of State. 


Respecting expertatien ef téebacce of 


— oe a «= on oe ee ) — = 


Two enclosures. 


. 


——— 


tuheladncetmietades  bebebehenebenahek stat 


Mr .Brune Diaz. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15.1897. 


Henerable William R. Day, 

Assistant Secretary ef State, 

Washington. 
Sir:- 

With reference to the Department's telegram ef the 15th. 
April last,transmitting cablegram from eur Minister at Madrid 
to the effect that the Governor General of Cuba has been or- 
cure to allew exportation of tehacte of Mr.Bruno Diaz, proevid- 


ing he can prowe facts alleged before Censul,- I have the 


honor te transmit g¢opies ef torrespomience between the wie 


Governor General and this office bearing en the said subject. 


i am,Sir, 


Your obedient gorve nt » 4m Pst 
a i- 
Aiba Gabe 
bed t ‘& : 


hepal. 


Enclosures: - 
1. The Acting Governor General to Mr.Lee,May 11.1897. 


2. Mr.Lee to the Acting Governor General,May 14.1897. 


Enclosure Ne, 4 - 


With Despatch No. LE3 _ 


HABANA, May APP a9", 


COPY-TRANSLATION, 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


The Intendant General ef Finance in a communication of the 

Sth instant informs me as follows: | 

"Excellency: I have the honer te inform Y.E.that the 
Unien ef Cigar Mamufacturers of this city has addressed me a 
conmaniéation dated the SOth oftiast April enclesing a state- 
ment of the mumber of bales possessed by D.Brune Diaz,and 
which he asked permission to export after the publication of 
Y.E.*s decree ef the 16th May ,1896. - Subsequently,the said 
Union, under yesterday's date,exhibits netarial documents for 
the purpose of justifying that at present Mr .Diaz if purchasi ng 
‘tise se as to compensate for the stock which he said he had. 
As the matter refers to an American citizen,whoese interests 
have been defended by the Goverment of his Natien,I have deeméd& " 
it comvenient te report te Y.E.in erder that should you censi- : 
der it proper,and as a proof of the courtesy and sincerity of 
the Spanish Government, you may transmit the above te the 
Censul géneral of the United states,requesting him at the same 
time to inform you if he knows that in fact the said Diaz has 
sold all his steck ef tobacco and whether he is new purch asizg 
te-bacce te replace the formr", 3 


I transmit te you the above with the request that you may 


be pleased to inform me in the sense referred te. by the 


Intendant of Finance. be Seal 
God guard you many years. Habana,ll1 May,1897. 


*. : P.A. 
(Sga) El Marques de Ahumada. 


To the Consul General of the United States, 


Habana, 


Enclosure No. Zr 
With Despatch gh U’SF ZF s 
Habana, May7S 3 geht Se Be 


Copy~transiation. 


Consulate General of the United States, 
Habana,May 14.1897. 


To His Excellency, 

The Acting Governor General. 
Excellency: - 

I have.the honor te acknowledge the receipt of Y.E's&. 
polite communication dated the llth.instant, transmitting a 
letter addressed to the Consulate Gemeral by H.E.the Intemiant 
General of Finance, requesting that this Consulate Général be 
asked to state if it has any keewledke that the American cit- 
izen,Mr.Bruno Diaz has sold all the steck of tebacco he had 
acquired, and if he was making new purchases to replace it? 


In reply,I have to inform Y.E. that as the business affaigs | 


of Mr.Bruno Diaz are exclusively his own,I de not know what 
disposition he may have made of the stock of tobacco he had 
in September last and whieh was then the object of a recla- 
matiom Presented by thie da wou bitte General in his mame,nor 
do I know that he has been maki ng more purchases to replace 
said steck. 

I have deemed it proper to send a copy ef your communi- 
cation to Mr.Diaz for his knowledge and guidance. oe 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(sgd) Fitzhugh Lee. 


Consul General. 


YE Y 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


k REOD. nN HABANA, May 15.1697. 


MAY 20 1997 
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Mr .Lee » 


te the 
Department ef State. 
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Cenfirming telegrams. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15.1897. 


Honorable William R. Day, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir:- 


I have the hener te acknowledge the receipt of the 


Department's cypher telegrams,as follows:- 
Washington,May 13.1897. 
Lee, Co nsul General, Habana. 
It is the purpose of this Goverment to hiicieey American 
citizens starving or destitute in Cuba. Can needed sup- 
plies be purchased in Cuba. Report best means of 
distribution. , (sgd) Sherman. 
| Washingten,May 13.1897. 
Lee,Cotmul General,Habana. 
Repert at ence condition of American residents as to 
feod and means of subsistence in Cuba,whether any 
measures are being taken for their relief. What measure 
could practically be taken by this Government? 
(sed) Day, Assistant Secretary. 
7 Washingten,May 14.1897. 
Lee,Congul General, Habana. 
Hernshei& Brethers, through agents Neuhaus Neumann and Co., 
have fileddadditiemal evidence im their tebacce case. - 
Originals fordarlegyse Madrid. Expedite action at Habana 
if necessary. | (sed) Cridler. : 


1 
Ii:have alse to confirm the transmission of the following 


telegrams: - 


ee vee 


a | 
wees we 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Habana,May 1.1897. 


Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 
Cepero released. (sgd) Lee 


Habana,May 13.1897. 
Secretary ef state, Mechinetes. 
Possibly six er eight hundred Americans,no means ef sup- 
port. See recent reports Censuls. Know ne practical 
measure except semi food toe Matanzas as central to most 


mumerous sufferers. (sgd) Lee. 


Habana,May 13.1897. 
Secretary of State, Washingten. 
Everything scarce here and enermously high owing te import 
duties. Cheaper purchase in New York, transport probably 
free Ward Line, and secure if possible before remission 
custom duties. Consuls could arrange distribution their 
vicinity and previde special assistants places more dis- 
tant. Ward Line runs Santiage de CubasCienfuegos ; Matanzas 
Cardenas and Sagua could be supplied by steamer from 
Bere. (sgd) Lee. 


Secretary of State, Washington. 
Habana,May 14.1697. 


American citizens driven inte towns whose properties have 
been destroyed,can get no work here,have no food no money, 
To feed them is costly,must be contimual. Suggest con- 
sideration their transportation Goverment expense to 


parts United States.where can possibly get work and food. 
(sgd) fee. 
Habana, May 15.1897. 

Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


Howard H.Doughty, American insurgent ranks killed Rio 
Hondo Pinar del Rie prevince. Letter found on him ad- 
dressed Howard D.Cex,Glenville,Cuyahoga Co.Ohie. 

(sgd) Lee. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedis aa 
STE, CH le 
sted nsu flee 


PPIAELEGRAM RECEIVED. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 18.1897. 


|X 


Department of State. 


sr cieaailiisiaaball SEED OR Ee 


Death of the American citizen,Charles Mamel Aguirre. 


Th EAE NE (RR RR 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 18.1897. 


Henorable William R. Day, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 
I have te repert to the Department,that I am informed by 
eur Censular Agent at Sancti Spiritus,that CHARLES MANUEL 
AGUIRRE, an American citizen who has for some time been in the 


oe 


“insurgent ranks,was recently killed in battle. No date is 
given. 
I am,Sir, 


Ponies OS ip od 
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Department of State. 
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Respecting the remission of taxes on the "San Joaquin" estate, 


en account of destruction by the Insurgents. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 15 :1697 . 


Henerable Williem R. Day, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washi ngton. 

Sir:- 

With reference te the Department's instruction a 
-the lst.instant, with cepy of a letter from Messrs .BRITTOR and 
GRAY, relative te their desire to obtain from the preper effri-~- 
‘cial in Cuba a certificate to the dean that taxes on the © 


"San Joaquin" plantation had been remitted by the Goverment 


on account of the destruction by the insurgents of the in- 


provements on said plantatian,-- I have new the honor te in- 

form the Department thet having made inquiries upon the sub- 

Ject,I learn that the "San Joaquin" is literally destroyed 
and abandoned. 

The Western National Bank may have a mortgage upen it, but 
there are claims that have priority according te law,such as 
the sums due to the manager or factor, ("refaccionista") who 
has furnished all the supplies necessary fer carrying on the 


operations ef the plantation,and if unpaid the amount can be 


added yearly to his claim. I am further told that the estate 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA 


sednwqeasnwseswe ee eee ee ee ee ee 


nenauis practically te a Sefior CASTILLO, whe was the “refac- 
cienista". 

With respect to the remission ef taxes,a resent comuni- 
catien from the Acting Governor General te this effice, (see 


enclosure with Ne.481) states that as informed by the Inten- 


dency General of Finance, there is penting in the office of the 


Colonial Ministry a decision upon the centession of exemptions, 
either partial-er tetal,in the territorial taxes te be made te 


these land-owners who have suffered damages on the present 


y al 


insurrection. 
Therefore a certificate as desired reépecting the "San 


Joaquin" plantation gohan mot yet be obtaimed. 


I am, Sir, 
| mo LZ rs 
Your ones on y y 


Ws , K Mi 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


May 18 ¥1897 * 


Department ef State. 


ow ewan om ow ow che gm om coe (ce ce a or ee ee 


Relative to an article published in the New Yerk "Herald",of 
May 12th.,making referehee to a confidential report made by 


me to the Hen: Secretary of State. 


Two Enclosues. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 18.1897. 
Henorable William R. Day, 


Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washington. 
Ssir:- 

I sent recently te the Department of State a confidential 
report addressed te the Honerable Secretary ef State. In the 
New York “"Herald*®,of Wednesday , Yay 1Zth,I see a reference made 
to that report in the Washington letter of May llth. This 
letter is headed in large type, “LEE declares the revolution 
oni succeed,and that the Spanish will be driven from the is- 
land". It also stated that in said report I made a savage 
attack upon General Wey ler. 

I em your attention to the matter; first,because the 
report in question does not contain these statements as pub- 
lished: second,the writer from other wrnvelianke given,has evi- 
dently had communication with some one in the Department of 
State, notwithstanding that my report was marked Confi 
and third,because such accounts are reproduced here and have 


the effect te diminish my official usefulness. 


I took occasion to notify the Acting Geverner General, -- 


. 
\ 


General Weyler being in the field,-- that an official 


report = 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
site oad a ES HERETO ae 
was no place te make an attack upon General Weyler or anyone 
else,and in the second place,I considered it a reflection upen 
my military knowledge te be made te say that as matters exist- 


ed now,it was possible for the insurgents te expel the Spanish 


treops from the island. I took a position from the first, 


that could not be done, nor could the Spanish troops suppress 


the insurrection in the near future. I have never changed 
my views on the subject,as the report in question will show. 
I enclose copies of the corresponience referred to . 


I am,Sir, 


Your ebedie 


Euclosures: ~ 


1. Mr.Lee te the Acting Gevernor General,May 15.1897. 
2. The Acting Gevernor General to Mr.Lee,May 15.1697. 


Enclosure No, J “ 


With Despatch No. 4-5 ) 
HABANA, May 18th,1697. 
“Copy, ey ey 
U,S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA,May 15th, 1897. 


To wis excellency the General 2nd in Command and in charge. 
Excellency: 

My attention has been called to an article published in 
the "New York Herald" on Wednesday,the 12th May,in which it is 
stated that I made a savage attack on general Weyler,and had 
also expressed the conviction that the insurgents would be 
successful in driving the Spaniards from this Island, 
: It is hardly neccessary to say to you that such state- 
ment is incorrect. I never had any occasion. to attack general. 
Weyler in official reports ornotherwise,and I hope I have suf- 
ficient military sense to. know that in the present condition 
of affairs it is not possible for the insurgents to expel the 
Spanish troops from this Island, 

I am, Sir, etc, etc, 
(Sed) Fitzhugh Lee, 
Consul general. 


Enclesure Ne. “a 
With Despatch Ne. oF 7 
HABANA, May 18th,1897. 


TRANSLATION, 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA, 


Net being acquainted with the matter you refer te in 


your nete ef this date,I cenfine myself te express te you 
my thanks for your explanations,which I will repert te His 
Exeellency the Geverner and Captain General Weyler; reiterating 
te yeu the assurances of my most distinguished cohsideratien. 
Ged guard you many years. Habana 15th May , 1897. 
(Sgd).El Marques de Ahumada. 


fo the Cemsul General ef the United States,Habana. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 16th,1697. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


ae 


wm ee te eH Qn ee ee ~~ oo —_ 


Relative te Mr.MIGUEL VIGNDI,whe defended the American 


citizen Mr.JULIO SANGUILY. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 18th,1897. 


Henerable Assistant Secretary ef State, 


Washingtern ,D.C. 
Sir: 

I beg te call your attention te the case ef Mr . MIGUEL | 
VIONDI, which appeals strongly to this Censulate, netwithstanding 
the fact that Mr.VIONDI is not an American citizen,because he 
has been te a great extent the legal adviser and translater ef 
the Spanish law te my predecesser,Mr.Willians, It is prebable 
that if his case was brought te the attentien ef the Spanish 
Minister at Washimetom he: would-be able te recommend a favora~ 

* ble disposition of Mr.VIONDI's case. 

VIONDI was imprisened on the 17th July,1896,and kept 
"incomunicade" fer 20 days. HNé@ was the lawyer who defended ~ 
with singular ability and ceurage the American citizen Julie 
Sanguily in his trial. It is suppesed that this act ef his has 
been construed te mean “aiding the rebellion",ef which char ge 
he is accused. I am informed that two enemies of his ,named 
Cafiedo and Maruri, have stated that in their belief he is a ée- 
venettet. but they have declined te take eath te that effect, .: x 
while the fellewing well known Spanish subjects have made state — 
ments in his defense: Don Antenie A.Ecay,Marquis de la Real 


Preoclamacien, Count de la Reunion,Marquis de la Real Campifia, 


Marquis de Prado Ame no ,H .Barrie,lawyer, Jese Maria Galvez,>re- 
sident ef the Home Rule Party,Rafael Mentore, Jose Cueto (the 
three latter gentlemen being members of the National Junta 

ef Defense) Carles Saladrigas,Previncial Deputy,Rafael Fernan- 
dez de Castre,Deputy,anmd Jose Bruzen ,member of the Council 


of Administratien ef this Island. 


Ze 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


eR ee OE ee ee ee ee eT ee ee a eee ee ee 
e ( Mr.VIONDI is a gentleman ef the highest character, great 
ability,well versed in Spanish law,and se far as I have been 


able te ascertain,has never mixed in any way with the present 


insurrection. 


When one is asked here why VIONDI was arrested,the reply 


cemes from beth Cubans and Spaniards,that they knew nething 
against him,except that he was Sanguily's lawyer. 
I am induced te take this interest in VIONDI's case be- 
eause,as I say,he @efemAeg an iAmerican citizen and was the 
legal adviser on Spanish law ef this Censulate General. 


I am,Sir,your obedient - ervent, 


te 


“YY ae 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


May 19.1897. 


Department of State. 


we enn nn — Qa ee ee 


Commissien ef Inquiry on the Ruiz’ case. 


sian snipes asec hii oo il cia 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 19.1897. 


Honorable William R. Day, 


Assistant Secretary ef Sta:e, 
Washington. 
Sir:- 
With reference te my despatch No.477 of the 13th.instant, 
I have new the honer te report that the representative ef the 
Spanish Gevermment,Dr.Jesé Cengoste,the Consul ef Spain at 
Philadelphia,arrived here on the 15th.instant. Mr.Geerge W. 


Fishback,appointed Secretary te the Commission,also arrived 


the same day. , 

It was heped that the Commission ef Inquiry could pre- 
ceed with the work assigned it teday,but beth Mr.Calhoun and 
I found it necessary te object to the counsel selected by or 
assigned te Dr.Cengeste. The gentleman se chesen is an officer 
appointed by the Crewn as "fiscal de S.M.",er public presecuter 
and is the same person who presecuted the cases eof SANGUILY,S0- 
MEILLAN and ethers. We offered ne ebjectier to Mr.VIDAL's 


— 


: or om Ahn . "pets : 
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persenal character but te hit effieial pesitien. I heard this 
efficer confess at the trial ef SOMEILLAN,that while there 
might met be evidence sufficiemt te convict the prisoner, yet és 
the mere fact that he had changed his nationality was evidence 
ef his disleyalty,and that the glery ef Spain demanded his 
conviction. 


The great difficulty that Mr.Calhoun and myself are going 
to experience in the aiid investigation will result from 
the timidity ef most ef the witnesses,and the mere fact of the 
presence ef Mr.Vidal will greatly increase, that difficulty. 


We are now waiting for Dr.Cengesto's response on this 


subject. : ay Pe ee 


wwe seg teen I OS RE ee FTO 


U. Ss. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


A, 
anne May 19th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


ae C= 


Relative to HOWARD H.DOUGHTY,an American citizen,who was 


killed by machetes after having been captured by the Spanish 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 19th,1697. 
Honorable William W .Rockhill, 
Assistant Secretary of Secretary, 


Referring to my telegram of the 15th instant reporting 
that HOWARD H.DOUGHTY,an American citizen,was killed,and that 
among his effects was a letter addressed to Howard £.Cox,Glen- 


ville,Cuyahoga County,Ohio,I write to say that further in- 


formation states that he was killed by machetes after being 


taken prisoner by Spanish troops. A person named Cesar 


Saba, lieutenant in the insurgent ranks,found him dead in the 


{ 


Spanish camp,after it had been vacated by the Spaniards, end 


buried him. 


I am,Sir,your. obedient s SS i, a ne 
VA 
Af, ae (ROAALS 


seneral. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 19,1697. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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Acknowledging receipt 6f telegram. 


—-- er ee HB 


No. 491 . 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 19th,1697. 


Renorable William W.Meekhi11, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washington, D.0. 
Sir? 

I have the homer te acknowledge the receipt ef the De- 
pertapat’s omblegram reading? S 
"Washington, May 18,1497. 

"Americas Consul, 
Webana. 
"In instruction Be;$51 substitute March eleven Sor 

"March BSixth,date ef cable instruction. Fishback, Calheyn's 

"Secretaryywill asetet you.  {Sgi) Gridler*. 

Aud in reply F beg te State that desired qubdat yutien 
hab déph walle ef March Ith instead of March Sthoas 1t Bppews 
om sash iudtructien. 


I an, Sir, ye mw @begient sergex 
a Mh | 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 19,1897, 


to the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


— 


Case of RAFAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ,a prisoner of war at 


Sagua la Grande. 


wenn nnn Qr- === = 


1 Enclosure . 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 19th,1897. 


Hondrable William W.Reckhill, 


Assistant Becretary of State, 


Washington,D.C. 
Sirt 
With referetice to my despatches numbers 446,0f April 24th, 


and 470,0f May 12th,relative to the case of RAFAEL FERNANDEZ 


DIAZ,I have the honor to tranamit a copy translation of a com- / 


> 


munication from the Acting Captain General,to the effect that 


the said DIAZ will be tried by the ordinary military jurisdic- 


tion in nocordance With the Treaty and Protocol, 


I am,S8ir,your ¢ 


1 Enclosure: 


General Ahumada to Mr.Lee,May 16, 
' 


Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch Ne. “72 
HABANA, May 19th,1897. 


Translation. 


ARMY OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. CAPTAINCY GENERAL. ‘STAFF. 
SECTION 5th. 


Your comminicatien ef the 14th instant,in which, after re- 
ceiving mine ef the 13th of same,you again ask for the prisoner 
of war RAPAEL FERNANDEZ DIAZ the rights ef the Treaty of 1795 
between Spain and the United States and of the Pretecol of the 
12th ef Jewuaiy, 1677: eb a citizen of said Nation,has been re= | 
ceived. In answer I have»te say that the opinion of my Auditer 
of Brigade, acting as prosecuter,refers te the precedure ef com- 
_petency for the purpose of determining whether the party con 
cerned is a citizen ef the United States,and if so,whether the 
war jurisdictien is or net the competent ome te try him. In 
the said epinieon it is expressed that it has been duly proved, 
and by his ewn admission, that FERNANDEZ DIAZ was captured with 
arms in hand,and,therefere,it pertains te this jurisdiction 
(war) te contime the cegnizance of the crime of military 
rebellion which it is new prosecuting,in accerdance with the 
Treaty and Protocel aferesaid,even if the accused is an Aneri- 


can citizen,which cenditien is net duly justified,considering — <2 


that since September 1885 until August 1895 he has held civil 
office paid by the Goverment, as a clerk of the Previncial Ins- 
titute of Matanzas, | 

Anticipating myself te said justification,and upen ex- 4 
pressing under date of the 15th instant my conformity with the = 
above. moniiensi opinion, abd in accordance,alse,with myst cf af° : 
Auditer general that the war jurisdiction is the competent one, 
I resolved at the same time that the summary preceedings insti- 
tuted against him should be ef the nature of an erdinary pro- 


2s 

cedure in its preliminary peried (periede de sumarie); and if, 
@banwhile,the American citizenship ef the accused is proved, 
then, upen the case passing from its prekiminary stage 66 that 
of indictment (plenarice), the formalities ef the law ef the 17th 
April,1821,will be observed,and with its ebservance the previ- 
siens of the Treaty and Protocol referred te will be complied 
with,as I stated te you at the emi of my commnication of the 


13th.instant upon informing you of the result ef yeurs ef the 
23rd-ultime,. 


Ged guard you many years. Habana,18 May,1897. 
PA. (By absence) 
(Sga) Bl Marques de Ahumada, 
General 2nd in command and in charge. 


Te the Consul General ef the Uiiited Stated at Nabana. 


| Secretary of State. 
MAY 22 1897 
Tock RECEIVED. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, _ May 22.1897. 
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U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


; 


HABANA, May 22.1897. 


Heneorable Wiliam R. Day, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 


I have the honor te confirm the fellewing telegrams:- 


Habana May 15.1697. 
Assistant Secretary ef State, Washington. 


Serenades Govin, American citizen,arrested night 


twelfth instant. Charges unknown. Have asked for same 


and his rights under treaty. (sgd) Lee. 


Habana May 17.1897 
Assistant Secretary of State, Washington. 
American prisener José T.Dumas released. 


(sgd) Lee. 


Habana May 22.1897. 
Assistant Secretary ef State, Washington. 
American prisener Fernando Govin released. Will 
leave Island. (egd) Lee. 


I am,Sir, 


Your ob 


No. 494 


rare U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


MAY 25 1897 
HABANA, May 22.1897. 


Department ef State. 
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Confirming telegrams relative te destitutien. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 22.1897. 


Henerable William R. Day, 


Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washingten. 
‘Sir:- 


I have the henorv te acknowledge the receipt ef the 
fellewing telegram: - 


Washingten May 21.1897. 
Lee,Censul General, Habana. 


Draw for immediate purchase of supplies,feod and 
medicines fer relief ef American citizens; and transpor- 
tatien ef such without means as desire te come home, not 
exceeding ten thousand dollars,part of Which you may fur- 
nish Consuls in Cuba for same purpose in your discretion. 


(sgd) William R. DayjAssistant Secretary. 


I alse confirm the follewing telegram:- 


Habana May 22.1897. 
Assistaht Secretary State, Washington, 
Despatch received. Consuls Matanzas reports 257, 
Sagua 450 destitute Americans. Tetal 707. These are 
principal peints. Await replies from others. Whole mm- 
ber possibly 1200. Have telegraphed Consuls Matanzas and 
Sagua te come here for censultation as to best effective 
plan. : (sgd) Lee. 
Referring to your foregeingtelegram,!I beg here te say 
that the moneys placed at my disposition fer the relief er traaz 
sportation ef destitute American citisee wiht iy A aaleee 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. | 


meee meee ee eee eae eee ee eae ae er ee ees assesses ee srt ewe ee 


should be furnished these whe desire te return home. 


« 


This means the United States,I presume,as many ef these citi- 


zens have ne homes now in the United States. 


I am,Sir, ' - Cea ° 
Your - odedie 5 eee. oe : 
Oe 6 a 
poe cobs! derer bo 
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Mr . LEE 
to the 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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COMMISSION of INQUIRY into RUIZ*s case. 


U. S, CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 22nd,1897. 


Honorable Assistant Secretary of state, 


Washington,D.Cc, 
sir? 


In connection with my despatch No.489 ,of the 19th 


instant,I have the honor to report that the Commission of 
Inquiry into Ruiz's death,convened at Guanabacoa on Thursday 
the 20th instant ade an examination of the jail and its 
surroundings. I then requested copies of certain specified 
meer: Swans examinationgof the American prisoner 
Ricardo Ruiz. The Spanish representative replied that te 
would have to have time to consider the subject. The Commis- 
sion thereupon adjowmned and up to this date no response has 
been made to a request,which was clearly embraced within the 
joint agreement between the United States and Spain. No evi- 
dence was officially taken, As far as I can tell now,it will 
not be possible,on account of the reign of terror,which pre- 
viously existed at Guanabacoa,to draw testimony from Cuban 
sources, 


‘The late Dr.Ruiz was arrested and thrown into a celi,and 
there kept incomunicado 515 hours,or until he died,against my 


earnest protest to the acting Governor and Captain Generel 
calling attention to the fact that that period was limited by 
our treaty rights to 72 hours, Had the treaty rights of this 
American citizen bean: respected,I presume he would have been 
living to-day. The knowledge of what happened to him after his 
arrest and incarceration in a cell is only known to the 
Spanish officials at Guanabacoa, And,of course,if anything 
wrong hap they do not propose to tell on themselves. Such 


U. 8. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 22,1997. 
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interested testimony would,in my opinion,have no place in 
any Court. | 


PRE Er POET PII, PDN AMET oT 


I am,Sir,your obedient 
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Department eof State. 
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Advising having drawn on the Hon:Secretary of State for 
$10,000.00 for the Cuban Relief Fund. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 22nd, 1897. 


Hen: William R.Day, 
Assiatant Secretary ef State, 
Washingten. 0D, Co. 


I have the hemr te inform the Department that in accerd- 
ance with the instructions of your telegram of the 2lst instant 
I have drawn on the Henorable Secretary ef State,at 3a/s,for 
the amount ef ten theusand dellars, ($le,ceceo.-—)in two separate 


dvafts ef five thousand dellars each,ene in faver af Messrs 
HIDALGO x CO,and one in faver of Messrs G.LAWION CHILDS x 00, 
and have received fer the same the premium of 9 3/4 % P. 


: Consequently I have mow on deposit at each ef said firms, 
the sum of five thousend five hundred and eighty seven 5o/leo 
($5,587.5e) in spanish gold,subject to my order te the credit 
ef the relief fund. . 

I think these amounts will be sufficiently ample fer all 
present purpeses. 


I am, Sir, : syne 
en 
Your obedien Popo to 


No. 497 


Y Y U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
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MAY 27 1997 HABANA, May 22.1897. 
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Release of tebacce belonging te Mr.Bruno Diaz. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 22,1897. 


Honorable William R. Day, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sirt- 

With reference to my despatch No.483 eof the 15th.instant, 
relative te the shipment ef tebacece belonging to Mr . BRUNO DIAZ, 
I have the hener te transmit herewith translation ef an offi- 
cial note frem the Intendente General of Finance,to the effect 
the Mr.BRUNO DIAZ is autherized to expert the 1400 bales of 
tebacce,for which he petitioned the Governor General under 


date ef the 10th.ef August last. 


Enclesure:- 


The Intendente General of Finance to Mr.Lee,May 21.1897. 
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Enclosure No.l. 
With Despatch WNo.497. 


INTENDANCY GENERAL OF FINANCE OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


~ the CemsuluGeneral of the United States. 
Str: 
Under this date I communicate to the Gollector of Customs 


at this port as follows: 


"The requirements and conditioms provided by the 


pe 


> 


telegraphic order of the Supreme Government of the 29th Macrh 
last having been complied with,His Excellency the Governor 
General,in conformity with the proposition of this Intendancy 

of Finance, has been pleased to authorize the exportation of the 
1400 bales of leaf twbacco,which Mr.Bruno Diaz had requested 


in a memorial addressed to the Governor General of this 


TSland on the 10th August last.- Which I communicate to you for 


your knowledge and effects.” - 


“Yi aut 


I transmit to you the above and beg to state that to-day 
I transmit the aforesaid decision in order that the American 
citizen Brune Diaz may avail himself thereof. 


God guard you many years . habana,21 May,1897. 


(sgd) Emilio Fagoaga. . 


: 
‘TELEGRAM me 3 po 


May 26th,1897. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relative te the relief ef destitue dmerican citizens 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 25th,1697. 


Henerable William R.Day, 


Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washingten,D.C. 


Sir: 


I have already commenced the work of Fels evens the —*: 
tute and starving American citizens eon this Island. ss you 
were informed by telegraph,the previnces eof Matanzas and Senta 
Clara centain the largest number of suffering Americans. The 


latter is the largest aughy "prowl ng district in the Island,and 


Me 


Matanzas,I am informed, is the next. The destitution in these 
twe districts results from the mumber ef persens thrown eut of 
empleymernt by the tetal er partial cessatiern ef grinding sugar. 
I am new cenvinced that the Geverment~has pursued the wisest 
ceurse in sending money te be applied te the relief ef this 
class ef citizens rather than sending food,clething and medi- 
cine. | | . : 
Fer the applieatien ef relief in this way will be attended 
with less irritation te the autherities here ami preduce great- 
er results, I have already given te the consul at Sagua $1000, 
‘Spanish gold,and to the consul at Matanzas $000. I am quite se- 
tisfied that these gentlemen will disburse this fund econemic- 


ally esi carefully. 1' have hed @ full and free conference with 


beth of them in which I gave directions that it mstbe proved 
in gach case ef destitution,before the expenditure of any 
mo ney . 
Pirst: it should be ascertained pwithout doubt, that they 
were duly registered American citizens. 


Second? that the consul himseif,er his rad appointed 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


agent,sheuld visit each case se reported ami ascertain by a 
personal inspection what was actually needed for thefr relief, 
whether medicine,foed er clething. I alse directed them te s 
say te any eof these suffering fer ‘want ef foed because unable 
te secure employment that I would pay their passage te any 
point in the United States, should they wish toe leave the 
Island. In addition te the number ef destitute given from Ma- 
tamzascand Santa Clara provinces,I find there are 30 persons re- 
ported as destitute by the consular agent at Sancti Spiritus, 
and 70 by the consul at Santiago de Cuba. This would make a 
tetal,se far reperted,ef about 807,which mumber whll prebably 
be increased by a hundred more in this prevince and that of 
Pinar del Rie,in which there is ne American consul. i. 

The consular efficers at Gibara,Manzanille,Caibarien, Ciens 
fueges repert that there are no destitute Americans in their 
districts. The censular agent at Trinidad states that there 
are several families who are destitute. It is pessible that *. 

/200 perererd Le FE 

the tetal mumber t reach 1900> It is very prebable,teo, 
that the amount ef money already sent here will preve suffi- 
cient fer the purposes designated and I am quite sure that the 
Department can rely upen-its strict and equitable distribu- 
tiens. 

I suppese any travelling expenses incurred by disbursing 
agents, mesessary te wsecertain the conditien ef these applying 


fer relief can be paid from this fund, Veuchers will in every 


case be taken for such expenditures. 


I am,Sir,your obedien 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 26th, 1897. 
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MAY 29 1897 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Case of Mr.Andres Terry,an American citizen, whose pre- 


perty has been destroyed. 


2 Enclosures. 


U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 26th,1897. 


Henerable William R.Day, 
. : 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washington,D.C. 


Sir: 


With reference te my despatch Ne.467,ef the Sth instant, 


relative te the preperty ef the American citizen iMr.Anires Y | 


eS es he 


- al ~ 


gerry, destreyed,I beg te transmit herewith copies ef further 


cerrespendence in connection with the ease, fer such actien as 


it may suit the Department te take in the matter. 


Censul General. 


2 Enclesures: 
Ne .1- urs .ferry to Mr .Lee 


Ne.2.- Mr.Lee te Geverner General. 


Enclosure No.l. 

With Despatch No, 7, A 
With 

HABANA, May 26th, 1897. 


To the Gonsul General of the United States of America, 
Habana, 
Sir: 

As you knew,on the 29th March last the sugar estate "Ca- 
yajabos", situated near Madruga,province of Habana, belonging to ~ 
my shen’ Mr,Andres L.rerry,an American citizen,residing in " 
Paris,was destroyed, 

The said patatet was: ‘composed: of iapinnesicsiata®: tee 
ranza, "Charco-Hondo", Amore 8" and "La Sierra" plantations, All 
have been destroyed. According” to my information the last one 
destroyed was_the one called "Concordia", 

Foreseeing: thesetevents,which have caused my bhusband £ 
considerable loss,under date of the Slist March 1896 a letter 
was written to your worthy predecessor,Mr.R.0.Williams, ad- 
vising him of the risk the said plantatioms were running be- 
cause unprotected by the Government,withdrawing from them the 
necessary force for their protection, 

Mr .R.O.Williams addressed the Governor General in this 
sense, 

My husband's property was not protected and the result 
has been the destruction of certain plantations valued over 

$450.000,as appears by public documents registered in your 
office. | 

I again protest against the abandonment and want of pre> 


tection from the Spanish Government which has caused the des- 


truction of property of great valwue,and I make known the inten~— 


tion of my husband to demand from the Government of Spain an 


indemnity for the damages suffered by the said plantations, 


Pinally,I beg to request you the following? 

Pirst: to send a copy of this protest to the Departesit 
of State and also copies of the documents recorded in that 
Consulate in connection with sugar estate "Cayajabos", 

Second: To address a communication to the Governor Gen-~ 
eral of this Island asking him to order the military authori= 
ties of Madruga to protect whatever has been saved from the | 
destruction of the sugar estate "Cayajabos" and the other 

plantations referred to, 
I am, etc, etc, 


(Sgd) Carmen G.de Terry. 


Paseo de Tacon No.225, Habana,Mays 21st,1897, 


Enclosure No. % 
with Despatch No. LF F. 


HABANA, May 26th,1897. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA,May 24th,1897. 
To His Excellency the General 2nd in Command and in charge. 
Excellency: 

Mrs ,Carmen G.de Terry,an American citizen,married to 
Mr.Andres Terry,of the same nationality,residing new in Paris, 
owner of sugar estate "Cayajabos",situated near Madruga,pro- 
vince ef Habana,and which estate was composed of the "Oe heo?- 
dia", pSsperanza",Charco~Hondo,"Amores" and “La Sierra" planta- 


tions,has presented herself at this Consulate General asking 


me to request WSEYoto order the proper military authorities to 


protect whatever has been saved from the destruction of the 
estate "Cayajabes" and from that of the other plantations mien 
tioned; besides,te grant a safe conduct or permit which may 
enable one or more representatives of said lady te go to said 
plantations fer the purpose of attending to her interests. 

All of which I have the honer to ask Y.E.in benefit of 
this American citizen and her husband's interests, 

T am, etc. 
(Sgd) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Censul General. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 26th3;2697. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


Relief ef destitute American citizens. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, . Mey g6%n, 1897. 


Honorable William R.Day, 
Assistant Stergtary of State, 
Washington, B.c, 

Sirt 

In vonfirming receipt of your ehhle ef the 25th,1 beg to 
say that after exanination, my views as te the manner ef re 
lieving the destitute Americgns on this Islepd hava changed. 

Climatic conditions render the situation uneommae, Great 
heat prevents these dwéllimg here frem eating much meat,¢@s~- 
pecially salt meat,the enly sort that will bear transpertaties. 
Fleur could met be used by mest of them because they have us 

- way te ecck 4%, and then there would be a great less in exchang - 

img fer bread with the bakers. Lemg large rells ecahk be bought 
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te greater advantage and be more easily distributed. Cern meal 
will net keep in this climate. Canned vegetables,sugar and 
coffee might be sent, but J thimk they ean be better purchased 
here in quantities as needed. This latter methed seems satis- 
factery te the authori ties, gransperting, landing and delivering 
supplies will be much mere expensive an@ will preduce more er : 
less irritation, because in that case,it will be difficult te 
prevent the recipients,in mamy cases, from dividing with ethers 
around them whe are even mere destitute than they er. ee 
teuch of nature makes the whole world kin". 

The amount eof money in my hands will,I think, be enough fer 
all purpeses now and will met be exhausted Fernpessiblg many 
seiies. It can be made to go twice As far as a similiar amount 
fer a similar purpese in eur country,and I get fer it 9-3 /48P. 
@f eXchange for Spanish gold. - 

| I am,Sir,your ebedient — 5 ad 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


May 26th .1897. 


artment ef State, 


pe of importation ef Plug Tebacce by Messrs .F 
Company . 


il Enclesures. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 26.1897. 


Henerable William R. Day, 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

| Washi ngton. 
Str:~ ) 

I have the homer to repert for the infermatien of the 
Department, the particulars in the following case respecting 
the importation of certain plug or chewing tobacco by Messrs. 
¥.BAURIEDEL and Co.ef this city. 

«Under date of March Slet.last,the said fim, through the 
senior partner,Mr.Federice Bauriedel,a citizen ef the United 
States,infermed this office that about the 26th.of March,it had 
imported by 5.S.*Yucatan® from New York,100 boxes of chewing 
er plug tebacce,and duly made entry fer the same at the Habana 
custom house,ané presented the declaration for payme nt ef du- 
ties. But that according te the appraisempnt and report of 
the said custom house, the merchanilise was declared to be of pre 
Hibited impertatien ani the amount ef duties,plus five times 
the same as a fine, and 8% additional,making altogether a total 
er $44, 484.30 Spanish gold, was demanded ef the firm and pay- 
ment within 46 hours. | | ) 

The firm presented several petitions te the Administrator 
ef Customs and Idteniéente densral of Finance, protesting against 
the said liquidation of duties ami fine,and asking only that 
the proceedings prescribed by the Customs Regulations be ob- 
served in the nittencbekin assured that if the laws and regu- 
lations applicable to the case were strictly observed they 
could preve their good faith and non intent to defraud the 
reveme. 


My .Bauriedel consequently invoked my official interven 


tien,and after carefully examining into the matter,I addressed 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


the Governer General asking that the case be investigated with 
impartiality,and in the meantime that all threatened embargo 
and other violent measures be suspended. 

Notwithstanding, being advised later by Messrs .Bauriedel 
and Co,,that the customs authorities had laid embargo on the 
merchandise, furniture,etc.in their effice No.7 Amargura Street, 
T again addressed the Governor General on April 29th. | 

I am now informed that the representations and protests 
made by the firm and presented through this effice,have been 
efficacious,and the case has been reconsidered and the par- 
ties allowed their rights under the Custems Regulations te have 
the question submitted te and decide? by a beard of arbitra- 
tien ("junta arbitral") the result ef which has been to de- 
clare that the firm is innecent of any fraudulent intent,but as 
the goods in their present shape might be used with prejudice 
te the cigarette industry ef this place,it was erdered te be 
re~exported and paying the amount ef duty chargeable upon a 
similar article,which expense would be about $500.00. 

The firm hewever,has received damages and prejudices to 
its business and credit through the action ef the customs au- 
thorities in the premises,and therefore reserves its right to 
protest in due form agadinst the Spanish Govermment for the il- 
legality ef the preceedings,ami te file the corresponding claim 
for indemnity therefor. 


I enclese copies of all the correspendence,for future 


reference. 
I am,Sir, 
Your obedi it 


5 PAS AE TALL MONEE ILE AGL OB ON RN EEF AS BHD: 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


6 Enclosures: - 


1. Mr.Bauriedel te Mr.Lee,March 31.1897. 
2. de. do.April 23.1897. 
3. Mr.Lee te the Acting Gevernor General, April 23.1897. 
4. Governor General Weyler to Mr.Lee,April 27.1697. 
5. Mr.Bauriedel te Mr.Lee,April 26.1897. 
6. do. de. de, 
7. Mr.Lee te the Geverner General, April 28.1897. 
Mr .Bauriedel te Mr.Lee,April 29.1697. 
do. de. de. 
Aeti ng--Geverner General te Mr.Lee,May 20.1897. 
Mr .Bauriedel te Mr.Lee,May 25.1897. 
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Enclosure No. f 
With Despatch No. SO¢ 
Habana, 26,May ; 1897. 


Habana March 31.1897. 


To the Consul General of the United States, 
Habana. 
Sir: - : 

As circumstances may @blige us to call on you for pro- 
tevtion in the matter hereafter explained,we take the liberty 
of giving herewith the facts as develeped so far. 

On occasion of a recent visit of our Chicago correspondent 
Mr.Louis P.Sutter,to whom we used to ship Habana tebaccos be- 
fore the export prohibition,his attention was called to the . 
Chewing Tebacco (Plug Tobacco) which is imported here from the. 
United States and which he offered to supply. ae 

By the Ward atéamer "Yucatan" arrived here on the 26th. 
ef this month,we received a first shipment from him ef 100 
cases,value in the States: $1372.48, of which we made due entry 
at the Custom House and in due time presented them forexami na- 
tion by the Customs officials. The dispatch ef the goods was 
suspended at the time,and this morning we recéived ‘the commu- 
nication from the Custom House of which we accompany transla- 
tion, pretending that within three days we should pay the amount 
of $44,484.30 (forty four theusand and odd dollars) as duties 
and fine on said shipment. This sum is reached through mis- 
interpretation of the Customs ordnances,applying an article, 


t 


(referrring to fraud and "contrabando") entirely out of place, — 


where a proper entry has been made,and no sign of any fraud can | 


be detected,as it does not exist. 


The article is what we enkered, At. for, invoiced and de- 


clared as such in the regular mani fest of the Steamer and we do 


not know how to. qualify the proceeds tx nor how to explain.it, 
except by remembering the fact,that of the $36,000.00 fine, 


ty gt Se RE T™ <r eine 


2% 
the largest part is for division among the officials,accord- 
ing to law. 

We are presenting our protest at the Custom House and shal 
contime to do all that the law requires,but in the meanwhile 
under the possibility of violent proceedings,general embargo 
etc.,which this Administration occasionally uses,as is known 
at your Consulate through similar cases,we beg to present this 
preliminary statement.of facts for your kimi attention. 

We remain etc. 


(sgd) Federico Bauriedel and Co. 


Translation, — 


Administration ef the Custem House of Habana, 
Office of the Secretary. 
On the Custom House entry No.28315,presented by you,! 
have seen fit to dictate the following decree:- 
"Instruct the interested parties of the amount of 
"duties and penalty,letting them know,that if they 
"let pass*theethree days by right (conceded them) 
"without paying the charge, they will incur the 5% 
"additional charge,which the Ordnances call for"... 
which is hereby communicated ‘te you for your knowledge and that : 
you may fulfill what has been ordered,advising you at the sane 
time that the said entry has been calculated (contraido) today, 


the duty and penalties liquidated amounting to the sum of For- 


ty four thousand four hundred and eighty four dollars and thir- a 


ty cents. 


God preserve you etc. Habana 30th.March 1897. 
CP SRS ee oo See Sake: 


Messrs.F.Bauriedel and Co. 


Enclosure Ne.2.: With Despatch No.501.: Habana May 26.1897. 


Habana, 23rd.o0f April,1897. 


To the Consul General of the United States of America, 
Habana. 
Sir:- 
Referring to our respects of the Slst.ef last month,vwe 
regret to have te trouble you again,in the matter of excessive 


duties and fines which the Custom House of this pert requests 


us to pay, without so far giving us a chance to disprove the as- 


sertieons on which they base them. 

As we have learned - extraofficially - the whole preceed- 
ing rests on the assumption that the tobacco imported by us,is 
"Tabaco en Rama",;the importatien ef which is prehibited by the 
lith.dispositien ef the Tariff. 

New, not enly a comparison of the 2 samples we submit 
herewith,one of the stuff we imported and the ether a carroes 
of Leaf tebacce,how unfounded this pretention is,but any Span- 
ish dictionar¥ clearly. states that "Tabace en Rama" (Leaf 
tebacco) is the raw watetial, net elaborated,whilst the tebacco 
imported by us is unstemmed,pressed and sauced,consequently 
no more "raw material” or "materia prima". 

We have in several memorials,addressed to the Intendency 
and to the Custem Heuse,on the 30th.of March,12th.and 15th.of 
April,asked that the procedure prescribed by the erdnances 
should be follewed (which would give us the chance to adduce 
our proofs), but whilst only two days ago,the first of these 
memorials was answered,denying it,without giving. the reasons 
why, consequently intentional delay is shown, - on the other 
hand we have been notified ash ts this merning that within 48 
hours we are either to pay not only the $45,650.11 originally 
imposed, but further $1058.40 accrued for net having paid yet, he 
with threat of embargo in case of nonfulfillment. 

There seems to be no doubt,that we must win the case,if 
the erdmances and laws applying to the case are properly observ- 
ed,but in the meamwhile we must ask pretection against the il- 


legal exactiens with which we are threatened. 


i 


We therefore beg to ask, that’ you shoud@ apply in eur 


‘behalf,as American Citizen, to the highest authority, that sane 


may insist with the Intendente that the laws and ordnances are 
duly observed and violent proceedings against us are kept in 
suspense till we have been shown a fair chance te assert our 
right. 

We remain,etc. 


(sed) Federico Bauriedel and Co. 


Enclosure No, 2 
With Despatch Mo. OO /, 
HABANA, May 26th. 1697 . 


U.S,CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, April 23rd,1897. 
To His Excellency the General 2mi in Command and in charge. 
Excellency? 

Mr.Federico Bauriedel,an American citizen,merchant 
of this city and managing partner of the firm of Messrs.F¥ede- 
rico Bauriedel and Company,informs me that about the 26th March 
last the said firm imported by steamer ~aucatan" ;trom New York, 
100 boxes chewing tobacco to their consignment, and exhibited 
at the custom house of -this port the proper declaration for the 


payment of the import duties,according to entry No.417 of the 


ruling Tariff, But . that according to the appraisement and 


report of said custom house the said merchandise has been dé-=- 
clared as of prohibited importation, and entry 416 as the only 
one applicable to the case; the duties plus five times the 
value of same as a fine,which paragraph 9 of article 151 pro- 
vides,amount to the respectable sum of, , $43,476.30 
plus 5% extra, | " 1,.008.- ~ 
or say a total of, , : $44.484.30 | 


payment of which amount is demanded within 48 hours. 

Mr .Bauriedel further states to me that he has presented 
the corresponding memorials to His Excellency the Intendant 
General of Pinance and to ‘the custom house under dates of the 

$Oth March and 12th and 15th of the present month, protesting 
against the said liquidation, and. onky asking that the proceed~ 
ing prescribed by the Regulations be observed in his case,as 
he is certain that they can present ¢atisfactory proofs to ree 
ject the pretension of the custom house} but that only two 
days ago they have received the answer to their first petition 
na ogc. At weMhont oteting the reasons for such action. 


2 

Messrs .Bauriedel and Company being certain that if the 
laws and regulations applicable to the case are strictly ob- 
served they can prove their good faith and their unintention 
to defraud the customs revenues, have applied to this Consulate 
General invoking my official intervention in the matter. 

I , therefore,beg Your Excellency to examine carefully 
and resolve with impartiality the memorials which the said 
firm has presented te the custom house on the 12th and 15th 
instant,suspending meanwhile all etéachheat proceedings,or 
any other violent measure because prejudicial to their 
interests,amd believing it an act of justice, 


I am, etc. etc. 


(Sgd) Fitzhugh Lee, 


Enclosure WNo.ad. 
With Despatch No.501. 
HABANA, May 26¢A.:., 1997. 


GOVERNMENT GENERAL OF THE* ISLAND OF CUBA, 


In answer to your note of the 23rd instant,relative’ to the 
claim of Messrs.Federico Bauriedel and Co.,who imported,as they 
say,one hundred boxes chewing tobacco from New York,and which 
was declared by this custom house as goods of prohibited inpor- 
tation,I have the honor to inform you that in view of the re- 
port furnished by the I ntendancy General of Finance,it appears 

that this Department, upon resolving as it did,and which reso=- 
lutiom caused the complaint of the claimants,carefulily studied 
.the matter, observing on its part the most strict impartiality, 
considering the case in question as comprised in the provision 
9th of article 151 of the Customs Regulatioms,the Law not ~ ere 
having means of suspending the attachment proceedings,as you 
desire, unless the sotaltambutitcofi the customs duties is pre- 
viously deposited,or recourse is taken to the measures which 
the sald Regulations confer as a sole and proper function to 
the Collector of Customs. 

God guard you many years. Habana,April 27,1897. 
(Signed) VALERIANO WEYLER. 


To the Consul General of the United States. 


Enclosure No. x 

With Despatch No, Say, 
™ ) 

Habana May £€ ,1897. 


Habana 28th.ef April 1897. 


To the Consul General of the United States, 
Habana. ; 
Sir:- 

Referring to our previous letter on the subject of exc es-~- 
sive duties and fines imposed on 100 boxes ef tebacco import- 
ed from the States,we beg to state,that we have this morning re 
ceived a further communication of the Collector of the Port 
(Administrador de la Aduana) of which we hand copy again de- 
ny i ng, representations and ordering the continuangs of the ex= 
ecutive proceedings,as in fact we have been advised that the 
embargo of goods was net to take place today. 3 

The articles 160 and 16l,also the secom part of articles 
162 and 170 of the Custom House ordnances clearly prescribe 
that before any fine can be collected,the "Junta Arbitral" has | 
to be called and a sentence of the Tribunal de lo Contencicoso 
- administrativo of Madrid under date 2nd,of October 1896 


confirms this doctrine. 


Consequently the proceedihg ebserved in our case is en- 


tirely arbitrary and unlawfull,and we ask your protection to 
ebtain from the highest authority, the Captain General,an order, 
that the proper procedure should be observed and all executive 
proceedings suspended in the meanwhile. 

We are etc. 


(sad) Federico Bauriedel and Co. | 


Enclosure No, f 
With Despatch No. 0 es 


Habana May Ag 1897. 
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Habana 28th.of April 1597, 


To the Consul General ef the United States of America, 
Habana. 
Sir?- 

Referring te our formal letters on the subject,we beg te 
advise you that they are today,as we just learn, going to em- 
bargo,;by decree of the Collector of the Port (Administrador 
de la Aduana) goods of ours for the amount of the excessive 
duties and fines imposed for the importatien of 100boxes of 
tebacco. 

The whole proceeding is illegal and against the laws,the 

“Collecter according to them has no right to impese or enforce 
such fine till after hearing the “Junta arbitral" which has not 
been done ner have we had any chance to defend ourselves. 

We therefere earnestly claim your protection and imme- 
diate attention to guard us from such arbitrary am unjusti-~ 
fied proceeding and save our interests. 

We are,etc. 


(sega) F.Bauriedel and Co, 


Enclosure No, t. 
With Despatch No, f @/ 


Habana May 2£, 1897. 


2 Oe Oe Oh GH Oe OF Ge OR EE EF Re ee Ge Se ae om oe a oe Ob oe 


Copy. 


Habana 28th.of April 1997. 


To the Consul General ef the United States of America, 
Habana. 
Sir:- 

Referring te our formal letters on the subject,we beg te 
advise you that they are today,as we just learn, going to enm- 
barge, by decree ef the Collecter of the Port (Administrador 
de la Aduana) goods of ours for the amount ef the excessive 
duties and fines imposed for the importatien of 100boxes of 
tebacce. 

The whole proceeds te is illegal and against the laws, the 
Collector according to them has no right to impose or enforce 
such fine till after hearing the “Junta arbitral" which has net 
been done nor have we had any chance to defend ourselves. 

We therefere earnestly claim your protectien and imme- 
diate attention te guard us from such arbitrary and unjusti- 
fied proceeding and save our interests. 

We are,etc. 


(sega) F.Bauriedel and Co. 


Enclosure No.7. 

ve 

With Deapatch No. 601. 
HABANA, May 6th. 


U.S.CONSULATE GENERAL. : 


HABANA, April 26th,1897. 
To His Excellency the Governor General of the Island of Cubas 
Excellency: 

Referring te the communication which I had the honor 
to address Your Excellency on the 23rd instant relative to 
Messrs .Bauriedel and Company,of this city,of which firm Mr, 
Federico Bauriedel is the managing partner ani an American 
citizen,I have the hoho? to infor Your Excellency that I 
have received another letter from the said gentlemen relative 
to the demands of the Custom house of Habana,which has ordered 
the contimiation of the attachment proceedings against the said 
firm for an alleged infraction of the Customs Regulations, The 
said gentlemen inform me by letter that the action observed by 
the custom house is completely arbitrary and unlawful, and 
they apply totthis Consulate for its intervention before the 
superior authority of Your Excellency,in’ order that Your Ex- 
cellency may direct that the just and legal proceedings be ob- 
served,and that meanwhile all attachment proceedings be sus- 

pended, 


I express the hope that Your Excellency will take favora= 


ble in consideration this matter. 


I am, etc. etc. } 


Consul General. 


Enclosure No, y 
With Despatch No.) C4 


wf 
Habana May 4@,1897. 


Habana, 29th.ef April,1897. 


To the Consul General ef the United States of America, 
Habana. 
Sir:- 

Confirmi ng my respects of yesterday,I now beg to advise, 
that in the afternoon,officials of the Administration have laid — 
embargo en Mercha'’dise,furniture and desks in our business | 
house at Amagura street No.7. j : 

Thus you see,that whilst they take their time te answer 
our appeals fer a fair showing according te law, they lose none 
in harassing us and doing, needlessly,all the damage possible, 
as has already been done through yesterday's proceeding to the 
credit and fame ef our house of long years standing and good 
mame - Which during 17 years never had any similar trouble, not 
even with the Administration,much less with our Co-merchants 
at Habana or correspondents in foreign countries. 

The goods and chattels attaghed will be appraised and 
should the Administration consider them insufficient te cover 
the amount claimed they wiil preceed to embargo further belong- . 
ings of atve, pubtiulin at public sale the goods attached. 

As under the present circumstances such a sale will prebably 
net preduce 10% of the sales-value ef the goods,they will ar- 
rive easily at a point where they will have wiped out ene of 
the eldest (perhaps the eldest) American business houses in 
Habana City - and that before giving it a preper hearihe. 

We are unable to and do not wish to suggest the steps that 
you might take for our protection but in view 6f the urgency 
of the case,I have again taken the liberty to put it befere yoy 
the m@re so as I learn that in the case of fines imposed on the 
céndignees of AlidPitan Steamers,as also in the case of fine 
t6 Vhe Prenen éonsignes.ef a German b teamer (Holstein to 


Truffin and Cie.) Comuler intervention not only stopped any . 


AT, Fy! 


2. 


vielent preceeding but alse obtained tetal remission of the 
fine imposed. 

The penalty we are threatened with is certainly as unjusté 
fied as any ef said cases. 


I remain etc. 


(sed) F.Bauriedel. 


Enclosure No, y 

With Despatch No, OO /, 
fe 

Habana May 7€,1897. 


Habana 30th.ef April 1897. 


To the Consul General ef the United States of America, 
Habana, 
sir:- of rhe 
I am in receipt of a communication frem the Captain 
General, which you had the kindness toe send me this morning. 
I now beg to hand a memorial to the same authority, show- 
ing how the laws and regulations have been infringed, accompa- 


nied by ether papers to the sams intent. 


I should thank you to have the same presented te H.E. 


and te recommend its being taken inte due consideration. 


I remain etc. 


(sg4) F .Bauriedel. 


Enclosure Ne.1O | 
With Despatch No, SO4. 
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GENERAL GOVERIMENT OF THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


rhe Intendant General of Finance ,in a oom men$ion 
dated the 18th Durie anforms me as follews: s 

"Excellency: - t have the honor te inform Y.E. that on the % ad 
24th April last and because ef Your Excellency's comminication E 
of the same month, transmitting one addressed to Y.E. by the 
Comsul of the United*States,relative to the statement made by 3 
“Mr .Federico Bauriedel respecting the examination and appraise- re 
ment performed on one hunmired cases plug tobacce and the fine 
imposed,Your Excellency was informed that the neeseren taken © pete 

was done after a careful study id the. matter and with strict 
impartiality.-= Subsequently yand in consequence ofa memorial mae 
presented by Bauriedel on the 29th April last,in appeal against : - 
the decision ef the custom house of this port of the 23ra ant. 
27th of same month, this Intendancy repvlved. that. ‘through the 
custom house the examination of the 100. cases: of plug tobacco 
be amplified,in accordance with the formalities, prescribed by ies 
the Customs Regulations in such cases, and that when such oxeni~ 2 
nation is concluded that a certificate expressing the result ae 
eof same be issued} the parties concerned having the: right of 
protesting under article 62 of the aforesaid Regulations". = 

I nave the honer to transmit to you the above in déinwer to 
your comminication of the SOth April ‘last enclosing the mene 
rial of Messrs .Bauriedel and Company relative to the wunjeake 

God guard you. many yeers. 
--Habana,May 20,1897. 
Peas 
(Sgd) El Marquee de Ahumada. 


To the Consul a oe the i nited 


° Mint ’, tm & - 
» tes ie a * 7 
at 3 vont . 
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Enclosure No, 7/, 
With Despatch Ne.501. 


Habana Hay a, 1897. 


Habana 25th.ef May 1897. 


To the “ope General of the Unigfed States of America, 


ana. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to hamid you herewith copy of the proceed= | 
ings of the Arbitration meeting in the case of the 100 boxes 
Chewing tobacco imported by us,in which matter I had te ask for | 
your kind intervention some time ago. a2 

The three Customs officials and two merchants nominated 
by the authorities,with unanimity,found a resolution that the 
tebaceo was what we had entered it for,that there was no at- : 
tempt at any fraud and the penalty imposed unjustified - as in 
fact we had been confident to be able to show,as soon as we 
could secure a fair hearing. : 

It results therefrom that the damage inflicted on us 
through the embargo with its censequent harm te the credit of . 
our house, extendine to our business relations in the United 
States (where the papers breught notices of the matter) was 
entirely arbitrary and illegal,the more so as the Spanish lawe . 
ordinances had been set, aside and ignored - as we had oecasion 
to show - in erder to emable the officials to pursue us wmre- 
lentingly. 

Whilst we reserve our right to protest in due form against 


this illegal proceeding and file the corresponding claim agains — 4 


the Spanish Goverment for the action of its officials,we beg 


to thank you in the denihbitte for the pains taken in the case 
so far,to which we owe no doubt having ebtaived the occasion 
to prove our non-culpability, | 
We remain etc. 
(Federico Bauriedel and. Co. 


* 
Tass 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 26.1897. 


Department of State. 


ison io ah acedlinen aia sei ncriraithon 


Registration in this Consulate Gener 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 26.1897. 
Henerable William R. Day, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washi ngten. 
Sir:- 

With reference te instruction No.334,of May 12th.respect-. 
ing the nationality ef Mr.PIERRE JULES DUVAL, who desires to 
establish nia Ameriean citizenship in order that he may ebtein 
registration in this Consulate General,I have the honer te in- 
form the Department ae Mr .DUVAL having satisfactorily proven 
his birth in SanFrancis¢6,Cal.his Gimissien inte the Ceoper's 
Union theresas @)journey-man ceeper,and his arrival in this 
city in November last,! have entered his name in the Register 
ef citizens of this office,under No.4876,May 24th.and issued 


te him the usual certificate thereof that he may register at 


the General Government and obtain a cedula er residence permit. 


I am,Sir, 


Consul General. 


f 
A M4 
U. 8S. CONSULATE GENERAL. : 4 qe! 


HABANA, May 28.1897. 


Department of State. 


Claim ef Mr.Francisce D. Duque. 


PINE aR ASIAN Sikbiiaais 


One enclosure. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 
HABANA, May 28.1897. 


Honorable William R. Day, 

Assistant Secretary ef State, 

Washington. 
Sirt- 

i ial the hener te transmit inci Mh copy ef a letter 0, 
received trem Mr .FRANCISCO D. DUQUE,a citizen ef the United 
Phksen: new residing in Barcelena,Spaiz,in which he desires te 
establish a claim fer indemnity against the Spanish Gevermnent 
for losses suffered to nde gresarle in this sia. 

The letter ov indersed by our Censul et ke at Barcelona, 
Mr . HERBERT W. BOWEN. It does not conform to the ~~ of the 
Department for preparing and forwarding. papers respecting 
claims, but I transmit it for such disposition as the Depart- 
ment may consider convenient. 


I am,Sir, 


Vey 
LY gate 


Yeur @ 


Enclosure:- 


Mr.Duque te Mr.Lee,May 5.1897. 


Enclosure ey eaten 
With Despatch Wo, O95 
Habana May-25,1897 e 


#copy-translatio n, 


BARCELONA,SPAIN May 5th.1697. 


General Lee, 
Consul General of the United States of America, 
at Habana. 
Sir:- 
With all due respect I hereby beg to report the outrages 
to which my following property in the Island of Cuba has been 


subjected. "Zaldivar" situated in the municipality of San 


Antonio de 168 Bafios,Gevea district,cemposed of the following 


plantations "Buenos Ayres", ""La Ciruela", "El Rie"; "Ojo de 
Agua", "El Mango", "La Gama Brava" and "Seidel" dedicated to 
the cultivation of tebacee;which have béen destroyed and: burned 
and it should be ebserved that said damages have occurred af- 
ter General Weyler's decree published in the Habana Gazette of 
the 6.th.Jamary 1897,ordering the reconcentration of the 
country people inte the towns,for which reason the said planta- 
tions were abandoned. 


Be it known that two years have elapsed without collect- 


ing any rents whatever,until my representative at Habana,in 


view of the destruction,has presented to the Principal Admin- 


istrater of Reverme of Habana province,a memorial asking for 
the cancellation of the taxes on said plantation because of 


the reasons stated. 


Be it alse known that I have resided the past two years at 


Barcelona. 
Statement of the houses belonging te the plantations 
which have been totally burned and value ef same. 


eR Pe op. OT a EE PP <e,. ee 


Plantation "Buenos Ayres". 


Dwelling house. e*eeeee 
Tobacce heuse....... 
Corncrib and chicken COOp....csescse™ 


Kitchen, Pig POR OBE o cc cvcceuvvnerscoeoe 2000, 8, 500.00 


Plantation "E2 Rie". 


Dwelling heuse..... 
Tebacce house... 
Cern crib and chicken COOp...cercee”™ 


Kitchen,pig pen etc...... 7 13,000.00 


Plantation "La Cana Brava". 


DWEOLLIGE NOUSEO. oss cv ww awe shevenes 5,000, 


Tobacco HOUSE.....ss> 2,500, 
Corn crib and chicken coop........." 1,700. 


Kitchen, pig pen etc.....,.seseeeeee” 800. 10,000.00 


Plantation "Ojo de Agua”. 


DWOLLI NE RNOUSOSc we ce seescvccedeconws 
SOURSCE BMOMEG s 6s oa cbee sas bo 
Cern crib and chicken cOOp.....ceee0” 


Kitchen pig pen NT Pe es ee eee . 14,000.00 


Plantation "Kl Mango". 
Dwelling ROUSE... .cceseceeesecseres” 
TODASCCO HOUSE). wc ccccessccesessvvcss 
Cern crib and chicken coOp......e.e2" 


Kitchen, pig Pew O06s. oe vscccsvece deve” 8,500.00 


Plantation "La Ciruela". 


Dwelli ng house ee @e@eeeee¢e4«5+oeeee#eeeeee#ee#es#e " 
Tobacco house... fivaen 
Corn crib and chicken cOOp..e.eeeee”™ 


Kitchen,pig pen etc SR ee Ry eS ). ~.. 95 500.00 


—E 


Forward. $63,500.00 


Nie Na 


Carried forward. * $63,500.00 


Plantation "Seidel". 


Dwelling HOUSE... ..csceseccec ress e see 45000, 

Tebacce bia oo ben bi eco Scsk wear Oat 

Corn crib and chicken coop...++.++0" 1,500; : 
Kitchen, pig pen etc.....ccsecevssevet 2,000. 8,500.00 


Total FID, 000.00 


Resumé. 


Plantation "Buenos Ayres" $ 8,500.00 
* "El Rio” 13,000.00 

° "La Caha Brava" 10,000.00 

" "Ojo de Agua" 14,000.00 

"El Mafigo" 8, 500.00 

"La Ciruela" 9,500.00 


es 


as Total | $72,000.00 


"Seidel" 8,500.00 — 


Amounting in all te Seventy two theusand dollars, gold, the 
losses suffered. I expect that the Govermment at Washington 
will make valid the justice of my lain before the Spanish 
Government, that I may be promptly indemnified in said amount. 

Not doubting that I will be attended as an American citi- 
zen,which is proved by my certificate of naturalization which 
is dated the 26th.April 1889, 

I am, Sir, 
Your ebedient servant, 


(sgd) Francisce D. Duque. 
0h Ai etd ae A aire camel 


Barcelena,Spain,May 4.1897 


My Dear Gemeral Lee:- 

I am well acquainted with Mr.Duque,and I trust that you 
will de what you san te put him in the way of recovering the 
damages he seeks. 

Believe me, . 
Yours ve truly, 

(sgd) Herbert W.Bowen. 

| U.S.Consul General. 
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U. S$. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 29th.1897. 


Honorable William R, Day, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Vashi ngten. 
Sirt- 
I have the hener te acknowledge the receipt ef your 
telegram readi ng:- 


Washi ngten, May 26.1897. 
Lee,Consul General,Habana. 

Pretest against érder «f Captain General requiring 
abandonment Central Victeria plantation,Sagua district: 
Alse pretest against order ¢ommanding Juste Gener unroof 
house near Matanzas. 

{agd) Willian R.Day, Assistant Secretary. 


In consequence of said telegraphic instructions,I have Address- 
ed an effieial note te the Asting Governor General,ef which | 


I accempany cepy-transilatieon. 
I an,Sir, 
Your edeiisat ware SA 


Enclesure:- 
Mr .Lee te the Acting Gevernor General,May 26.1897. 


Enelesure No.l. 
With Despatch Ne.504. 
Habana May 29.1897. 


Copy-translation. 


U.8.Consulate General, 


Habana May28 .1897. 


To His Bxcellency, 

The Acting Governor General ef the Island ef Cuba. 
Excellency:~ 

I have the honor te state that I have been informed that 
your Goverment hag been pleased. te issue certain orders which 
require the abando ment of the Central, "Victoria",a plantation 
belonging te American citizens, and ei tuated in the district of 
Sagua la Grande. 

Also that Your Exceliemy has issued orders commanding 
Juto Gener to unroof a house mear Matanzas. 

I reapectfully ask to be rarnishea with copies of the 
orders, for the information of my Govertment,and if such have 
been issued I have to inferm Your Excellency that I have receiv- 
ed telegraphic instructions from the Department ef State of 
the United States to protest against their execution. 

I am, Excellency etc. 
(sga) Fitehugh Lee. 
Consul General. 


CONSULATE GE 


29th .1897. 


Department ef State. 


PRO LETRA: NESE OME 


Cenfirming telegrams. 


-—_——_—_——sI ~~ —-—_-—_— ee | 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 29th.1897. 


Honorable William R. Day, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washi ngten. 
Sir:- 


I have the honor te acknowledge the receipt of your 
ec 
telegram,reading:- — 


: : Washington,May 25.1897. 
Lee, Consul General,Habana. 

Ferty thousand dollars now at disposal President for 
relief American citizens in Cuba in addition to ten theus- 
and sent you. What have you te suggest as to supplies 
6tc? Please cable views as te tims,place and manner of 

““sending,also character of sama, kind of ‘provisionag etc. 
President thinks ef having Commissary buy and take oun 
plies to Cuba. Semi full details of requirements of sit- 


vation as you view it. 


(sgd) Day, Asst.Secretary. 


And te confirm my reply,reading:- 


’ 


Habana,May 26.1897. 
Assistant Secretary State, Washington. 


Amount here abundant for some time. Advise against | 
sending supplies ef any sert for present. See despatches 
mailed teday. (sgd) Lee. 


I am,Sir, 


Your ebedier 


| a 


Secretai ; oi state 
JUN 2 1897 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 29.1897. 


Department ef State. 
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U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 29.1897, 


Henerable William R. Day, 


Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washingten. 
Sir:- 


With reference te the Department's instruction Ne.341,of 
the 18th. instant, relative te the alleged imprisoment ef 


Praneisce Milian, ! have te state that I learn frem said party 
that he came te Cuba in an expeditien of 24 men,from Tampa, . 
that he laided near Mariel on the 23rd.of Mareh,and thenjoined 
Castille's ferces. That while engaged in feraging for the 
forces and digging potatoes near San José de las Lajas,with 
another insurgent;za Spaniard whose name he prefers not to give,;—~ 
they were arrested by Lieutenant José Martes of the Batallon 
Previsional de Canarias. As they were both without arms , Lieu- 
tenant said he would report them as "presentados",instead of .« 
captured insurgents,which action probably saved their lives. 
Milian gave his name as Rodriguez without stating his American 
citizenship. After a strict examination by the Cemmndante 
Militar,he was released. 

Then he came to Habana and reported at this office on the 
Sth. - He wrete to Tampa te his brether to send him funds and 
the proofs of his citizenship : He has reeeived some funds, 
but through some misunderstanding the papers have not been 
sent hin. 3 


He will probably leave for Tampa next week. 


Department ef State. 
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Destitutien in Matanzas etc. 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 29.1897. 


Honorable William R. Days 

Assistant Secretary of State, 

Washington. 
Sir:- 

On last Sunday,the 25rd.instant,I went te Matanzas in 
order te see something in person ef the destitutien ef American 
citizens reperted by the Censul at that pert. 

The distance between this city and Matamas is about 60 
miles. From the statien here an engine was started ahead ef 
the regular passenger train in order te ascertain if there had 
been any destruction ef the track,follewing this engine,at a 
short distance,came the passenger train, next to the engine 
drawing said train was an armored car filled with soldiers, 


with loop-holes on the sides,through which the seldiers could 


if necessary,use their rifles,while threugh the cars generally 
and on the platforms numbers of soldiers were placed. At each 
one of the stations between these two cities were found large 
and small numbers of Spanish soldiers. There tee were forts, 
ditches,barbed wire fences etc. Seme of these ferts had been 
finished, others were in process of erection. I did net be- 


lieve I was riding through a province declared pacified by the 
Governor and Captain General of this Island. Within each one 
f these fortifications,and at the small towns, large numbers 
of poor,destitute Spesonteutretal®.es they are called,who have 
| been driven frem their homes and made te camo within the mili- 
\ sary lines,where no previsieon is made fer their support. I 
visited with Mr.Calhoun, (whe accompanied me) the “reconcentra- 
dos* village,on the sides of the hills overleoking the town, 
where these peor, unfortunate people had erected little ene 


story huts,the sides being constructed of the bark ef the palm 


° 


tree and the thatched roofs made of the leaves ef the same 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 


owe ew ee re ee ee ee OH Hr HH HK wre Rm wm wr wm wm Mr er Rm er re me ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ---— = 


tres. in these huts were concentrated groups principally of 
old men, Women and children varying in member from 6 er 10, te 
20 or 30 te each hvt,in all degrees of starvation, 

I saw perseng dying,others in various stages of weakness 
produced by want ef feed,many of the women and children had 
feet and ankles swollen from pure anpemia,or thin bleed from 
want of feed. : 

IT asked a great many of these people where they had lived 
formerly, te which some would reply 6 miles from Matanzas ,some 
8 or 9 and ethers as many as 15° er 20 miles. To my questions 
asking why they were driven away from their homes, they replied 
they did not know,that their houses had been burned,as soon 
as they left,and their steck driven eff. Many ef these pee- 
ple owned their little farms and had abundant te eat. On 
asking them when was the last time they had something te eat 
seme replied they had net had anything for 2 days,and some for 
53 or 4 days. I met very few whe had subsistence within 24 
hours. The most pitiable sight were the quantities of childe 
ren,with their skin drawn close te their little benes,whe leek- 
ed at you with their teres am instreus eyes in a hepeless,dazd 
way,as if net enterstantin why this condition f things shéuld : 
exist,er why they should have been vrenght ad nd fair | a 1itta 


hutgand net given anything te subsist upon, They were about 
4,000 ef these peeple and there have been ever 7,000 ef then; 


but seme 2 er 3,000 were sent away te the neighboring towns 
where they are worse eff than they are at Matanzas. 

This is the condition ef things all ever the Island,and 
there is ne questen but that these people, prineipally as I say; 
women,eld men and children, are rapidly dying from starvation, 
and starvatien alene. I eannet see any necoasity,whether in a 

state ef war,or of Qe elaimed, paestication, for the punsicas tee 


Lc ie » +e 


U. S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, 
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ef the order taking these peeple from their homes and driving 
them inte the cities where ne prevision is made for their sup- 
port. Ne mili necessity exists in my opinien,for any such 


order, ner are;plans er purposes ef the campaign upen either 
side affected by its preclamatieon. 


I am, Sir, 


Your ebedient Setveant, 
* 8 
heh AW, 


Consul General. 
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HABANA, May 29.1897. 
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U. S&S. CONSULATE GENERAL. 


HABANA, May 29.1897. 


Heonerable William R. Day, 
Assistant Secretary ef State, 
Washi ngten. 


Sir:- 


I have the hener te acknewledge the receipt ef the 


Department's instruetiens frem Ne .334,ef May 13th.te No .348) 3, 
ea a 


/ 


ef May 26th .1897, beth ier inelusive. 
Alse ef Department circulars dated April oeth, reipestine 
discharge ef seamen; May Srd,report from Bureau of American 
Republics; May Sth,repert from Bureau eof Navigation; May llth, 
respecting patent applications; May llth,eppeintment of Mr. 
William R. Day te be Assistant Secretary ef State,and Mayl4th, 
arrivals and departures ef American vessels at Habana for 


fiscal year. 


I am,Sir, 


<<< 
Yeur af, ecw, 2 7 


Mf be 
AEE, @neral. as 


